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In 2015, it was decided that the 
Association could afford to

offer modest funding to
enterprises that support its
stated aims. 

CALCA now invites applications
from fully paid up members of
two years’ or more standing for
grants in areas such as the
following: 

� The Very Reverend Peter Atkinson

From the Chairman…
CALCA Grants

The Cathedral Archives, Libraries
and Collections Association

SUMMER 2019

We greatly look forward to
the Annual Meeting and

Triennial Conference in the
perennially lovely city of
Salisbury. There will be much to
learn, and much to share, in the
fellowship of archivists, librarians
and collections managers which is
CALCA. The CALCA Executive
hopes that this newsletter will
keep all members of the
association in touch with each
other, whether or not they are
able to attend the Conference in
Salisbury.

� Help in defraying the costs of holding conferences and workshops
� Support for small projects such as the web publication of unpublished catalogues
� Assistance to members in undertaking essential travel as part of work in line with CALCA’s aims
� The provision of equipment, such as perhaps book supports, to facilitate access to collections
� Assistance with the necessary purchase of manuscripts and archives to benefit the CALCA community
� Carrying out conservation work on manuscripts and archives or providing equipment, such as data 

loggers, to help in monitoring environments

Funds will not be made available towards the cost of commercial publication but will be allocated where
they can be expected to provide the greatest benefit to the greatest number of people. Often this will be
achieved by making several small awards, rather than a few larger awards. Funding levels may vary from
year to year, but it is anticipated that the Committee will make awards of not more than £250 each, and of
not more than £500 in total each year.

Applications should comprise: a brief outline of the project, conference or work; its overall cost; the grant
being sought; the names and addresses of two referees; details of the addressee for the cheque. Forms are
available from the CALCA website or by application to Dr Michael Stansfield, CALCA Treasurer (Durham
University Library, Palace Green, Durham DH1 3RN, or m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk) to whom
completed applications should be submitted by 2nd November. Applications will then be considered at the
subsequent meeting of the committee. Applicants will be informed shortly thereafter.

Successful applicants will be asked to submit for publication in the CALCA newsletter a brief report (300-
500 words) of the use to which the grant was put.

Michael Stansfield, Hon Treasurer
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Bristol Cathedral

We at Salisbury Cathedral,
would like to send a very

warm invitation to anyone
looking to attend the CALCA
conference this year. We hope
that the programme will appeal
not only to library, archive and
museum professionals working
in cathedrals but also to anyone
working in a specialist
organisation and responsible for
a diverse range of heritage items.
The conference sessions will

include: cataloguing standards,
book provenance, volunteers,
conservation surveys,
integrating collections and
interpreting history. Optional
extras include an evening tour of
the Cathedral Close, a reception
with Magna Carta in the
beautiful octagonal medieval
Chapter House and a
demonstration of the world’s
oldest working clock. To attend
the whole conference (including

meals) is £130. Delegates are 
welcome to book their own
accommodation, either at Sarum
College in the Close or elsewhere;
alternatively day rates are
available.

The first CALCA conference
(then known as Cathedral
Librarians Association) was held
at Salisbury Cathedral in 1984 so
we are very much looking
forward to welcoming our fellow
librarians, archivists,
conservators and museum
professionals again 35 years
later!

Emily Naish,  Cathedral Archivist

News from the Members…

In mid-November a project 
began, supported by the

National Lottery Heritage Fund,
to catalogue the objects and
records of Bristol Cathedral.
Louise Anderson, Collections
Project Coordinator, is
responsible for completing the
inventory, and Project Cathedral
Archivist, Anne Lovejoy, is
completing any outstanding
cataloguing on the Dean and
Chapter papers. We are lucky to
have this chance to get our house
in order; as well as using it as an
opportunity to catalogue and
locate items, and identify those
in need of conservation, we are
using it to pick out the themes
and stories of the Cathedral.
Objects and documents which
convey these stories will be
identified, with a view to forming

these into a future bid focused on
access and interpretation.

Anne is working on the
uncatalogued capitular archives
of c.1850-1980. These, and the
earlier catalogued records, are

held at Bristol Archives. The
documents cover the
administration of the Dean and
Chapter, the Cathedral’s estates,
and fabric. Cataloguing
commenced with the series of

� Image courtesy of the Dean and Chapter of Bristol Cathedral, showing a print in
need of conservation depicting the 1831 Bristol riots. The Bishop’s Palace and much
of the Cathedral’s Library were destroyed during the riots, making our inventory
somewhat shorter than it otherwise would be!

CALCA Triennial Conference 2019, 
12th-14th June, Salisbury Cathedral
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records concerned with the
cathedral fabric. A particularly
noteworthy section of the
archive focuses on the
construction and furnishing of
the nave, designed by G.E. Street
in the late 19th century and
continued by John
Loughborough Pearson in the
late 19th and very early 20th
centuries.

The archive cataloguing 
is helping to inform the
inventory, affording provenance
information about certain
objects. It will also provide
contextual information for other
current and future projects 
such as the forthcoming
refurbishment of the 1907
Walker organ. The cataloguing
will continue throughout 2019. 

The inventory was completed
on now defunct database

software and all we had were
printouts of the drafts. A
volunteer painstakingly typed
this up into a spreadsheet, so we
at least have a dataset to clean
and upload to new software. 

This does mean we are not 
tied in to any particular database
software, so we find ourselves 
in the position of choosing new
software for our small collection
of objects and books. We have
found that many are really aimed
at large collections, with a price-
tag to match. Preferably our
database will be Spectrum
compliant, web-based, and with
different levels of users to update
it in real time on the Cathedral
floor. We want to photograph
every inventory item, so we 
can attach digital images and
ideally, documents, to the
database entries. We also need

something with a relatively
simple interface; management of
it will be in the hands of non-
heritage staff and possibly
volunteers once the project has
ended in 2020. 

We thought it might be useful
for Bristol and maybe other
cathedrals to gain a picture 
of what is being used nationally,
so introduced an online survey.
Many thanks to those who 
have filled it in. For anyone who
wants to view it, or add their
cathedral’s situation to it, 
please contact us. While we are
choosing our software, Louise
will continue cleaning the
existing data and volunteers will
continue to help with location
audits and photography of
objects.

Louise Anderson and Anne Lovejoy.

In the summer of 2019, The Canterbury Journey project will complete the installation of new permanent 
exhibitions at Canterbury Cathedral. These major, international displays will, for the first time, open up

public access to the Cathedral’s historic collections. This is part of a wider remit to engage new, young and
diverse audiences with its heritage through a range of activities and resources including a new Media Guide,
learning and participation programme and on-line interpretation. Many objects from our collections will be
going on display for the first time and the exhibitions will allow us to share their stories with visitors. The
Canterbury Journey is a £24.7m development project supported by a £13.8m grant from the National
Lottery Heritage Fund and £10.9 raised by Canterbury Cathedral Trust including a donation of £250,000
from the Friends of Canterbury Cathedral. This funding will enable vital restoration work to take place,
opening up the historic collections to the public and improving physical access.

During the development of the exhibitions we have been undertaking study programmes to help us
better understand the objects selected for display. Such programmes might include analysis by historians,
art historians, postgraduate students, specialist conservators and scientists and they have allowed us to
examine individual objects in great detail.

When the exhibitions open later this year, some of the first objects to be displayed will include the 14th-
century Black Prince’s shield and fragments from the Cathedral’s 12th-century ‘Passional’.

In January 2019, a CT scan of the Black Prince’s Shield took place at the Kent and Canterbury Hospital.
The aim was to use scanning technology to help experts decide whether the shield was purely ceremonial or
if it was made for battle, and to determine how it was constructed. The scan took place out of hours and
was paid for by The Canterbury Journey. Results will be made available later in the year.

Through the first months of 2019 the Cathedral’s Head of Book and Paper Conservation has been
working to dis-bind our 12th-century ‘Passional’ fragments from a 1950s binding. 

Canterbury Cathedral   New exhibitions and interpretation



4 • The Cathedral Archives, Libraries and Collections Association

� Peter Such, Diagnostic Radiographer, processing the first images from the scan.

� A bifolium of the Passional after removal of repairs.

The Passional (DCc/LitMs/E/42) was written and illuminated at Canterbury Cathedral in the early 12th
century and formed part of Christ Church’s own monastic library. It survives in the Cathedral’s collections
as a series of fragments from a multi- volume work.

The project has been a collaboration between The Canterbury Journey, the Conservation Department,
and the Archives and Library Department. It has involved extensive internal conversations and discussions
with external experts.
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Dis-binding was considered the best approach for long-term understanding, preservation and research
of the Passional. It will enable both the study of textual idiosyncrasies, as the leaves can now be arranged
into their correct order, and an improved understanding of its history, including its re-use from the 16th
century onwards. The fragments will now be included in our new exhibitions in a way that gives visitors the
chance to see them as they really are: survivors of Reformation, destruction and reuse. 

To find out more about The Canterbury Journey programme, visit the Cathedral’s website:
www.canterbury-cathedral.org/learning/heritage-lottery-funding-the-canterbury-journey/

Sarah Turner, Collections Manager

Canterbury Cathedral   Events past and future

In the first months of this year, 
we have been involved in

some most enjoyable
collaborative events. On 4th
March, we worked with the
University of Kent on a study
afternoon on the ‘Lyghfield
Bible’, the late 13th-century
Parisian pocket Bible which we
purchased last summer, as
described in the last issue of this
newsletter. The afternoon, held
at the University, consisted of a
number of papers exploring
topics relating to the Bible. The
papers showed that there is still
much to discover about the
volume. In the evening, we
hosted at the Cathedral a lecture
by Dr Alixe Bovey on
‘Illuminating the Bible in
Medieval Canterbury’. This was a
fascinating and entertaining
lecture. Dr Bovey is Head of
Research at the Courtauld
Institute, and a member of the
Cathedral’s Fabric Advisory
Committee.

Also in March we worked with
Canterbury Christ Church
University on a study day on
William Somner, Canterbury
antiquarian and historian, and
also the auditor of the Cathedral,
who died in 1669. We will
contribute to a conference at
Christ Church on 24th and 25th
May which marks the 30th

anniversary of the Canterbury
World Heritage Site. Cathedral
staff will contribute papers on
the UNESCO UK Memory of the
World scheme and on ‘The
Canterbury Journey, marking
meaning and a sense of place’. 

We also ran two collaborative
events with the Cathedral Lodge
hotel, both full days with lunch.
The first was on ‘Plants and
Print-making’ featuring a talk
from the Head Gardener, a
related display from the Archives
and Library collections and a
print-making workshop with a
local artist. The second was on
‘Scribes and Calligraphy’,
featuring a talk on illuminated
manuscripts, a display from the
collections, and a calligraphy
workshop. Both days sold out
very quickly, and repeat days are
also selling well. 

Planning is well underway for
events to mark the anniversaries
of St Thomas Becket in 2020. It
will be 850 years since his
murder in December that year,
and 800 years since his
translation. The Cathedral has
launched the ‘Copes for
Canterbury’ project, which aims
to create a set of 12 festal copes
with material based on the
vestments in which Archbishop
Hubert Walter was buried in
1205. The vestments were

removed from the tomb in 1890.
There will also be a conference in
November next year on Becket
and Canterbury.

Cressida Williams, 
Head of Archives and Library 

Chichester Cathedral

In the last year, since being 
appointed, we have made

some amazing discoveries.
Concealed in an unopened
envelope addressed to a previous
Librarian (long deceased), we
found an Erasmus Gospels with
dedications to Catherine of
Aragon and King Henry VIII. 
It was in a poor condition so 
is currently away at West 
Dean College of Arts and
Conservation being restored.
Additionally we found a leather-
bound presentation copy of Dr
Mary Hobbs’ book Chichester
Cathedral. An Historical Survey. It
has coloured edging and flyleaves
of our Piper tapestry. Dr Hobbs
was a previous, much valued,
Librarian. 

With the assistance of five
Library Volunteers we have
begun the monumental task of
cleaning all the books in the
Library. No mean feat when we
estimate there are 6,000 books
awaiting cleaning. We are
indebted to West Dean College
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for a training session. Besides
looking after the books and
artefacts in our care, an armchair
has been re-upholstered and the
floor cleaned. 

Last month we started
opening the Library to the public
each month on the first Tuesday
morning and fourth Friday
afternoon. After three open
sessions we have welcomed 60
visitors. These opening times are
in addition to two Cathedral
‘Behind the Scenes’ Days when
hidden areas of the Cathedral
and Bishop’s Chapel are open to
the public. We have been pleased
to welcome visits from the Dean,
Precentor and Communar, and
are looking forward to
welcoming Bishop Martin and
his guest, an abbot.

The Library looks very
different from a year ago. With
the Chancellor’s agreement a
large cabinet containing card
indexes has been removed, and
appropriate items have been
transferred to Chichester Record
Office. Bespoke furniture is due
to be delivered this month,
comprising book cases, lockable
cabinets and a display cabinet to
be sited in the Cathedral.

We look forward to the June
Triennial Conference in Salisbury
when we anticipate support for
two ‘new-comers’ to the role of
cathedral librarians and we know
we will learn a lot.

Diana Wills and Richard Hance,
Sub-Librarians.

Durham Cathedral

Durham Cathedral’s Library 
and Collections team

welcomed our new Head of
Collections, Alison Cullingford,
in January. Alison has joined us
from Bradford University, where
she spent 18 years working as
Special Collections Librarian. She
is particularly excited to work
with our beautiful manuscript
collection in the most complete
in situ medieval monastic library
in the UK, and the rest of the
team is very happy to have her
here!

although it was nice to get the
manuscripts back in their
permanent home afterwards.

Work continues on two major
projects. Durham Priory Library
Recreated, which aims to digitise
in partnership with Durham
University all the remaining
books of the pre-Reformation
Durham Priory Library, currently
held at Durham Cathedral,
Durham University and Ushaw
College, has seen around 170
medieval manuscripts and
incunabula digitised so far. A
majority of these have now been
uploaded and are available to be
viewed, in full and free of charge,
on the priory project website:
www.durhampriory.ac.uk/ 

A team of diligent library
volunteers is also continuing to
transcribe the diaries of former
Bishop of Durham Herbert
Hensley Henson, as part of the
Church, State and Nation: The
Journals of Herbert Hensley
Henson, 1900-1939 project, in
partnership with Durham
University. Around 28 of the 60
volumes covered in the project
remit have been fully transcribed
so far. Further information
about this project can be found
here: www.dur.ac.uk/research
/directory/view/?mode=proje
ct&id=1000

The next ‘Treasures of Durham
Cathedral Library’ events have
been scheduled for 2019: on
Wednesday 8th May and
Saturday 15th June on the
subject of ‘Languages’, and on
Saturday 12th October and
Wednesday 27th November on
the subject of ‘Banned Books’.
We look forward to welcoming
visitors to our beautiful
Refectory Library, which is
usually not open to the public.

� Alison Cullingford.

Four of the Cathedral Library’s
manuscripts (along with two
Anglo-Saxon stones) have
recently returned from London
where they were on loan to the
British Library as part of its
Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms: Art, Word,
War exhibition. These were a 
7th-century Gospel book
fragment; the Durham Gospels; 
a 10th-century Collectar known
as the Durham Ritual; and
Cassiodorus’s Expositio
Psalmorum, dating from the 8th
century. The Cathedral Library
was privileged to be able to lend
something to such a significant
and well-received exhibition –
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Exeter Cathedral

Our Adopt-a-Book project
continues to do well: since the
launch of our third catalogue in
October 2018, a further 19
volumes have been adopted by
our generous sponsors, taking
the total number of books
conserved since the project
began in October 2016 to over
100. Work has already started on
identifying books for the next
catalogue, to be launched in
October 2019. As Durham
Cathedral Library has no budget
for conservation for its early
printed collections, this project
allows us the opportunity not
only to fundraise for the care and
conservation of the books in the
Refectory Library, but it also
helps raise the profile of the
Library and its collections. The
project has raised over £30,000
to date since its initial launch,
and we hope it will run for a
number of years yet. More
information on the Adopt-a-
Book project can be found here:
www.durhamcathedral.co.uk
/get-involved/adopt-a-book

Our current Open Treasure
exhibition, Feasting and Fasting:
The Great Kitchen at Durham
Cathedral runs until June and
explores the extraordinary
building, how it was made, and
what it has been used for, from
monastic times to the present
day. The Vikings in Northumbria,
our next temporary exhibition,
will open on 11th June 2019.

We continue to purchase 
new works of theology for the
Sharp Library (owned by the
Lord Crewe Trustees, but
administered on their behalf by
Durham Cathedral Library), and
new works relevant to the
Chapter Library collections. Our
modern collections are accessible

Monday to Friday, 10.00am-
4.30pm (with last entry at
4.00pm), while our reading room
continues to operate three days
every week (Tuesday to
Thursday, 10.00am-1.00pm and
2.00pm-4.30pm). If anyone is
interested in making an
appointment, please contact us
at:
library@durhamcathedral.co.uk

Sarah-Jane Raymond, 
Assistant Librarian 

An upcoming Durham event 
10-13 September 2019

which may be of interest is the
inaugural conference, held at St
Chad’s College Durham and
Ushaw College, of the Residential
Research Library, established to
provide fellowships for scholars
to research the collections of the
cathedral and university and
Ushaw College. The conference is
titled ‘Libraries, Learnings and
Religious Identities’. Further
details can be found at
www.dur.ac.uk/conference.b
ooking/details/?id=1217

Michael Stansfield, Deputy Head of
Archives and Special Collections,
Durham University.

Following several years of 
successful collaboration,

Exeter Cathedral and the
University of Exeter celebrated
the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding on 20 March
2019. Over 80 guests attended
the event in the Cathedral,
including the Lord Mayor of
Exeter, the Deputy Lord
Lieutenant of Devon, the Bishop
of Exeter and representatives
from the University and
Cathedral including members of

the Cathedral Library and
Archives Advisory Board. The
agreement was signed on behalf
of the Cathedral by the Dean, the
Very Reverend Jonathan
Greener, and on behalf of the
University by the Deputy Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Mark
Goodwin. Representatives from
the University Chapel Choir sang
during the signing and Professor
James Clark, Associate Dean for
Research and Knowledge
Transfer and Professor of
History at the University, gave a
talk on ‘The Exeter Book and the
books of Exeter’ – an
appreciation of some of the
literary and artistic treasures
held in the Cathedral’s Library
and Archives.

A highlight of the evening was
the opportunity to see the
renowned Exeter Book which has
recently returned to the
Cathedral from the British
Library where it featured
alongside the only three other
extant literary manuscripts
written in Old English - the
Vercelli Book, the Junius
Manuscript and the Beowulf
manuscript - in the major
exhibition, ‘Anglo-Saxon
Kingdoms: art, word, war’. For
more information about the
Cathedral’s Library and Archives: 
www.exetercathedral.org.uk/
historyheritage/l ibrary-
archives/

A forthcoming exhibition,
‘Forging the Past in Medieval
Exeter’, tells the story of the
11th-century origins of Exeter
with some of its earliest Anglo-
Saxon documents, including a
series of fascinating forgeries.
The exhibition explores why
these were produced, revealing
how, in the context of the
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Lambeth Palace 

� Decorative brickwork in the new building.

� The top floor.

foundation of the Bishopric and
Viking invasions, the Cathedral
forged the past to protect its
present. The exhibition runs
from 13th – 31st May with free
curator talks and tours by Dr
Jennie England on 27th and
28th May (booking essential).
The exhibition will also be
accompanied by an evening talk
by Dr Levi Roach on 30th  May,
‘Fake Founders and Counterfeit
Claims: The Forged Documents
of Medieval Exeter.’ For more
information and to book: 
www.exetercathedral.org.uk/
n e w s - e v e n t s / l a t e s t n e w s
/ f o r g i n g - p a s t - m e d i e v a l -
exeter-king-aethelstan/

Canon Ann Barwood, 
Canon Librarian

increase in the number of
attendees, helped by our
marketing department’s
promotion of events on social
media.

As part of the HLF-funded
project to renovate part of the
cloister of the College of Vicars
Choral, Jess Stallwood has been
appointed for six months to
support the outreach
requirements. She will work
closely with us and a group of
volunteers to produce an
associated exhibition, oral
history recordings and activities
in the rejuvenated Old Chapel. 

We look forward to the 2020
celebrations (beginning this
October) to mark the 700th
anniversary of the canonisation
of St Thomas Cantilupe, the
programme for which will be
launched on 12th May.

Rosemary Firman, 
Cathedral Librarian

in archive stores in May and the
next construction milestone will
be the topping-out ceremony on
30th May. We remain on target
to take possession in April/May
next year and will spend the
remainder of the year moving in,
snagging and getting our
operations up and running in the
new library.

In the existing Library, early
April saw the retirement of one
of our archivists, Clare Brown,
after almost 17 years during
which she’s made significant

Hereford Cathedral

Our 1217 Magna Carta is 
currently on display in

Vercelli, north-west Italy, as the
centrepiece of the exhibition ‘La
Magna Charta’, which celebrates
the 800th anniversary of the
founding of the city’s Basilica di
Sant’ Andrea by Guala Bicchieri,
the papal legate whose seal was
once attached to the foot of the
document. The exhibition, which
explores Guala’s legacy and
Vercelli’s links with the rest of
Europe in the 13th century, is on
until 9th June.

The Library & Archives’
publications have been upgraded
as part of a cathedral-wide
rebranding operation, and as a
result we have for the first time a
full-colour information leaflet
about our services and a glossy
brochure advertising the Life &
Learning adult education
programme, which we
administer. There has been an

The building construction is 
now reaching the halfway

point and remains on time and
on budget. We anticipate that the
shelving will start to be installed



Newsletter – Summer 2019 • 9

Norwich Cathedral 

� The reading room. � “An extremely tatty book” – leaves from the Book of Martyrs prior to conservation.

contributions to our collections
through her work but in
particular to our archives of
ecumenical work of the Church
and our Greek manuscripts
collection. Her work was
recognised by the Lanfranc
Award for Education and
Scholarship ‘for her work in
guiding readers through the
archives of the Church of
England, and for her exhibitions
and scholarly expertise in
support of Lambeth Palace
Library and three Archbishops of
Canterbury’.

Declan Kelly, 
Director of Libraries and Archives

When I came to Norwich 
Cathedral Library I was

shown an extremely tatty book
living in a cardboard box, with a
note saying that it is “Foxe’s book
of martyrs”. Not knowing quite
what to do with our unfortunate
object, I left it alone with a
mental note to deal with it in the
future… 

Years passed, then in June
2016 I was invited to participate
in a workshop run by the
“Remembering the Reformation”
project www.rememberingthe
reformation.org.uk/. One of
the presentations at the
workshop was given by Dr Mark
Rankin, in which he looked at the
images in the early editions of
Foxe’s Book of Martyrs. As a
result of this meeting, Dr Rankin
identified our copy as the second
edition of 1570.

The 1570 edition is a relatively
rare book, and an important 
one. A Privy Council order
commanded that it be placed in
every parish church in the land,
along with cathedrals and
guildhalls. While it is clear that
the order was not always carried
out, it is this copy that offered
the definitive interpretation of
recent events, and it was the
basis of subsequent editions
down to the 9th folio edition of
1684. Dr Rankin has identified
58 copies in his research of the
1570 edition, mostly in
institutions worldwide. This
includes just 28 copies in the

United Kingdom. Outside of
Cambridge, there are only two in
our part of the country: the copy
at St Edmundsbury Cathedral,
and Norwich’s copy. 

In May 2017, Dr Rankin
visited us to give a lecture on
“The Norwich Cathedral copy of
Foxe’s Book of martyrs and its
treatment of Norfolk martyrs” as
part of our fundraising campaign
to have the book conserved for
exhibition and study purposes.
Following generous donations
from the Chapter and Friends of
Norwich Cathedral, and from
private individuals, we were able
to commission conservation of
the book by James Cassels
www.bookconservator.co.uk/
As it arrived in his workshop,
James Cassels noted that the
pages were ‘grimy and stained,
detached, torn, crumpled and
weak’, with the paper ‘soft and
“woolly”‘, indicating that the
volumes had been ‘subjected to
prolonged damp’. The text block
was incomplete, with a
considerable amount of material
missing from volume 1. The
evidence remaining suggests that
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it was originally bound as two
individual volumes, because ‘the
original tawed sewing supports
still attached to the spine of
volume 2 are only the width of
that volume and do not extend to
volume 1’. There is an ownership
signature and date on the first
page of volume 2 (p. 1483), ‘Wm
Vincent 1764’, which suggests
that this was the beginning of
that volume. He clearly owned
both volumes, however, as
within volume 1 his initials
appear on p.1083, and his name
and the date 1764 on p.1284. 

The conservation process was
consuming of both time and
workshop space: the gatherings
had to be separated, the pages
were cleaned first by brushing

away surface dirt (I was very
excited when James showed me a
bag of dirt that he had collected
and saved for me!). The pages
were then washed, and resized by
submersion in a solution of 2%
gelatine in warm water, then
blotted and dried on racks.
Papers repairs followed: because
the brief was to conserve, not
absolutely every blemish, spot,
hole, tear has been treated.
However, where the damage was
greater, tears have been mended
with Japanese paper and wheat
starch adhesive; the outer pages
required extensive rebuilding.
The text block was then resewn
using the same sewing stations
as the original binding, although
the sewing was done slightly

differently to make it more
secure than the original sewing.

The spine has been lined with
linen and handmade paper from
Griffen Mill www.griffenmill
handmadepaper.com/ has
been used for the endpapers. The
boards are of millboard with
vellum tips, otherwise covered
with linen buckram and the spine
covered in stained alum-tawed
calf, with gold-leaf lettering. 
To finish it off, a bookshoe of
1mm millboard was provided to
give additional support and
protection.

We welcomed the book home
with a series of events to
demonstrate the work done, to
let people see the book in its
conserved state, and to display it
in conjunction with other items
from the collection that relate to
the book’s original production
and that show conservation
undertaken and required in the
Library. We are looking forward
to exploring ways of using it in
the future: as it figures on the
National Curriculum at KS3, can
it assist our Head of Schools and
Family Learning in engaging
school visits from this age group?

Gudrun Warren, 
Librarian and Curator
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St Davids Cathedral

St Paul’s Cathedral

The St Davids Cathedral 
Library Development

Programme is continuing
successfully. An important part
of this is an environmental
programme, which has benefited
from a helpful CALCA grant.  
A comprehensive cleaning
programme was instituted:
moving throughout the library,
with all books removed, assessed,
dusted, cleaned and shelves
cleaned before all books were
replaced. We also set to cleaning
the window fittings, ferramenta
and vice doors so that they could
be opened when warm weather
allowed. This enabled damp air to
be released from the Library
gallery and fresh air let in.
Volunteers helped with this
programme as well as the
Cathedral’s two postgraduate
choral scholars who work on
other aspects of Cathedral work
as well as singing in the
Cathedral Choir back row. A
dehumidifier was installed and
was regularly extracting 1.5
inches an hour from the room.
The Relative Humidity (RH) was
being measured on a single
analogue monitor. The readings
from this were kept in a record
book. This enabled trends to be
seen but was restricted to one
location in the Library and to the
times that data was collected. In
mid 2017, RH levels were usually
in the mid to high seventies and
occasionally low eighties. This is
the warm, wet west after all. As
the work got underway, we could
soon see that RH levels were
beginning to stop rising and then
slowly to decline. We now also
wanted to invest in a monitoring
system that was more dynamic

than the existing one and would
also give us the ability for
monitoring what was happening
in different parts of the Library
space. Then we can detect and
adjust for trends in different
places on different days and
times of day. 

On taking professional advice,
including from the Welsh
Government Museums and
Libraries Division (MALD), we
identified Tiny Tags as a system
that would suit our needs on all
these fronts. A helpful grant
from CALCA enabled us to
purchase the software and first
two Tiny Tags units. The

software is now running on the
Library Office PC. This is
enabling us both to monitor and
to record continuously the
temperature and RH
movements. Various locations
for the two new bright yellow
units were trialled, until we
decided on two positions we
particularly wanted to keep an
eye on while other development
work progressed. Using income
generated from public opening of
the Library twice a week, we will
now continue to add Tiny Tags
units. Thus more positions
throughout the Library space can
be monitored and recorded
simultaneously. We anticipate
this will enable us to prevent the
environment of the Cathedral
Library slipping back to its
previous unsafe condition.    

Meanwhile, we have recently
obtained full faculty permission
to proceed with ten separate
items on our Development
Programme. These include
archaeological investigation of
the medieval Library walls,
construction and installation of
additional shelving and research
carrels in the gallery. To achieve
this we have been working with
the new Church Heritage Cymru
Online Faculty System (OFS). It
has proved straightforward and
efficient and we would happily
recommend it to any potential
users.

Mari James, 
Library Development Officer

Currently underway is a 
landmark project to

conserve the fabric of the
Cathedral Library and improve
the environmental conditions
within it. The scope includes:
decanting the contents, replacing
the heating system, ensuring the
environmental conditions in the
Library remain sound for the
long-term preservation of the
books, cleaning and conserving
the fabric of the chamber and
providing new work stations and
display facilities to enhance
access to the collection. 
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A number of tests and
investigations were carried out in
2018 and RIBA stage three of the
project is now complete. The
tests were concerned with the
conservation treatment of the
historic surfaces in the Library
chamber: the floor, the book
shelves, the carved wooden
brackets, the window seats, the
stone walls and the carved stone
pilasters. The tests enabled us to
identify the treatment options
which we will pursue and to
ensure that the budget reflects
the chosen options. The
information also informed the
Cathedral’s application to the
Cathedrals Fabric Commission
for England (CFCE), which
detailed all of the works which
the project will entail. A
delegation from the CFCE came
to the Cathedral for a project

presentation and approved the
proposed work with conditions
to be met as the project proceeds.
The project will complete in
summer 2020.

Emptying the Library

Almost a project within a
project, the Library decant has
seen 12,500 books and
manuscripts cleaned, recorded,
packed and moved off-site. This
logistical feat has been
undertaken so that the
environment can be monitored
without the books present, the
building works can take place
without risk to the collection and
the collection is clean when it
comes back to the renovated
chamber. 

Forty-two linear metres of
loose and unlisted archive
material were removed from the

Library between December 2016
and August 2018. This historic
material was listed, re-housed
and moved to the Reserve
Collections Store by the Archivist
and Librarian. The inventoried
objects (paintings, busts, models
and miscellaneous furniture)
were removed throughout July
and August 2018. 

Expert advice on book moves
was obtained from Caroline
Bendix and Giorgia Genco, with
Giorgia providing team
leadership for the cleaners and
packers. On 3rd September, work
began to clean, wrap, record and
pack the Library’s books and
manuscripts. Starting with the
book cases and the lower level
shelves, the conservators used
conservation hoovers to remove
dust from the outside of the
volumes, before they were
wrapped in acid-free tissue
paper, recorded with an
individual barcode and packed
into plastic boxes which were
lined with bubble wrap. 

A tower was constructed
within the Library to transport
the boxes safely from the gallery
level to the library floor. 208
boxes were winched from the
triforium level to the cathedral
floor each Monday evening after
evensong in September. The
boxes were winched 12 at a time
by the Cathedral’s Works
Department. Each Tuesday
morning, a removals company
took the boxes out of the
building via the Great West
Doors and loaded them into a
lorry for transit to the store at
Upper Heyford. 977 boxes were
required.

Lunchtime bubble-wrap-
cutting volunteers were supplied
by the Cathedral’s Finance,



Newsletter – Summer 2019 • 13

Schools and Family Learning and
Events Departments. Book slips
and box numbers were produced
in-house by the Cathedral’s Print
Room. The project was recorded
photographically by Graham
Lacdao and concluded in
October. 

The packaging and recording
method will enable the books to
be returned and re-shelved in an
orderly fashion in two years’
time. The removal of the books
and furniture has revealed that,
in general, the shelves and floor
are in good condition. Eight
books were found to have mould
and have been taken off site for
treatment. The Library will now
be monitored to gain an
understanding of how the books
themselves were moderating the
environment in the library.

Simon Carter,
Head of Collections
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York MinsterWorcester Cathedral

Last month we welcomed a 
new Dean at the Minster.

Jonathan Frost came from
Southampton in the Diocese of
Winchester where he was the
Suffragan Bishop. He served as
Chair of the Joint Board of
Education and as Chair of Love
Southampton, and prior to that
role he had been Residentiary
Canon at Guildford Cathedral.
Jonathan is settling in and
meeting all the staff. 

We had a busy year in 2018,
with over 6,000 visitors to the
Old Palace and nearly 32,500
school children attending
Learning events. Responding to
an identified need for an
increased family offer over the
summer, the Collections &
Learning Team delivered self-led
and facilitated sessions over 55
days in July and August. The
offer was determined through
evaluation of offers from
previous years and learning
through the Arts Council
England project. The theme of
‘All things bright and beautiful’
was chosen to compliment the
theme of the Stone Carving
Festival. Sessions and activities
focused on protecting the
environment and highlighting
our natural world. A tent was
erected in Dean’s Park and
decorated with sustainable
materials. In total, 58 workshops
were delivered which included
movement, dance, storytelling,
crafts for children and adults and
information sessions. A further
348 hours of self-led activity
occurred including colouring in,
creative play and crafting around
our chosen theme. Participants
were also encouraged to explore

The Library has been busy 
with tours and visiting

scholars in recent months. The
ongoing major archive
conservation project this year is
for the cleaning and repair of
some 2,000 medieval and early
modern documents, together
with the repair of two monastic
registers, the digitisation of one
of those registers, and the
cleaning and display of 18 royal
charters in a custom made
display case. The work is being
funded from several sources but
principally the Foyle Foundation.
The project should be complete
by December 2019. The charters
cover the Anglo-Saxons, the
Middle Ages, the Tudors, Stuarts,
the Hanoverians and Queen
Victoria.

The ongoing tasks of
cataloguing the collections,
research, and answering library
enquiries from the public have
continued. The Cathedral Library
blog has also seen several
contributions by various people
over the last few months. The
Adopt-A-Book scheme has
required several more book
boxes and book shoes purchased
for items in the collection, and
the new leaflet has been updated.

The Library’s staff and
volunteers are also working on a
small exhibition about the
charters, which will explain to
visitors about the contents of the
royal charters that have been
repaired. This will be a free
display in the Dean’s Chapel this
summer.

David Morrison, Librarian

the park with mini-beast hunting
kits and trails. Over the 55 days
we welcomed 11,061 people to
the tent, many of whom had not
interacted with the Minster
before. 

In October 2018 the
Collections & Learning team
welcomed 1,015 Key Stage 2
children and teachers from York
City Centre to commemorate the
start of a six-week period of
remembrance leading up to
Armistice 100. The team were
supported by external facilitators
from York Army Museum, the
Peace Museum, 2 Signal
Regiment, the War Memorials
Trust and York Explore. Children
undertook two or three activities
designed to help them learn and
reflect on events 100 years
before. Each group of children
was accompanied by a veteran
from conflicts ranging from the
Second World War to
Afghanistan. A short act of
remembrance occurred at 11am
focussing on the King’s Book of
York Heroes. Six children from
Westfield School read the names
of the first 20 men killed during
the First World War. The rest of
the names were read at venues
around the city over the six
weeks leading up to the 11th
November. 

We are continuing to work
hard to engage with those less
likely to feel confident visiting
our collections and cathedrals.
This year we have facilitated art
workshops, tours and self-guided
visits for those living with
mental health difficulties, living
in isolation and those who are
seeking refuge and asylum in the
UK. 

In 2018 we facilitated over 250
collections appointments for
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Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms:
Art, Word, War

Other News…
researchers, retrieving more
than 1,700 items from the
collection. We continue to work
closely with the University of
York and our collections have
been used in 18 seminars so far
this year. 

We are delighted that the
Friends of York Minster have
agreed to fund new underlay to
protect all of the historic carpets
in York Minster and new
conservation-grade blinds to
protect the library collections in
the Old Palace.

Sarah Griffin, Minster Librarian 

The British Library’s Anglo-
Saxon Kingdoms exhibition

closed after four months on 19th
February 2019, having been seen
by a total of 108,268 visitors.
23% of these visitors came from
overseas, and 3,200 came in
school groups. The Library also
ran two audio-described tours of
the exhibition for blind and
visually impaired visitors. The
exhibition received extensive
positive coverage in the national
and international media,
including five-star reviews from
The Evening Standard and 
The Guardian. The events
programme, featuring speakers
such as Michael Wood, Jinty
Nelson and Christopher de
Hamel, sold out. Our
international academic
conference, Manuscripts in the
Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms, was
attended by over 250 people on
13th-15th December, having
sold out three months in
advance. The exhibition

catalogue, edited by Claire Breay
and Joanna Story, has now sold
over 15,000 copies; the Library’s
Anglo-Saxons website www.bl
.uk/anglo-saxons — incorp-
orating essays and descriptions
of the objects displayed in the
exhibition—has received more
than 40,000 views since October
2018; and the Medieval
Manuscripts Blog received over
260,000 views during the
exhibition.

The exhibition included 180
objects, 80 of which came from
the British Library’s own
outstanding collection of Anglo-
Saxon manuscripts, while 100
exhibits were on loan from 25
national and international
lenders. Five English cathedrals
— Canterbury, Durham, Exeter,
Lichfield and Rochester — and
Lambeth Palace Library loaned
some of their greatest treasures
to the exhibition, including the
Canterbury portable sundial, the
Durham Cassiodorus, the Exeter
Book, the Lichfield Angel, the
Textus Roffensis, and the
MacDurnan Gospels from
Lambeth. Other major loans
included Codex Amiatinus,
making its first return from Italy
to Britain in over 1300 years;
Domesday Book, an unparalleled
source of evidence about the
landscape, organisation and
wealth of late Anglo-Saxon
England; the Sutton Hoo buckle
and sword-belt; the Alfred Jewel
and key objects from the
Staffordshire Hoard.

The British Library digitised
almost all of its Anglo-Saxon
manuscripts prior to the
exhibition, and this digital
coverage is a legacy for future
research on the period now that
the exhibition has closed. Details
of the manuscripts digitised are
available here: https://blogs.
bl.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/2
018/10/manuscripts-from-
the-anglo-saxon-kingdoms-
online.html

Dr Claire Breay, Head of Ancient,
Medieval and Early Modern
Manuscripts, The British Library

� The Lichfield Angel. Copyright Lichfield
Cathedral. 
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The Friends of the National Libraries

The National Manuscripts Conservation Trust

The Friends of the National 
Libraries (FNL) helps

libraries, museums and record
offices acquire books,
manuscripts and archives. The
FNL helps the nation’s libraries
not just national libraries. Our
grants enable you to acquire
books, manuscripts and archives
that your institution would not
otherwise have the resources to
purchase.

We offer significant financial
help to county record offices,
university libraries, national
libraries, cathedrals, museums
and art galleries to help them
acquire the full range of written
and printed material. Our two
main criteria when awarding
grants are the historical, literary
and other qualities of the
proposed acquisition and its
significance to your collection.

We also take into account price,
condition and provenance.

We usually contribute part of
the cost of an acquisition, with
the remainder coming from your
own or other sources. We can
also respond to applications
where no other money is
available, so long as you have
thoroughly explored all other
possible sources of support. Our
grants tend to be in the range of
£1,000 to £20,000, with most
grants being between £2k and
£10k. Receiving a grant from the
FNL often helps unlock other
sources of funding. Applying for
a grant is easy, you just need to
write a letter of application and
email it to Nell Hoare, Secretary
of FNL (admin@fnlmail.org.uk). 

Whilst we prefer to consider
grant applications at one of our
regular meetings, we can give you

a decision quickly if you face an
auction or similar sale deadline.
If your application is not urgent,
then our next application
deadline is 24th May 2019.
Decisions will be given within
two weeks of these dates.

For details of the application
process, terms and conditions of
grant, as well as what to include
in your letter of application see
the FAQ section of the FNL’s
website www.friendsofnation
allibraries.org.uk The website
also contains a database of all
past grants as well as our Annual
Report, which gives a good idea
of the range of acquisitions that
that we can support.

If you have any queries about
our grants and our application
process please get in touch with
Nell at the email address
admin@fnlmail.org.uk

Nell Hoare,
FNL Secretary

The National Manuscripts 
Conservation Trust offers

grants for the conservation and
preservation of manuscripts and
archives. Since the NMCT was
founded in 1990 it has awarded
grants of over £3m, which have
enabled the conservation of
hundreds of musical, literary,
architectural and other vital
historical documents. Our grants
ensure that these important
collections can once more be

made accessible to the public and
researchers.

The next deadline for the
submission of applications is 1st
October 2019.

We welcome grant
applications from non-national
institutions such as county
record offices, museums,
university archives/special
collections, cathedral archives
and libraries, as well as owners of
manuscripts that are exempt

from capital taxation or owned
by a charitable trust. 

Our grants can cover
conservation, binding and other
preservation measures, including
digitisation (providing it is part
of a wider conservation project).
The significance of the collection
or items to be conserved, as well
as the proposed conservation
treatment, are carefully reviewed
by Trustees when making their
decisions. 

Among the grants awarded to Cathedrals, 
or for Cathedral collections, are:

• Winchester Cathedral: The Winchester Bible
• Gloucester Cathedral
• Hereford Cathedral: Conservation of 12th century glossed Psalter, MS 0.VI.12
• St Paul’s Cathedral: Conservation of the architectural archive
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• Westminster Abbey: Rehousing of Westminster Abbey’s royal grants and charters
• Worcester Cathedral: Conservation of medieval manuscripts
• Exeter Cathedral: Conservation of Exeter Cathedral Archives
• Hampshire Record Office: Winchester Cathedral pre-1540 court and account rolls.

Applications must be submitted on our application form, which you can download from our website:
www.nmct.co.uk

If you have any queries about whether your project is eligible or about our application process you are
most welcome to contact Mrs Nell Hoare, who manages the Trust. You can contact her either through the
NMCT’s website or at info@nmct.co.uk

NMCT is the only grant giver solely focused on manuscript conservation and we are keen to spread the
benefit of the funding that we have available, so do consider applying.

THE CATHEDRAL ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES AND COLLECTIONS ASSOCIATION

THE CATHEDRAL ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES AND COLLECTIONS ASSOCIATION is for anyone responsible for and
working with historic collections – books, archives and objects – in the cathedrals and related

organisations of Great Britain and Ireland to provide for the development of best practice in and the
exchange of information about all aspects of the care, development and promotion of those collections, to
secure their continuing educational role within the wider mission of their governing bodies.

For our webpages, see http://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/

Enquiries about membership should be directed to the Honorary Secretary or Treasurer.

Committee Contacts

Chairman:
The Very Rev Peter Atkinson, Dean of Worcester

Vice Chairman:
Vacant

Honorary Treasurer:
Dr Michael Stansfield, Durham University Library. Email m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk

Honorary Secretary:
Ms Judith Curthoys, The Archives, Christ Church Oxford. Email Judith.curthoys@chch.ox.ac.uk

Assistant Secretary:
Mrs Katie Flanagan, Brunel University. Email Katie.Flanagan@brunel.ac.uk

Committee Members:
Dr Claire Breay, British Library.  Email claire.breay@bl.uk 
Mr Simon Carter, St Paul’s Cathedral.  Email simon@stpaulscathedral.org.uk
Dr Rosemary Firman, Hereford Cathedral.  Email library@herefordcathedral.org
Ms Vicky Harrison, York Minster.  Email vickyh@yorkminster.org
Dr Norman James, formerly The National Archives.  Email stalbans2015@gmail.com 
Ms Kate McQuillian, St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle.  Email Kate.McQuillian@stgeorges-windsor.org 
Mrs Cressida Williams, Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library.  Email cressida.williams@canterbury-
cathedral.org
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We aim to produce two issues of this newsletter each year, in summer and winter. Any contributions
should be sent to the Editor, Mrs Cressida Williams, either by email to cressida.williams@canterbury-
cathedral.org or by post to her at Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library, The Precincts,
Canterbury CT1 2EH, to reach her by 31st October for the winter issue, or 30th April for the summer
issue. She would also welcome comments or suggestions for content.

This edition of the newsletter was designed by 
The Fitzwalter Press
38 Lark Drive
Attleborough NR17 1NZ
01953 455146 
fitzwalterpress@gmail.com


