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In 2015, it was decided that the
Association could afford to offer
modest funding to enterprises
that support its stated aims. 

CALCA now invites applications
from fully paid up members of
two years’ or more standing for
grants in areas such as the
following: 

� The Very Reverend Peter Atkinson

From the Chairman…

CALCA Grants

The Cathedral Archives, Libraries
and Collections Association

SUMMER 2018

Welcome to the latest edition of
the CALCA Newsletter. We had a
most rewarding Day Conference
and AGM at Exeter on 12 June,
where we enjoyed the heritage
and hospitality of that wonderful
cathedral. It was an opportunity
for us to express our appreciation
to Canon Ann Barwood, also 
of Exeter Cathedral, for the eleven
or so years in which she 
has served as Vice Chair. Those
years have seen considerable
growth in the range of activities 
of the Association, interestingly

chronicled by another Exeter
colleague, Peter Thomas.
Personally, I have valued Ann’s
consistently wise and encouraging
contributions to meetings of the
Executive Committee, and the
occasions on which she has kindly
deputized for me. We also were
able to thank Gudrun Warren for
serving on the Committee, but
welcomed Rosemary Firman,
Librarian of Hereford Cathedral,
and Simon Carter, Collections
Manager at St Paul’s Cathedral, as
new members.

� Help in defraying the costs of holding conferences and workshops
� Support for small projects such as the web publication of 

unpublished catalogues
� Assistance to members in undertaking essential travel 

as part of work in line with CALCA’s aims
� The provision of equipment, such as perhaps book supports, 

to facilitate access to collections
� Assistance with the necessary purchase of manuscripts and archives 

to benefit the CALCA community
� Carrying out conservation work on manuscripts and archives 

or providing equipment, such as data loggers, to help in 
monitoring environments

Funds will not be made available towards the cost of commercial publication but will be allocated where
they can be expected to provide the greatest benefit to the greatest number of people. Often this will be
achieved by making several small awards, rather than a few larger awards. Funding levels may vary from
year to year, but it is anticipated that the Committee will make awards of not more than £250 each, and of
not more than £500 in total each year.

Applications should comprise: a brief outline of the project, conference or work; its overall cost; the 
grant being sought; the names and addresses of two referees; details of the addressee for the cheque. 
Forms are available from the CALCA website or by application to:

Dr Michael Stansfield, CALCA Treasurer – Durham University Library, Palace Green, Durham DH1 3RN, 
or m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk – to whom completed applications should be submitted by 2nd
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November 2018. Applications will then be considered at the subsequent meeting of the committee.
Applicants will be informed shortly thereafter.

Successful applicants will be asked to submit, for publication in the CALCA newsletter, a brief report (300-
500 words) of the use to which the grant was put.
Michael Stansfield, Hon Treasurer

The History of CALCA

THIS small contribution to the
Newsletter is definitely not

an attempt at a history of our
organisation but rather a
personal assemblage of random
remarks, mainly about the earlier
years. As it happens, the
foundation of the organisation
predates the start of my career at
Exeter Cathedral Library by only
two years. 

For the first 15 or so years of
its existence the organisation
was known as the Cathedral
Librarians’ Conference (CLC) –
no concession to archives, let
alone collections, and not even
an acronym. At the beginning of
the ‘prefatory note’ to his first
edition of Capitular libraries in
England: a directory of addresses
and officers (1976) Ben Benedikz,
stated that ‘the inaugural
meeting of capitular librarians
[was] held on 10 November 1975
in Lambeth Palace Library by
kind invitation of the Librarian,
Dr. E.G.W. Bill’. I started work at
Exeter Cathedral Library, as
‘Assistant Librarian in Charge’, in
November 1977. At about 30
years old I was probably the
youngest person at the first CLC
meetings I attended. (Not
surprisingly, this situation has
almost reversed over the
intervening period.) Both the
organisation and the
administration of Cathedral
Libraries and Archives

themselves have changed a good
deal since then, not least at
Exeter. 

When I started at Exeter the
few Library staff were employed
by the University, which had
administered the Library since
1954 in a relationship between a
Cathedral Library and an
academic institution which was
not at all typical. Before that
time the Cathedral Librarian and
other staff had been honorary
appointments. Under Exeter
University’s administration, the
University Librarian was
Cathedral Librarian ex officio,
though in practice the busy life of
a University Librarian meant
that he or she spent little or no
time at the Cathedral Library,
which can also be said of the
Dean and Chapter at that period.
The Library was open 15 hours
per week (not much, but more
than some other Cathedral
Libraries). The University
relinquished management of the
Library in 2001, since when the
story of both Cathedral Library
and Archives (now united under
one roof) has been one of steady
improvement on all fronts.

Returning to our organisation
itself, for some years from 1979,
as well as an annual meeting for
the CLC as a whole (usually held
at a member cathedral), there
was an ‘area meeting for West of
England Cathedral Librarians’.

(The area designation was always
elastic and subject to change.
After Lichfield was included in
1987, for example, it was altered
(briefly) to ‘Midlands and South-
West’.) From 1979 too, the
organisation was beginning to
acknowledge the existence of
Cathedral Archives, and by 1991
the corporate name Cathedral
Librarians’ Conference was
thought to be both misleading
and insufficiently inclusive. The
change to Cathedral Libraries
and Archives Association (CLAA,
still not quite an acronym) was
adopted in November of that
year. Much the same rationale
applies to our latest change of
name in 2017, which reflects the
fact that Cathedral Archivists
and Librarians often care for
‘collections’ as well as books and
documents, and some cathedrals
employ collections specialists.

The first ‘Cathedral Libraries’
Newsletter’ appeared at the end
of 1983. It was a typescript
edited by Ben Benedikz and
comprised less than one side of
A4 (‘may we hope that more
[news items] will be provided for
the next one?’). The first
residential ‘Cathedral Libraries
Conference’ with which the CLC
was associated was held in
Salisbury in 1984. The event has
become a regular feature within
the organisation and is now held
triennially. Exeter Cathedral
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Canterbury Cathedral

Library and Archives were the
hosts in 2001. One of the most
memorable of these conferences
was held in Dublin in 2013,
reflecting the happy fact that the
Republic of Ireland as well as the
UK is now included in the
organisation’s catchment area.
Several eminent scholars have
been speakers at these
conferences, but members of the
organisation itself have always
included, and still include,
scholars of repute, both
Cathedral Librarians or
Archivists and representatives of
related organisations. Geoffrey
Bill and Ben Benedikz have

already been mentioned. Other
examples, also from earlier days,
would be Mary Hobbs, Sheila
Hingley, Linzee Colchester and
Exeter’s own Audrey Erskine.
Thankfully, there have been
‘characters’ as well as scholars,
not that the two are mutually
exclusive.

One notable change and
improvement within the world of
Cathedral Libraries and Archives
has been the increased
accessibility of most collections.
(An important factor in this
context was the publication in
1984 of the first volume of the
Cathedral Libraries Catalogue, a

project begun as early as 1944. In
keeping with this long gestation
period, the two parts of the
second volume of the catalogue
(hard-copy version) did not
appear until 1998.) In this and
other respects CALCA seems a
world away from its origins as
the CLC – more professional,
more inclusive, better resourced,
obviously more IT-oriented and
more concerned with outreach,
for example. The dedicated care
for our ‘Archives, Libraries and
Collections’, however, remains
the same.
Peter Thomas, 
Exeter Cathedral Librarian

News from the Members…

We are delighted to welcome Dr
Tim Naish as Canon Librarian
and Director of Education, to
succeed Canon Christopher
Irvine, who left the Cathedral in
October. Canon Tim was
installed on 22nd April; before
coming to Canterbury, he worked
at Ripon College, Cuddesdon, in
charge of the Oxford Ministry
Course for part-time ordinands.
Canon Tim’s doctorate is in the
theology of mission. 

Fawn Todd (nee Walters) has
been appointed as Cathedral
Librarian to succeed Karen
Brayshaw. She took up the post
on 26th March. 

As reported in the last
newsletter, we were delighted to
follow Exeter Cathedral Archives
in securing Archive Service

Accreditation. On 19th March,
the certificate was presented 
to the Dean of Canterbury 
by Caroline Ottaway-Searle,
Director of Public Engagement at
The National Archives, at an
event attended by staff, partners

and supporters of the service. We
were particularly pleased that the
Templeman Library at the
University of Kent secured
accreditation in the same round
and indeed received its certificate
on the same day. 

� L to R: Cressida Williams, Caroline Ottaway-Searle and Canon Tim Naish
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We have introduced new ways
of monitoring access to our
collections through an Excel
database. These statistics are
included in the twice-yearly
reports to our Archives and
Library Committee. They analyse
reasons for use and the date of
material being accessed;
cathedrals interested in this
process are welcome to get in
touch. 

Of recent accessions,
particularly notable is a 1733
engraving of the Canterbury
Magna Carta by John Pine,
purchased with generous
assistance from the Friends of
the National Libraries and the
Friends of Canterbury Cathedral.
This item is particularly
significant as the original
Canterbury Magna Carta, now in
the British Library, was badly
damaged by fire and by
subsequent treatment. The
agreement authorising the
transfer to the Kent History and
Library Centre of the archive of
the Diocese of Canterbury was in
October, and the move of the
collection is due to be complete
by early June. 

Dr David Shaw, Library
Volunteer, has been continuing
to add detailed records for our
incunables and pre-1501
fragments to the MEI (Material
Evidence in Incunabula). Details
of 22 items have been added to
date. He is also adding details of
provenance of pre-1600
manuscripts to the Schoenberg
Database of Manuscripts
(SDBM) at the University of
Pennsylvania. To date 257
entries have been added to the
database. 

A fragment from the
‘Confessions’ of St Augustine,

dating from the late 12th/early
13th century, was lent to the
Turner Contemporary in
Margate for its exhibition on ‘T S
Eliot, Journeys with the
Wasteland’, on show from
February to May. This exhibition
was very well received. 

Four items from the Archives
and Library collections are due to
be lent to the Turner’s summer
exhibition on the theme of
‘Animals and Us’, running from
the end of May until September.
The ‘Fonthill Letter’ is due to be
lent to the British Library for its
exhibition on the Anglo-Saxons
opening in autumn 2018, along
with the Anglo-Saxon sundial. 

In January, filming took place
using Archives and Library
collections for Channel 5’s
‘Britain’s Great Cathedrals’,
presented by Tony Robinson. In
February, the Bargrave
Collection was filmed in the
Archives for BBC’s ‘Civilisations’
series, presented by Mary Beard.
Both have been screened. The
episode of BBC4’s ‘Secret
Knowledge’ featuring the
Bargrave Collection and
presented by Nandini Das was
rescreened in February. In

November, we contributed to the
Explore your Archive campaign
with a series of five short videos
presented by different members
of the team and made available
via Facebook. Our music
collections were featured in
February for the monthly feature
of the JISC ArchivesHub.

A member of the department’s
staff forms part of the
Cathedral’s team preparing for
the implementation of the
General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR). The team has
prepared a GDPR framework,
and has been working on raising
awareness of GDPR as well as
preparing information audits
and revising procedures. 

The physical works which form
part of The Canterbury Journey
project are making good
progress, as is planning for the
new display areas which form
part of the project. The Journey
is co-ordinating plans for the
Becket commemorations in
2020. 

A website has been launched at
https://becket2020.com/

Discussions on various strands
of activities are ongoing. That
year sees the Lambeth
Conference in Canterbury, so it
will be a busy year for us!

Cressida Williams, 
Head of Archives and Library

� The St Augustine’s fragment on display
at Turner Contemporary. 
Image © Stephen White.



Newsletter – Summer 2018 • 5

Durham Cathedral

Durham Cathedral’s Open
Treasure was officially opened on
February 15th 2018 by HRH the

Prince of Wales. The Treasures of
St Cuthbert, which were installed
last summer – including his
Anglo-Saxon coffin, portable
altar, and beautiful pectoral
cross – continue to be popular
with visitors, as do our
temporary exhibitions which
often feature Durham Cathedral
Library books. Saintly Sisters
told the stories of the female
saints associated with Durham
Cathedral, and our current
exhibition, ‘Tudors: The Family
and Faith in Durham’ explores
how the Tudor dynasty impacted
Durham Cathedral and how the
results of this can still be felt
today. Tudors is due to run until
9th June; ‘Miners: Pitmen, Pride
and Prayer’ will then run from
19th June-15th September.

The Barker Reading Room
continues to welcome a steady
stream of visitors, researchers
and academics from across the
world to consult the Cathedral’s
collections of early printed
books, manuscript and printed
music, and antiquary papers. The

Reading Room is open by
appointment only, Tuesday to
Thursday, 10.00am-1.00pm and
again 2.00pm-4.30pm. Durham
Cathedral’s manuscript and
incunabula collections continue
to be held at Palace Green
Library, and administered by the
staff there, though appointments
to view these still come through
Durham Cathedral Library staff.
Readers are welcome to contact
us on 0191 386 2489, or at
library@durhamcathedral.co.uk,
if they wish to make an
appointment.

There has been much interest
in the printed books of Durham’s
pre-Reformation priory recently,
and attendees at a recent study
day presented by Professor
Richard Gameson and Dr
Elizabeth Biggs were given the
opportunity to view those books
at a behind-the-scenes library
visit. These volumes are due to be
digitised alongside the medieval
manuscripts of the priory as part
of the ‘Durham Priory Library
Recreated’ project, in
partnership with Durham
University. Further information
about the project, which aims
eventually to digitise all the
books of Durham Priory—
currently held at the Cathedral,
at Durham University, and at
Ushaw College— can be found
here: www.durhampriory.ac.uk/ 

We have had a number of
public ‘Treasures of Durham
Cathedral Library’ events
recently; our most recent, on
Saturday 10th March, was on the
theme of Poetry and Prose and
featured, amongst other items, a
handwritten letter by Charles
Dickens (wherein he discusses
the ending of Great
Expectations); a book owned and

� Children from Annfield Primary School
discovering one of the ‘Treasures’

inscribed by the metaphysical
poet John Donne; an incunable
printed at Caxton’s printing
workshop in Westminster by
Wynkyn de Worde; and the
library borrowing register from
1802 which showed which books
Samuel Taylor Coleridge
borrowed from the library during
his visit. Our next public event
takes place on Saturday 16th
June, and is on the theme of
Inventors and Innovators. We
also welcomed the members 
of ABTAPL (the Association 
of Theological and Philosophical
Libraries) to Durham for 
their annual conference in 
March 2018 – during which 
time we were able to organise 
a library visit and display for
them.

Our volunteer transcribers
continue to work through the
handwritten journals of former
Bishop of Durham Herbert
Hensley Henson, as part of the
‘Church, State and Nation: The
Journals of Herbert Hensley
Henson, 1900-1939’ project, run
by Durham University. Our
hardworking transcribers have
so far completed around a third
of the journals required for the
project. 

Further information can be
found here: 

http://gtr.rcuk.ac.uk/project
s?ref=AH%2FP003958%2F1
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Our second ‘Adopt-a-Book’
catalogue was launched in
October 2017, to tie in with the
Durham Book Festival, and
enthusiasm amongst donors still
seems to be high, with 31 of the
80 volumes available currently
adopted. Work has already
started on putting together the
third Adopt-a-Book catalogue,
which will be launched in
October 2018. As Durham
Cathedral Library has no budget
for conservation for its early
printed collections, this project
allows us the opportunity not
only to fundraise for the care and
conservation of the books in the
Refectory Library, but also helps

raise the profile of the Library
and its important collections.

Finally, in April 2018 we said
goodbye to Lisa Di Tommaso,
who has been our very valued
Head of Collections for the past
three and a half years, as Lisa is
heading off to be Chief Librarian
at the Morrab Library in
Cornwall. We will be recruiting
for Lisa’s replacement as Head of
Collections soon. We are also
preparing to say goodbye to our
Canon Librarian, Canon Rosalind
Brown, in the summer, who is
due to retire. We will miss them
both very much!

Sarah-Jane Raymond, 
Assistant Librarian

� The Open Treasure exhibition in the Refectory Library at Durham Cathedral

� Lisa Di Tommaso

Hereford Cathedral
We are delighted to report that

Dr Bethany Hamblen was
appointed as our new Cathedral
Archivist in July 2017. Bethany,
originally from Norwich,
Connecticut, gained her PhD in
medieval history at York
University and MSc Econ in
Archives Administration at
Aberystwyth University. Before
joining us she worked for
Worcestershire Archive and
Archaeology Service and was
seconded to update and
computerise the Herefordshire
and Worcestershire Manorial
Documents Register, launched
recently: 

http://discovery.nationalarc
hives.gov.uk/manor-search

Professor Nicholas Pickwoad
has been appointed as
conservator to Mappa Mundi,
succeeding Chris Clarkson, who
sadly died last year.

The 800th anniversary of our
1217 Magna Carta was marked
by an exhibition in the Autumn,
‘Law, Life and Landscape’, which
included a copy of the Charter of
the Forest loaned by
Herefordshire Archives and
Records Centre (HARC) and
documents from our own
archives concerning forest law.
Our current special exhibition is
called ‘Uncovered’. It reports
recent research findings using
our collections, including work
by Team Pigment (Durham and
Northumbria universities), the
‘Books and Beasts’ project (York
University) and the ‘Imprint’
fingerprints on seals project
(Lincoln and Aberystwyth
universities). The ‘Imprint’
project: 
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� The five charters relating to St Ethelbert’s Almshouses

https://www.lincoln.ac.uk/ho
me/hh/history/currentprojec
ts/imprintproject/ found that
sealing was not necessarily done
by the sigillant. Each of five
charters relating to St Ethelbert’s
Almshouse has a different
grantor; the documents are
written by different scribes;
there is no evidence to suggest
that they were all drafted by the
same person; they were not made
at the same time or about the
same piece of land (they date
from the period c.1225-1230).
However, forensic evidence
shows that each of these five
documents was sealed by the
same person – perhaps a third-
party admin-istrator from St
Ethelbert’s Hospital took an
active part in the sealing process.

We are currently engaged in
phase one of a HLF-funded
project to renovate the Eastern
range of the cloister of the
former College of Vicars Choral
which will, if full funding is
granted, involve us in supporting
further research, interpretation
and oral history. 

We are closely involved in the
St Thomas Way project
(@StThomasWay), led by
Professor Catherine Clarke
(Southampton University) and
funded by the AHRC, which is
designing a new heritage route
from Swansea to Hereford
Cathedral, inspired by the
pilgrimage made in c.1290 by
William Cragh, the ‘hanged man’,
to give thanks at the tomb of
Thomas Cantilupe for the miracle
of his survival. The St Thomas

Way will be launched during a
special day of celebration at the
cathedral on Saturday 7th July.
All are welcome.

Our wonderful New Library
Building, pictured below, is now
not so new. Its heating and air-
conditioning plant, much of
which is as old as the building (23
years) has become unreliable and
expensive to run. We're looking
to replace it with a cheaper-to-
run, simpler, more reliable,
easier to maintain and low
carbon-footprint system. For the
past year, and with the help of
Chris Woods, Director of the
National Conservation Service,
we've been monitoring the three
spaces which contain the historic
collections. To our surprise, our
underground strongroom
remains well within the
parameters defined by BS
4791:2017 without any
intervention whatsoever! Our
integrated exhibition space is
much more of a challenge.
Fortunately, the Cathedral has a
new Buildings and Property
Manager, Alan Cartwright, to
manage this major project.

Dr Rosemary Firman, Librarian
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Lambeth Palace Library

New building update

On 20th April, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Justin Welby, led
the ground-breaking ceremony
on the site of the new library at
Lambeth Palace. Speaking at the
ground-breaking, Archbishop
Justin said: “This is an incredibly
exciting moment. It marks the
beginning of making sure that
what the head of the National
Archives described as ‘the second
most important ancient library
in Europe’—not just in the UK—
gets a proper home: a home
where it can be looked after, and
where scholars can come and it
can be used properly.”

The Archbishop said the
Library’s collection “tells us a
huge amount about the history
of the nation, particularly in the
pre-Reformation period. And it
testifies to generation after
generation of disciples who loved
and followed Jesus Christ. That
speaks volumes about the
centrality of faith in the life of
the nation over its history.” 

In a prayer for the new Library,
the Archbishop said: “We pray
that this new Library will be to
the glory of God’s name, so that
all who come may not only see
the works they find, but also the
creator who is behind them.” 

Declan Kelly, Lambeth Palace
Library Director of Libraries and
Archives, said: “The new building
means the Library can expand
and enhance its mission to
support the work of the
Archbishop and the wider
church. We will be able to not
only protect and preserve the
collections but provide greater
access to them than ever before.
It will also be a space which can
be used by and for the Church to
promote the Christian message

and raise the profile of our
Christian heritage as seen
through the collections.”

The new specialist building, in
the grounds of Lambeth Palace,
is expected to be completed and
open to the public by the end of
2020. It will be designed to be as
carbon neutral as possible. It will
be the first new building on the
site for over a century.

The building is scheduled to
cost £23.5M to construct plus
fitting out, fees and VAT.
Architects Wright and Wright are
responsible for this project, with
construction being carried out by
Knight Harwood Ltd.

From press release

� The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, cuts the first turf

� The Archbishop talks to reporters
� Architect’s impressions of the new
buildings
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Library update

Sections from the papers of
Archbishop Runcie from 1987
have been made available for
research. For more information
please see the online archives
catalogue. The Friends of the
Library have acquired Latin
verses of Thomas Keble (MS
5127), adding to the collection of
material on the Keble family. The
Library also acquired, by kind gift
of a descendant of Mary Sumner,
an addition to Mothers’ Union
material: a photograph of Mrs
Sumner, also picturing her
husband George Henry Sumner,
Bishop of Guildford, and Randall
Davidson, Bishop of Winchester,
later Archbishop of Canterbury
(MU/PHOTO/4/3). One of our
2016 accessions, an account of
Bishop Thirlby’s journey to Rome
in 1555 (MS 5076), featured in
the National Archives review of
collecting. 

New posts on the Library blog
have included the death of
Llywelyn ap Gruffudd in 1282,
the 50th anniversary of the

charity Crisis at Christmas, and
Anglican-Methodist relations.
We continue to mark the
centenary of the First World War
with a blog post concerning the
Mothers’ Union roll of honour.
The Library also holds letters of
the writer R. C. Sherriff, whose
famous play Journey’s End is the
basis of a new film. He was a
friend of Gerald Ellison, Bishop
of London, whose papers the
Library holds. As this year sees
the centenary of votes for
women, readers may wish to
revisit our blog post on women’s
suffrage. This year also sees the
200th anniversary of the
Incorporated Church Building
Society, whose archive the
Library holds. 

Further additions to the
Library’s image database include
material relating to witchcraft
and further volumes from the
collection of Greek manuscripts. 

The British Records
Association published an article
by Matti Watton, “Seven
hundred years since a spade cost
sixpence: Records of the

Lambeth Palace garden”. The
garden also featured in
Gardeners’ Question Time. The
Library featured in a BBC World
Service programme on the
Renovationist Church in Russia,
a reform movement following
the Revolution of 1917 which is
documented in the archive of
Archbishop Davidson and also
that of Canon John Douglas, a
pioneer of relations with the
Orthodox Churches whose
papers the Library also holds. The
Library holds extensive sources
on Orthodox relations which of
course continue to form part of
the Archbishop’s ministry with
his visit to Russia in 2017. The
Society of St John the Evangelist,
records of which are accessible at
the Church of England Record
Centre, forms the subject of a
project on the Cowley Fathers
during the First World War. A
15th-century printed book from
the Library’s collection will
appear on exhibition in Bruges
from March onwards.

Dr Rachel Cosgrave

� The MacDurnan Gospels, late 9th century, showing the opening of St Matthew’s
Gospel. MS 1370 ff. 4v-5r

� The Bible used at the coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II by Archbishop Fisher,
1953, with an elaborate binding by
Sangorski and Sutcliffe. **E185 1953
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Ripon Cathedral St Davids Cathedral
Building on my expertise in
palaeography, codicology and
digital humanities, I have
digitised and catalogued circa 65
leaves in Latin and Middle-
English, dating from 11th to the
16th centuries, which were
detached from the bindings of
early printed books from Ripon
Cathedral. These leaves are now
preserved in Special Collections
at the Brotherton Library,
University of Leeds, and are
known as the Ripon Fragments.

Between 2015 and 2016, with
the support of Rhiannon
Lawrence-Francis (Collections
and Engagement Manager),
Joanne Fitton (Head of Special
Collections), and Prof. Emilia
Jamroziak (Director of the
Institute for Medieval Studies), I
digitised the Ripon Fragments
and employed non-destructive
digitisation techniques, such as
Ultraviolet Fluorescence (UVF),
in order to improve the
readability of damaged leaves in
which the ink was faded and was
almost invisible to the naked eye.
This research has continued
during my LHRI postdoctoral

project at the University of Leeds
in 2017 and 2018. 

Thanks to the generous grant
offered by the Cathedral
Archives, Libraries and
Collections Association, I was
able to develop my project
further and complete the
catalogue of the Ripon
Fragments. This work constitutes
the backbone of the forthcoming
online resource, which will
contain both the digitisations
and the descriptions of each
fragment. This resource will be
launched online on the Special
Collections website later this
year, and could pave the way for
further research with substantial
impact on the fields of Classical,
Medieval, and Early English
literature.

The cataloguing work
supported by the CALCA grant
has also helped me to prepare a
new research project focusing on
the Ripon fragments which are
still in situ, which has recently
been awarded the prestigious
Brotherton fellowship.

Dr Leonardo Costantini,
L.Costantini@leeds.ac.uk

St Davids Cathedral Library is
nearly one year into our three-
year Development Programme. 

The revived book conservation
programme continues. Over
twenty of the books in most
urgent need of restoration have
gone through the programme 
so far. To extend the book
conservation capacity, additional
accessible expertise is also being
explored in order to progress less
substantial work required on
many of the volumes. 

Provision of new library
shelving space is being addressed
in partnership with the
Cathedral Architects. Design has
been agreed and technical
aspects are now underway.  

We are also now starting work
with the Department of
Information Studies in
Aberystwyth University on
Information Management and
Retrieval. We are hoping this will
address the cataloguing
challenges with the eclectic book
collection. 

On International Women’s
Day, 8th March, a new Cathedral
Library public exhibition was
opened by The Rt Rev Joanna
Penberthy, Bishop of St Davids
and the first female bishop in
Wales. The exhibition features
the Cathedral Visitors Book from
July 1908 which has been signed
by Emmeline Pankhurst, Annie
Kenney, Lady Pethick Lawrence
and Mary Blathwayt. This is the
only evidence that these leading
suffragettes visited the Cathedral
and St Davids. They visited the
Cathedral on at least 2 days in
one week during a by-election in
Pembrokeshire in July 1908.
There are many references to



Newsletter – Summer 2018 • 11

Emmeline Pankhurst, Annie
Kenney and other suffragettes
visiting churches for comfort and
support during what was often a
nasty campaign.  

Speaking at the opening,
Bishop Joanna said: “It is a joy
and a privilege to be here today. 
I am very proud of our Cathedral
Library team for what they have
found and are now putting on
public show for all to see. We
now have actual evidence, with
their own signatures, that these
historic and courageous women
visited our Cathedral and we
hope found strength and solace
in this special place. We give
thanks for all those who have
worked in the Cathedral Library
through time and have made
sure we can all still share in its
treasures today.” 

A bilingual Cathedral Library
prayer was also said by Canon
Librarian Patrick Thomas at the
exhibition opening and is now on
display in the Library. In English
it is:

Lord Jesus, who inspired Saint
David and his successors to love
God and to love learning, we
thank you for St Davids
Cathedral Library as a treasury of
past memories and a centre of
scholarship in the present and
the future. Bless all those who
contribute to the Library’s work
and all who visit and use it,
endowing them with your
wisdom and grace. Amen.

This particular public
exhibition is our fourth in 12
months. The changing of public
exhibitions are part of the
intention of extending access to
the Library’s book collection.
This is a key aim of the
Development Programme. It is
also helpful in raising awareness
of the Cathedral Library and it
was good to see the Cathedral
Treasury full for the opening,
with external partners also
joining the event. 

The Rt Rev Dr J Wyn Evans

� Signatures of suffragettes Emmeline Pankhurst, Annie Kenney, Mary Blathwayt in St Davids Cathedral Visitors Book 6th July 1908

� St Davids Cathedral Visitors Book from
July 1908 on public display in Cathedral
Treasury 

� Visit to Cathedral Library prior to opening of the exhibition ‘Suffragettes in St Davids
Cathedral’, showing Christopher Limbert, Choral Scholar and Library Assistant; Rev Dr
Patrick Thomas, Canon Librarian; The Rt Rev Joanna Penberthy, Bishop of St Davids;
Mari James, Cathedral Library Development Officer; Charles Collins, Choral Scholar and
Library Assistant
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St George’s Chapel

Salisbury Cathedral

2018 is proving to be a
memorable year for St George’s
Chapel. The Royal Maundy
service, at which HM The Queen
distributes purses of Maundy
money, was held at the Chapel in
March, and the annual Garter
service is due to take place here
in June. This year, two new
Companions of the Garter will be
installed at the beginning of the
Thanksgiving Service, which will
make it an occasion for special
celebration. Meanwhile a new
monumental history of Windsor
Castle edited by Dr Steven
Brindle, which has been five
years in the making and includes
a number of chapters specifically
on St George’s Chapel, has been
published recently by the Royal
Collection Trust. It follows the
publication in December 2017 of
An Illustrated History of St
George’s Chapel, written by the
Archivist and Chapter Librarian,
and a new Chapel guide book,
written by the Chapter Clerk,
Charlotte Manley. In January,
the Archives and Chapter Library
took part in a Windsor Castle
conservation day, during which
visitors could see the work
undertaken by conservators on a
wide range of furniture, fabrics,
books and manuscripts. The
display mounted by the St
George’s Chapel Archives and
Chapter Library in the Nave of
the Chapel  included samples 
of rare books, medieval
manuscripts and wax seals, both
before and after cleaning and
conservation. Conservation
volunteer Peter Eley was able to
demonstrate and answer
questions about the manuscript
and seal cleaning programme,

whilst Archives staff were on
hand to discuss the book
conservation work undertaken
by freelance conservator and
book binder, Richard Day, which
is financed by the ‘Adopt a Book’
scheme. 

The wedding of Prince Harry
and Meghan Markle in May will
not have escaped your notice; it
will be followed by a further royal
wedding in October.  In the
midst of all the media frenzy,
another noteworthy occasion
may well have been missed – the
retirement of the Archivist and
Chapter Librarian on 18th April.
As the outgoing post-holder, 
I should like to extend my thanks
to all the members of CALCA
(formerly CLAA), particularly
those serving on the Executive
Committee, for the warm
welcome with which I was
greeted on my appointment at
Windsor in 2008 and for the
support which they have offered
since.  It was a pleasure to serve

on the Executive Committee and
to collaborate with Declan Kelly
and his colleagues at the Church
of England Record Centre on the

records management guide,
Chapter and Verse. Kate
McQuillian, my successor as
Archivist and Chapter Librarian,
will continue to play a full part in
the activities of CALCA and is a
member of the Executive
Committee. She will also be
masterminding in the near
future the launch of the St
George’s Chapel Archives online
catalogue via CALMView.
Meanwhile, I will continue to
follow developments in the world
of cathedral archives, libraries
and collections via the CALCA
newsletter and website, and aim
to visit as many cathedrals as 
I can, as a pilgrim and historian,
in my retirement. 

Clare Rider

� Clare Rider in the Library. Photograph
© Charlotte Manley

Beyond the Library Door – Sharing
Books and Bindings is a three-year
project started in the autumn of
2017 thanks to a generous grant
from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
We have also been fortunate to
receive subsequent additional
funding for the project from The
Pilgrim Trust, The Sackler Trust,
The Friends of Salisbury
Cathedral and other donors—for
all these generous donations we
are extremely grateful. 

The Beyond the Library Door
Project will enable us to create,
for the first time, an electronic
catalogue of both the library and
archive collections and to make
this available online for potential
users to explore. The first stage
was to recruit two new part-time
posts: a qualified and
experienced rare books librarian,
Anne Dutton as Assistant
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� Assistant Archivist Hannah Tinkler

� Emily Naish

� Salisbury Psalter awaiting conservation

Librarian, and Hannah Tinkler as
Assistant Archivist. The second
stage was for Anne and myself to
undertake a scoping and
tendering process to identify the
collection management system
(CMS) which was the best fit for
our collections and the project’s
goals. At the time of writing this
report we are just finalising
details of our contract and the
installation timetable with our
chosen supplier – once this has
taken place Anne will start to
catalogue the books directly into
the CMS (all the library
catalogues are currently in hard
copy only). A decision four years
ago to re-catalogue the archive
collection has generated a
number of Excel spreadsheets,
which will be imported directly
into the CMS. 

One of our key aims for the
Project is to not only create an
electronic library catalogue for
the first time but also to record
copy specific information –
particularly information about
the binding, provenance and
condition of each book. We have
also launched a volunteer book-
cleaning programme involving
20 volunteers who will receive
training in cleaning books,

condition recording and
identifying binding features. As
part of the project we are also
working alongside Sarum College
Theological Library based within
the Close. Sarum College library
is a modern lending library but
has inevitably accumulated over
the years a sizeable collection of
rare books which also require
cleaning and improved
cataloguing – these books will be
cleaned as part of the Cathedral’s
cleaning programme - and Sarum
College staff are able to benefit
from Anne’s advice and
expertise. Similarly the 300
books kept in the Cathedral
library forming the parish library
of St Mary’s Church, Gillingham,
Dorset will be cleaned by specific
volunteers from Gillingham. 

All in all this is a very exciting
development for us and will be a
major transformative step for
both the library and archive
collections. We hope that the
CMS will be accessible on the
Cathedral website by the end of
the year with more and more
data added as cataloguing
progresses. Alongside the
cataloguing and cleaning we will
be running a number of talks,
activities and open days for
families and the community to
bring knowledge of the
collections to a wider audience.

Other work in hand includes:
planning the conservation,
rebinding and digitisation of the
10th century Salisbury Psalter –
a project funded by a private
charitable donor – and working
with our colleagues here to
consider how the inventory
might be best managed in the
future. 

Over the last six months we
have been contacted by an
increasing number of
postgraduate students looking to
gain work experience with a view
to taking up archives as a career –
I would be very keen to talk with
other cathedral archives and
libraries who might be in a
similar situation. 

Finally, my colleagues and I at
Salisbury are very much looking
forward to hosting the CALCA
conference in June 2019. We are
currently putting together the
programme so if anyone has any
suggestions of current issues
affecting the management and
use of Cathedral collections
which could be included in the
programme I would be very
pleased to hear from you!

Emily Naish, Cathedral Archivist
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Wells Cathedral York Minster
Veronica Howe has succeeded
Anne Crawford as Archivist,
following Anne’s well-earned
retirement. The main focus of
recent work has been a review of
records management at the
cathedral. The aims are to
provide practical advice to help
staff manage the ever increasing
volume of administrative records
generated in paper and electronic
form; and to ensure the
cathedral’s work continues to be
recorded for posterity, by adding
to the unbroken succession of
historical records in our care
from 1060 to the present day.
Other hoped for outcomes
include preparation for General
Data Protection Regulations; the
development of preservation
strategies and disaster planning;
and fostering closer working
between the archives and other
cathedral functions.

Later this year the focus will be
on improving the archive
catalogue by getting it into a
spreadsheet format.

Veronica Howe, Archivist

More book boxes have recently
been purchased for the
incunabula and some of the
manuscripts. This should provide
added protection. The volunteers
also recently received further
training in book cleaning by a
free-lance conservator. This
should improve the existing
system, and speed up the
process. The conservators have
been finishing repairs on a
medieval monastic register and
manuscripts, from the later
Middle Ages as part of a bequest
and a grant. 

The Foyle Foundation, with
the help of the Kildare Trust, is
funding a project to conserve and
display more royal charters from
the Cathedral archive. These
charters range from the medieval
to the Victorian era, and should
be of educational value, as well as
of general interest to visitors.
The money will also help to
purchase a custom made display
chest. The project will also
involve the cleaning and
rehousing of about 2,000
documents from the Middle Ages
onwards, and the repair of two
monastic registers, as well as the
digitization of one of these
registers.  

David Morrison, Librarian

The last few months have seen
some staffing changes in the
Collections and Learning Team.
We welcomed our Canon
Chancellor, Chris Collingwood,
back to the team after his three
month sabbatical. Head of
Learning Lisa Power has gone on
maternity leave and has been
replaced by Learning Officer Alex
O’Donnell. We are currently
recruiting to cover Alex’s role.
Rachael Bowers, Collections
Development Officer for the Arts
Council England project, has
moved to York Castle Museum,
and following Minnie Triggs’
departure to West Yorkshire
Archives, we have two new
assistants, Nicola Dowden in the
Library, employed by the
University of York, and Chris
Hughes, who is taking a three
month secondment from his
verger role. The Cathedral
Broderers, who are also part of
our team, have a new head, Pippa
Foulds. She and her team have
moved back into their old room
after essential works were carried
out. 

The online collections
catalogue continues to grow with
monuments, windows, silver and
furnishings now fully searchable
at:
http://www.calmview.eu/yor
kminster.

We are immensely grateful to
our fantastic team of volunteers
who have helped us achieve this.
We have worked with experts,
commissioning significance
assessments for our silver,
worked stone, textiles and
furnishings collections, all of
which enhance the information
available via the catalogue.

Worcester Cathedral
The Library has recently been
given a generous grant by the
Friends of Worcester Cathedral
to improve the lighting in the
main library room, and the ante-
library, to update the electrics
and increase the numbers of
sockets. Work has begun, which
should hopefully improve the
visitor experience. Spotlights will
enhance tours and make it much
easier for scholars to read and
study, particularly in the winter
months.

� Some of the new spotlights
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British Library – Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms Exhibition

� The King’s Book of York Heroes

The Collections and Learning
Team have hosted and delivered
seminars for students of both the
University of York and York St
John University as well as
delivering another development
day to 45 serving members of
York-based army regiments. We
have facilitated visits for the
following groups: York Mosque,
Halifax Opportunities Trust, the
Methodist Asylum Project and
Converge (a collaboration
between York St John University
and mental health service
providers in the York region). We
worked with a researcher from
Sheffield University whose
exploration of the stories found
in the collections led to a York
Residents event in January.
Further collaboration has been
with the History Department at
the University of York who
curated an exhibition on early
modern inquisition in the foyer
display cases. 

Consultation has been
occupying our time recently. We
are consulting with teachers and
learning professionals to identify
ways to enhance our formal
learning offer, making greater
use of objects within these
sessions, and we have been
working hard to challenge our
public (including community
partners and those who don’t
visit us) to identify opportunities
for people to interact
meaningfully with the Minster
and its collection. Information
gathered so far consistently
emphasises the importance of
removing perceived barriers, the
initial welcome, and fostering a
feeling of belonging and
integration.

We are developing inter-
pretation for St William’s tomb

that will focus on the experience
of pilgrimage, tying in with the
exhibition Tourist, Traveller,
Pilgrim? Developments are
planned for the Undercroft too,
with the Gospels area getting a

shiny makeover and the King’s
Book of York Heroes being
brought centre-stage ahead of
the Armistice commemorations
later in the year. 

The King’s Book of York
Heroes made an appearance on
Tony Robinson’s Channel 5
programme on York Minster and
we have received many enquiries
from families of those who lost
their lives during the First World
War. The collections also
featured when Alice Roberts
came to York to look at the effect
the Vikings had on the city. 

Sarah Griffin, Minster Librarian 

Other News…

Tickets are now on sale for the
British Library’s major exhibition
on the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms
which runs from 19th October
2018 to 19th February 2019.
Ranging from the 5th to the 11th
centuries, the exhibition will
explore this long, dynamic period
when the English language was
used and written down for the
first time, and a kingdom of
England was first created.
Drawing on the British Library’s
own outstanding collections and
a large number of very significant
loans, the exhibition will
examine the surviving evidence
for the history, art, literature and
culture of the period, as
preserved in books, documents
and a number of related objects.

The British Library is very
grateful to all the cathedrals

which have generously agreed to
lend manuscripts and other
objects to the exhibition. There
are 25 lenders altogether, of
which five are the Cathedrals of
Canterbury, Durham, Exeter,
Lichfield and Rochester.

Codex Amiatinus, the earliest
complete Latin Bible, will be
returning to Britain for the first
time in over 1,300 years ago for
display in the exhibition. This
giant illuminated Bible, made 
at Wearmouth – Jarrow in
Northumbria in the early eighth
century and now held in the
Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana
in Florence, will be shown with
the St Cuthbert Gospel, the
earliest intact European book,
which was also made at
Wearmouth-Jarrow and was
acquired by the British Library in
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2012. These two books will be
exhibited alongside the
Lindisfarne Gospels, one of
Britain’s greatest artistic
treasures, and other illuminated
manuscripts of international
significance made in the late 7th
and 8th centuries.

The exhibition will include a
number of outstanding objects,
including key pieces from the
Staffordshire Hoard discovered
near Lichfield in 2009, and
kindly loaned by Birmingham
and Stoke-on-Trent City
Councils. Objects drawn from the
unique array of military
equipment which makes up the
bulk of the hoard will be on
display, as well as the pectoral
cross and the gilded strip
inscribed with text drawn from
the biblical book of Numbers.

A key theme in the exhibition
will be the development of 
the English language and 
the emergence of English
literature. It will explore the use
of writing on inscribed objects

and in documents as well as in
books, and will present
highlights of the bilingual
literary culture. The major works
of Old English poetry survive in
only four manuscripts, and all
four will be brought together 
at the British Library next
autumn for the first time. The
unique manuscript of Beowulf,
held in the British Library, will be
displayed with the Vercelli Book
on loan from the Biblioteca
Capitolare in Vercelli, the Exeter
Book on loan from Exeter
Cathedral Library, and the
Junius Manuscript on loan from
the Bodleian Library in Oxford.
This will be the first time that the
Vercelli Book has been in
England in at least 900 years.

Domesday Book will be loaned
to the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms
exhibition by The National
Archives. Although often seen as
a spectacular achievement of the
Norman invaders, it is also a
uniquely rich record of the
landscape of late Anglo-Saxon
England. It will be on display
along with Exon Domesday (on
loan from Exeter Cathedral
Library) and the Inquisitio

Eliensis (on loan from Trinity
College Cambridge), which
preserves a list of the questions
asked by the Domesday
Commissioners.

All the items in the exhibition
are remarkable survivals. Over
the centuries they have lasted
through wars, the Norman
Conquest, the Dissolution of the
Monasteries (and their libraries),
natural disasters and fires. A
significant number of the
exhibits have never been seen
together before, and some have
not been reunited for centuries.

Far from being the ‘Dark Ages’
of popular culture, the kingdoms
in this period included centres of
immense learning and artistic
sophistication, extensively
connected to the wider world.
The movement of artists, scribes,
books and ideas between
England, Ireland, continental
Europe and the Mediterranean
world was fundamental to the
development of the Anglo-Saxon
kingdoms, and will be a key
theme of the exhibition.

An international conference
on ‘Manuscripts in the Anglo-
Saxon Kingdoms’ will be held at
the British Library’s Knowledge
Centre on 13th and 14th
December 2018, followed by an
early career symposium on 15th
December 2018. Registration for
the conference will be open by
May 2018.

Dr Claire Breay

� Miniature of Ezra in Codex Amiatinus,
written at Wearmouth-Jarrow before 716:
Florence, Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana,
MS Amiatino 1 
© Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, Florence
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� The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, with members of the team from Knight Harwood (see article on page eight)

General Data Protection Regulations

Organisations across the country are quaking in their collective boots over the imminent arrival of the
General Data Protection Regulation. The GDPR takes effect on 25 May 2018 – it should have morphed into
the Data Protection Act by then - and will affect all organisations and businesses that hold and use personal
data. Advice is pouring in from all directions; some of it helpful, some of it less so.

In essence, the principles of the 1998 Data Protection Act have not changed but we now have to be much
more transparent in the manner we handle personal data.

If you are concerned in any way, go first to the Information Commissioner’s own website for guidance.
This is clear and simple to follow, with checklists and examples for organisations of three volunteers to
huge multinationals. See:

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/

The Church of England has more specific help, particularly for parishes, at:

http://www.parishresources.org.uk/gdpr/

and AEC/CAFA are working to provide regular updates for cathedrals.
CALCA has produced a data privacy notice for members. This is available on our website:

https://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/ 
and should have been attached to all subscription invoices for the 2018/19 financial year. If you have any
queries about this, or the data that we hold, please contact the Membership Secretary on:
judith.curthoys@chch.ox.ac.uk
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THE CATHEDRAL ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES AND COLLECTIONS ASSOCIATION

THE CATHEDRAL ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES AND COLLECTIONS ASSOCIATION is for anyone responsible for and
working with historic collections – books, archives and objects – in the cathedrals and related

organisations of Great Britain and Ireland to provide for the development of best practice in and the
exchange of information about all aspects of the care, development and promotion of those collections, to
secure their continuing educational role within the wider mission of their governing bodies.

For our webpages, see http://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/

Enquiries about membership should be directed to the Honorary Secretary or Treasurer.

Committee Contacts

Chairman:
The Very Rev Peter Atkinson, Dean of Worcester

Honorary Treasurer:
Dr Michael Stansfield, Durham University Library. Email m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk

Honorary Secretary:
Ms Judith Curthoys, The Archives, Christ Church Oxford. Email Judith.curthoys@chch.ox.ac.uk

Assistant Secretary:
Mrs Katie Flanagan, Brunel University. Email Katie.Flanagan@brunel.ac.uk

Committee Members:
Dr Claire Breay, British Library. Email claire.breay@bl.uk 

Mr Simon Carter, St Paul’s Cathedral. Email

Dr Rosemary Firman, Hereford Cathedral. Email

Ms Vicky Harrison, York Minster. Email vickyh@yorkminster.org

Dr Norman James, formerly The National Archives. Email stalbans2015@gmail.com 

Ms Kate McQuillian, St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle. Email Kate.McQuillian@stgeorges-windsor.org 

Mrs Cressida Williams, Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library. Email cressida.williams@canterbury-
cathedral.org

We aim to produce two issues of this newsletter each year, in summer and winter. Any contributions
should be sent to the Editor, Mrs Cressida Williams, either by email to cressida.williams@canterbury-
cathedral.org or by post to her at Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library, The Precincts,
Canterbury CT1 2EH, to reach her by 31st October for the winter issue, or 30th April for the summer
issue. She would also welcome comments or suggestions for content.

This edition of the newsletter was designed by 
The Fitzwalter Press
38 Lark Drive
Attleborough NR17 1NZ
01953 455146 
fitzwalterpress@gmail.com


