
 

 

 

 From the Dean of Worcester                 
The Very Reverend Peter Atkinson MA, DLitt (Hon), FRSA      The Chapter Office   

8 College Yard  
Worcester WR1 2LA 

 
Telephone: 01905 732900 

Email: peteratkinson@worcestercathedral.org.uk 
 
 
September 2016 

 

Dear Conference Participant, 

 

 

I look forward to welcoming you and other members and friends of the Cathedrals Libraries and 

Archives Association to Worcester next week for the triennial conference. 

 

First, may I apologise for the fact that this programme has been so slow in being circulated. I have 

recently returned from a three-month sabbatical. It had been my hope that this would not have 

impeded the preparations for the conference, but inevitably it has. I am sorry about that.  

 

As with previous CLAA conferences, there are four elements: some ‘input’; some Association 

business; some tours; and some time for informal conversation. It is often the last element which 

people find most useful, and I hope you will a sufficient number of spaces in the programme for 

that. And a fifth element, entirely for those who so choose is to join in, is the worshipping life of 

the Cathedral. 

 

The ‘input’ is arranged around four addresses on ‘how Cathedrals work’.  It has struck me on 

occasions that sometimes Cathedral librarians and archivists can feel themselves to be on the edge 

of cathedral life, so I hope that a general tour of cathedral governance will be helpful. The primary 

focus here is Church of England cathedrals, so I crave the forbearance of our visitors from Scotland 

and Ireland, and hope that they will offer comments and comparisons from their own perspectives.  

 

I shall speak about the fundamental structure of cathedral governance, as set out in the Cathedrals 

Measure. Jennie Page, former chief executive of English Heritage, and until this year Vice-Chairman 

of the Cathedrals Fabric Commission for England (CFCE), will speak about the Care of Cathedrals 

Measure, and the organisation of the CFCE and the local Fabric Advisory Committees. The Dean of 

Lichfield, the Very Reverend Adrian Dorber, Chairman of the Association of English Cathedrals 
(AEC) will speak about that organisation and other inter-cathedral networks. And the Bishop of 

Worcester, Dr John Inge, the ‘lead bishop’ for cathedrals and church buildings, will speak about his 

work, not least in liaising with Government about funding for cathedrals. Sadly, it seems at the 

moment, that Sir Peter Luff, Chairman of the Heritage Lottery Fund, will not be joining us, as I had 

hoped. 

 

The ‘tours’ will begin with our own magnificent library at Worcester Cathedral, known to many of 

you, but of course always yielding fresh treasures. We will visit Hartlebury Castle, the ancient 

country seat of the Bishops of Worcester, some seven miles out of the city, now being opened to 



2 

 

the public, with the superb eighteenth-century library of Bishop Hurd. We will visit The Hive, 

Worcester’s innovative and award-winning public library, combining city and university libraries, 

together with county and diocesan record offices. And finally, mindful that the CLAA wishes to 

include those who are responsible for collections generally, and not only books and archives, we 

will visit the Royal Worcester Porcelain Museum, an important bit of Worcester history, and the 

recent recipient of a substantial HLF grant. 

 

The time for Association business will include both the Annual Meeting, and a separate session for 

‘news from institutions’. This is always a valuable opportunity for hearing informally about we are all 

up to, and on previous occasions it has sometimes been squeezed out by the AGM. 

 

For those who wish to join in the daily services, Morning Prayer is said each day at 7.30 a.m. and 

the Eucharist at 8.00 a.m., and Evensong is sung at 5.30 p.m.  

 

I look forward to seeing you all next week. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 
Dean of Worcester and Chair of the Cathedrals Libraries and Archives Association 

 

 

 

PROGRAMME 

 

Reception will be at the Guesten, 15 College Green. College Green is the close lying to the 

south of the Cathedral, and is entered either from the Cathedral through the Cloisters, or 

from Edgar Street through the Edgar Tower (the medieval monastery gatehouse). The 

Guesten, 15 College Green, is the first house in College Green next to the Edgar Tower. 

 

If you need to contact anyone in advance of Registration and Tea on Wednesday, please 

call my PA Susie Arnold (01905 732905) or the Cathedral Office switchboard (01905 

732900). 

 

 

Wednesday 28 September 

15.30   Registration & Tea at The Guesten 15 College Green 

16.00  Welcome 

16.15  TOUR of Cathedral Library 

17.30  Choral Evensong (optional) 
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18.30  Drinks reception    

19.00  Dinner      

20.00  INTRODUCTORY SESSION: The Very Reverend Peter Atkinson on ‘Cathedral  

  Governance’ 

 

Thursday 29 September 

09.15  GENERAL DISCUSSION: News from Institutions 

10.15  Coffee      

10.45  SESSION 2: Jennie Page CBE on the Care of Cathedrals Measure, CFCE and FACs 

12.30  Lunch      

13.30  Travel to Hartlebury Castle (by coach)  

14.00  TOUR of Hartlebury  

16.00  Return to Worcester     

16.30  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the CLAA 

17.30  Festival Evensong for the Feast of St Michael and All Angels (optional) 

18.30  Drinks reception    

19.00  Dinner       

  SESSION 3: The Right Reverend John Inge on his work as ‘lead Bishop’ for  

  Cathedrals and Church Buildings  

 

Friday 30 September 

9.00  Meet at Cathedral or 

9.15  Meet at The Hive 

  TOUR of The Hive     

10.45  Return to Cathedral (on foot)      

11.00  Coffee 



4 

 

11.30  SESSION 4: The Very Reverend Adrian Dorber on the Association of English  

  Cathedrals and other inter-cathedral networks 

12.30  Lunch      

13.50  Meet at Cathedral 

14.00  TOUR of Royal Worcester Porcelain Museum (by foot) 

15.30  Tea      

16.00  SHORT SESSIONS: ‘Accreditation’ (Vicky Harrison and Ann Barwood); ‘Skills for the 

  Future’ Graduate Training Scheme (David Morrison).  

17.30  Choral Evensong (optional) 

18.30  Drinks reception    

19.00  Dinner in the Chapter House 

 


