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CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

I am delighted to introduce the winter edition of the CLAA newsletter, with my thanks to all who have
contributed to it. In the past year, most cathedral libraries and archives have been directly or indirectly
contributing to the commemoration of the centenary of the First World War. Many will be involved in one
way or another in 2015 with the celebrations of Magna Carta, even if they are not lucky enough to have an
actual copy of Magna Carta or (as here at Worcester) the bones of the king who sealed it! The recognition
that cathedrals play a central role in national commemorations has led to the very welcome allocation of
£20m by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to the Anglican and Roman Catholic cathedrals of England, as part
of the First World War centenary, and we all hope that this is the beginning of a longer-term funding of this
supremely important element of our national architectural heritage.

Peter Atkinson, Dean of Worcester
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CLAA NEWS

CLAA AGM 2014
Hereford Cathedral, 19th June 2014: ‘Image and
imagination: the collection, care and exploitation
of born digital and digitised images’
When I suggested to the Committee that the 2014
AGM day might focus on digital images and how
we manage them, it was from purely selfish
motives. At Hereford we have a large, fast-growing
and extremely useful collection of both digitised
and born digital photographs, but our way of
managing them, as it has grown up over the years
from small beginnings, doesn’t follow any
internationally agreed standards, doesn’t make use
of any specialist software, and our metadata is
pretty well ad-hoc. The vast majority of our historic
collections remain undigitised. I wanted to find out
more about best practice, but also to explore how
the images we manage are used, for research,
publications, publicity and exhibitions.

Those of the 36 delegates attending who arrived
early enough took the opportunity to visit the
Chained Library and Mappa Mundi Exhibition,
including the temporary exhibition ‘Fabulous 

creatures: the bestiary lore of the Hereford Mappa
Mundi’. At midday, the Chancellor, Canon Chris
Pullin, welcomed everyone and the formal
proceedings began with a talk by Professor Jane
Geddes of the Department of History of Art at
Aberdeen University, entitled ‘Digitisation and
Manuscripts: the impact of the Aberdeen Bestiary
and St Albans Psalter’. Professor Geddes is an
expert on Scottish architecture, Pictish sculpture
and medieval decorative ironwork, and is currently
Director of the Buildings of Scotland project. In her
talk she shared her experience of directing two
digitisation projects, each based on an outstanding
12th-century manuscript, which resulted in two 
b e a u t i f u l l y  p r e s e n t e d  w e b s i t e s  ( s e e
w w w. a b d n . a c . u k / s t a l b a n s p s a l t e r  a n d
www.abdn.ac.uk/bestiary). In both cases high
resolution images of the originals are presented
alongside transcriptions, translations and scholarly
commentaries. A huge amount of work was
involved, but the high standards and quality have
resulted in long afterlives: new research projects are
still being based on them, over 10 years on.



There is a special link between the St Albans Psalter
and a 12th-century copy of the Gospels at Hereford,
manuscript O.1.8. The St Albans Psalter is believed
to have been created by Geoffrey de Gorham,
Abbot of St Albans, for the anchoress Christina of
Markyate, in the second quarter of the 12th century.
It is one of the most outstanding examples of
English Romanesque art, with 40 dazzling full-page
miniatures depicting the life of Christ, by an artist
known as the Alexis Master. The same artist painted
the miniature in the Hereford manuscript, on view
in the exhibition, showing St Mark, lion-headed, in
the act of writing his Gospel.

After lunch and the AGM, which was followed by
news and information updates, there were two
short talks. Gordon Taylor, who holds a
Licentiateship of the Royal Photographic Society, is
our much-loved and hugely-appreciated Cathedral
Photographer. This is a service he has provided to
the cathedral for no fewer than 30 years and largely
on a voluntary basis. Every day we use Gordon’s
photographs – well over 10,000 of them in total –
which record both the life of the cathedral and the
historic objects within it. Gordon’s talk ‘Changing
the image – a thirty year journey’, examined the
changing technologies and challenges involved and
was well illustrated with pictures both of the
equipment and the resulting images – all his own
work – which are used in our publications, publicity
and image supply service.

Then Deirdre McKeown, Worcester Cathedral
Library Assistant and HLF Skills for the Future
Trainee, presented ‘Seeing and mapping our world:
digitising cartographic material to create an
exhibition.’ Deirdre was one of five graduate
trainees working at heritage sites across Worcester,
funded as part of the HLF ‘Skills for the Future’
programme. During her 15 months at the cathedral
she created four exhibitions, including the one
which was the subject of her talk, which was shown
in the Dean’s Chapel in February 2014. Deirdre’s
command of the latest technologies, necessarily
learnt at speed in order to manipulate a large
amount of material to meet tight deadlines, was
impressive, and her work also has an afterlife, as the
exhibition went on to several other venues. In the
discussion which followed, it transpired that most
cathedral libraries and archives have digital images
in their collections, but only two had image
management systems, one of which is based on the
Fedora Commons digital repository software. 

Chris Pullin drew the proceedings to a close and
those who didn’t need to catch trains attended the
Sung Eucharist for the Feast of Corpus Christi in the
cathedral.

Dr Rosemary Firman, 
Librarian, Hereford Cathedral

Hereford MS O.1.8

New Committee Member
I have recently taken over from Jo Wisdom as the
Association’s treasurer. I would like to start by
paying tribute to his work over what has been I
think the last 17 years in maintaining the
considerable solvency of the Association. As to my
background, after a brief flirtation with computer
programming as a career way back in the 1980s, I
gained my archives qualification in Aberystwyth
after a medieval history doctorate at Oxford. I have
subsequently been privileged to work in the
archives at Canterbury Cathedral from 1989 to
2000 and I have now been part of the team in
Durham University Library’s Special Collections
since 2002, being currently the Deputy Head of
Special Collections. Aside from that role, my
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particular responsibilities are the university’s
archive, including the archives of its 16 constituent
colleges, and the medieval archive of the cathedral,
arguably the most comprehensive such collection in
the country. There are of course various other
collections in between, such as perhaps another of
Durham’s strength, its considerable antiquarians’
collections, many of them held in the Cathedral
Library. In my time, I have also been involved in the 

collections of the army (Infantry Records North),
Oxford University, King’s College Cambridge,
Corpus Christi and Merton Colleges Oxford,
Oxfordshire County and York Minster. Away from
the library, I have been Treasurer of the Association
for Manuscripts and Archives in Research
Collections since 1997, Secretary of the records-
publishing Surtees Society since 2005 and a trustee
of the Durham Victoria County History. 

Michael Stansfield, CLAA Treasurer

NEWS FROM MEMBERS

Canterbury Cathedral
The Archives and Library is always keen to help
those with an interest in working in archives and
libraries, and regularly hosts school pupils and
university students on work experience placements.
In addition, over the summer we hosted a trainee
paper conservator from the University of Vienna
and a student of Information Science from the
University of Michigan. We also hosted a group of
students and their two tutors from the University of
Saskatchewan in Canada, who carried out some
cataloguing work on the classical and medieval
coins from the 17th-century cabinets of curiosity in
the Bargrave Collection. We have also provided
three work placements for the Princes Trust. 

We have continued to deliver activities to support
the World War I centenary, working with local
partners. We have welcomed many groups of
visitors, produced displays, supported a family
activity day at the local museum, hosted lectures,
and added to the content on our website. The
Library was open for the Heritage Open Days in
September, with a display focussing on parish
libraries, including the Crundale Rectorial Library,
which was placed on deposit with us earlier in the
year. We continue to be involved in planning for
local events to mark the Magna Carta
commemorations in 2015 and will be lending items
to the major exhibition at the British Library. 

The cathedral’s Objects Conservator has joined the
Archives and Library team. She oversees pest
management across the cathedral, helps to process
applications for loans from the collections, assists
with the revision of the cathedral inventory, and
carries out hands-on conservation work. 

The cathedral announced in May that it had
secured first-round HLF funding for the ‘Canterbury
Journey’ project. This £19.4 million project includes
work on the historic fabric of the cathedral, as well
as an enhancement of the visitor experience, and
work on opening up the collections. The Director of
the project, Mark Hosea, started in October, having
previously been Project Director for the York
Minster Revealed project. Exciting years lie ahead!

Cressida Williams, 
Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library

Carlisle Cathedral 
This year, Carlisle Cathedral celebrates the 400th

anniversary of the birth of Bishop Thomas Smith,
who among his many benefactions left his library to
the cathedral in 1702 under the terms of his will.
This was particularly important for the cathedral as
it had lost its ancient library of manuscripts and
printed books, with much else, in the
Commonwealth period. The cathedral’s library had
been re-founded in 1691 with the earlier gift of the
library of Canon Henry Hutton, but it was the gift
of Thomas Smith’s books which gives Carlisle
Cathedral Library its particular significance. The
anniversary has been marked at the cathedral by a
three-day exhibition of photographs illustrating
Thomas Smith’s life and a display of a selection of
his books on religious and secular subjects. 

Thomas Smith had been born near Appleby,
Westmorland, in 1614 and died in 1702 aged 87.
He was educated at Appleby Grammar School and
Queen’s College, Oxford, of which he was a fellow
from 1639 until 1656. After the restoration of 1660



he was successively a prebendary of Carlisle, a
prebendary of Durham, Dean of Carlisle and Bishop
of Carlisle. His library grew over a period of more
than 60 years as he bought books on the widest
possible range of subjects.

There is a hint of the scale of his buying in volume I
of the Cathedral Libraries Catalogue, published in
1984, which shows that Mrs. McLeod (nee Hands)
at Carlisle catalogued 2,767 Wing titles of books
published in Britain between 1640 and 1701.
Although not all of these can have come from
Thomas Smith’s library, it is likely that a large
number of them did. Whereas the titles of books
from Canon Henry Hutton had been carefully
recorded in the chapter minute book of the period,
no such record was made of Thomas Smith’s books
on their arrival. However, he did frequently write his
name and the year and price of purchase in his
books. A total of 390 are inscribed with his name,
hundreds more (yet to be quantified) have only the
price written in his distinctive hand, more again are
in composite volumes of many titles only some of
which can be shown to be his. At a rough estimate,
it is likely that 1,000 titles came from him. The
earliest date of purchase is 1640, but the greatest
number of dated purchases are of the 1660s and
1670s. Prices range from about 1s to £6 for multiple
volumes. Some books were bought new, while
others were bought second-hand. It is probable
that in turbulent times some people had to sell their
books in circumstances of financial hardship.

Thomas Smith was the son of a yeoman farmer of
modest means, and his purchasing power would
have been limited until 1655 when he married the
wealthy widow Lady Catherine Fletcher of Hutton-
in-the-Forest, Cumberland, whose son he had
taught at Oxford and whose domestic chaplain he
had become. In 1661 he was appointed to the
fourth prebend at Durham Cathedral and
subsequently to the first prebend. In these changed
financial circumstances he became a generous
benefactor of all the institutions with which he had
been involved and an assiduous buyer of books. It
is a particular characteristic of his that his collection
includes slight tracts, pamphlets and even
proclamations which were them bound into
composite volumes. Some of these items are very
rare; a volume of such items on the plague is a case
in point. Although Thomas Smith published nothing
himself, a large number of his letters have survived
particularly among the papers of Sir Daniel Fleming

of Rydal Hall near Ambleside. His manuscript music
part-books written in 1637, well-known to
musicologists, are lodged at the Cumbria Archive
Centre, Carlisle, and do not feature in the
exhibition.

Dr David Weston, Carlisle Cathedral Library

Portrait of Thomas Smith. 
Photograph by Janet Queen

Durham Cathedral
Relocation
The entire contents of Durham Cathedral Library –
manuscripts dating from the 6th century onwards,
printed books, objects and staff – have been
relocated to temporary quarters to facilitate
building work on the Cathedral’s Open Treasure
project. Open Treasure, supported by the Heritage
Lottery Fund, will see the creation of new exhibition
spaces in buildings around the Cloister and essential
fabric repairs to the claustral buildings. For many of
the early printed books, the move represents the
first time that they have left their home in the
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former monastic Refectory (which was converted
into a library by Dean Sudbury in the late 17th

century) since they were acquired by the cathedral.
Access to the collections for readers is at the Barker
Research Library at Palace Green Library for
manuscripts and incunables and at 5 The College
(on the south side of the Cathedral) for all other
classes of material. 

Exhibitions
Cathedral material, including the late 12th-century
Bible of Bishop Hugh of le Puiset, is currently on
display at Palace Green Library’s current exhibition,
‘Bound to Last: Bookbinding from the Middle Ages
to the Modern Day’, which runs until 4th January,
2015. The Cathedral will lend its 1216 reissue of
Magna Carta and its 1217 Forest Charter to the
‘Magna Carta and the Changing Face of Revolt’
exhibition at Palace Green Library next summer. 

Astesanus de Ast
On 20th May, the cathedral acquired at Sotheby’s a
beautiful copy of Astesanus de Ast, Summa de
Casibus Conscientiae, printed in Strassburg by
Georg Reyser no later than 9th May 1474. The
volume is in a contemporary binding by Johannes
Meigfoge, which contains two large 9th-century
manuscript fragments as pastedowns, taken from a
manuscript of Bede’s In librum Genesim. Durham
Cathedral lost its 12th-century copy of Bede’s text
during the 16th century, and it is a rare work in
British collections. The pastedown leaves are the
earliest witness to the work. Durham Cathedral
Library has significant holdings of works by and on
Bede, whose tomb is in the cathedral’s Galilee
Chapel. The host book – the major work of the 14th-
century Franciscan canon lawyer and theologian -
complements the important holdings of incunabula
at Durham. The acquisition was made possible with
a grant from the Friends of the National Libraries
and other supporters. 

Gabriel Sewell, Durham Cathedral
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Exeter Cathedral
As reported in the Church Times, a 16th-century
copy of the New Testament which seems to have
formerly belonged to Exeter Cathedral Library was
found in an Oxfam bookshop in Dorking, and has
been bought by the library. The volume is Jesu
Christi D.N. Nouum Testamentum, edited by the
Frenchman Theodore Beza, an important figure in
the Reformation and a contemporary of John
Calvin, and published in 1574 by Thomas
Vautrollier. The book had been in the collection of
Edward Charles Harington, a former Canon
Chancellor of Exeter. This collection was
bequeathed to the cathedral upon his death in
1881. The returned volume may have strayed from
the collection in the 1970s or 1980s.

Editor

Hereford Cathedral
The AHRC-funded joint PhD project with the
University of Swansea on our Cwm Jesuit Library
collection concludes with our current exhibition
‘Food for the Soul through Learning’ in which
Hannah Thomas has reported on the history of the
Jesuit college and her findings on their library. This
has been a very rewarding project for the Library
and Archives and we look forward to opportunities
for other collaborative research projects in the
future.  Exceptional permission has been granted by
the University of Swansea to hold Hannah’s PhD
viva at the cathedral and this is expected to take
place early next year.

Our first venture into the world of international
loan was a great success. Between February and
August this year our 1217 Magna Carta and 1215
King John writ announcing the settlement at
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Runnymede were lent to the Houston Museum of
Natural Science where they were enthusiastically
received. They were displayed in a large exhibition
about medieval England, Magna Carta and its
legacy. Plans are well advanced for our exhibition
and events to mark the 800th anniversary of Magna
Carta. The exhibition will be displayed throughout
the cathedral from the end of March to the end of
September and will be supported by a number of
lectures, events and short term displays. We are also
working with other organisations in the county to
coordinate and promote our events.

Last year we took part in a pilot project organised
by Aberystwyth and Lincoln Universities to examine
and compare fingerprints on medieval seals. We
provided seals from endowment charters of a
medieval hospital foundation and receipts for a
bishop’s bequests with short date ranges. The
results were sufficiently encouraging that it is hoped
that it will be possible to fund a large scale project
in partnership with a variety of archives including
other cathedrals. 

Rosalind Caird, Hereford Cathedral Archives 

Lambeth Palace Library
The archives of the National Church Institutions are
currently stored in buildings – at Lambeth and
Bermondsey – that were never designed to house
libraries and archives and which cannot be adapted
to meet modern standards. For some time now
work has been going on to try to find a solution
that would enable both the Lambeth Palace Library
and Church of England Record Centre (CERC)
collections to be housed together; and to ensure
their preservation for use by future generations.
Achieving this would also allow for far more, and
better, access and outreach than is currently
possible.

A proposal has been developed to house both the
Lambeth Palace Library and CERC archives in a new
library building within the grounds of Lambeth
Palace, thereby retaining the historic links with
Lambeth Palace and the Archbishops of Canterbury.

The Church Commissioners Board of Governors
have now agreed in principle to funding a new
building for Lambeth Palace Library, subject to
approval of final costs and have established a small
group of Commissioners and senior staff to take

forward the project. The next phase will be to select
and appoint architects. A Project Manager has been
appointed to lead this task with the aim of
appointing architects in mid-2015. 

The current draft timetable envisages that the
building will be designed and costed by the end of
2015 and then following final cost approval by the
board; achieving planning permission and
constructing the new library will take up to three
years. The likely date for opening a new library is
therefore 2019.

Declan Kelly, Lambeth Palace

Representative Church Body Library, Dublin
Following on from the successful digitisation of the
1913 editions of The Church of Ireland Gazette last
year, and continuing its commitment to mark the
Decade of Commemorations, the RCB Library has
made available online all 52 editions of The Church
of Ireland Gazette for 1914, in a fully searchable
format. The RCB Library holds the only complete
set of this publication, which provides a fascinating
commentary on church affairs. 

In collaboration with the Church of Ireland
Historical Centenaries Working Group, the Library
commissioned a short film documentary, ‘The Boys
from East Belfast’, which tells the story of a small
collection of letters written by 10 soldiers serving at
the Western Front, now held by the Library. This is
available via its website.

Editor, from RCB website

Rochester
The Textus Roffensis, the highly significant
compilation of legal texts written at Rochester
Cathedral in the 1120s and owned by the cathedral,
has been digitised by the Centre for Heritage
Imaging and Collection Care of the University of
Manchester. This is part of the cathedral’s Heritage
Lottery Fund project, ‘Hidden Treasures: Fresh
Expressions’. The digitised version is available via
the John Rylands University Library website; the
Textus itself will go on display within the cathedral
next year. The Custumale Roffensis, dating from
about 1300, has also been digitised.

Editor, from Rochester Cathedral website
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Worcester Cathedral
The new trainee, Tom Hopkins, started with us in
August. Tom previously undertook voluntary work
with Guildford Museum, the National Maritime
Museum, and the National Army Museum. His post
has been possible thanks to the Heritage Lottery
Fund’s ‘Skills for the Future’ scheme: ‘Nurturing
Worcestershire’s Treasures’. It will last for 15
months and he will also gain a Heritage
Management qualification from the University of
Worcester. Currently, Tom is working on his first
exhibition on the cathedral’s travel books with
special focus on the seventeenth and eighteenth
century explorers who travelled to Asia. The
exhibition will be in the Dean’s Chapel in Worcester
Cathedral next February.

At present, the library is busy preparing for a major
refurbishment of the library ceiling from January to
June 2015. The medieval library and archive will be
closed at this time to researchers and most tours.
Before then, we are preparing books and other
items that might need to be moved. One of our
freelance conservators will also help with the
packing of more fragile items such as maps to
provide them with extra protection. We are
awaiting advice from the architect as to whether to
keep the majority of the books in situ or have them
moved elsewhere in the building. 

The librarian continues to work closely with the
University of Worcester’s academic departments.
Students from the Illustration and History courses
will be coming round the library this month. It is
hoped some of them will use the items that they see
in the library for project work. This year in particular
has also seen a substantial increase in the number of
academics and students coming to use the
collections. In August the Discover Something
Different events brought in more tourists. Learning
from last year’s event, the number of library tours
was restricted to one a day. 

Conservation work on the medieval manuscripts
has continued in the last few months thanks to the
continued support of the Friends of the cathedral.
Additional foam support has been fitted to the
interior of some manuscript boxes, and repairs
carried out to some items adopted by members of
the public. Some archival quality boxes have also
been purchased for a number of artefacts and a
monastic register.

A programme of events to mark the 800th

anniversary of Magna Carta in 2015 and the 800th

anniversary of the death of King John in 2016 is
available on the cathedral’s website. 

David Morrison, Worcester Cathedral Library
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OTHER NEWS

Religious Archives Group
The CLAA newsletter for winter 2012 contained a
report by Rachel Cosgrave on the activities
following up the 2010 Religious Archives Survey,
including the establishment of the Religious
Archives Support Plan and my appointment as
Senior Adviser: Religious Archives at The National
Archives, an appointment now extended into early
2015. 

My work as Senior Adviser: Rel igious
Archives continues to be shaped by the
Religious Archives Survey and Support Plan
(http://religiousarchivesgroup.org.uk/projects/
support-plan/) and my overall aim is to contribute
to the long-term sustainability of the religious
archives constituency beyond 2014. This has
involved a wide variety of activities.

A central part of my role has been taking on some
of the advisory work of the Private Archives Team
at The National Archives in respect of historical
records of religion and I have answered enquiries
and made visits accordingly. My remit is very broad
and covers all manifestations of religious faith
that  may produce an archival record. I have
therefore made advisory visits to mosques and
synagogues as well as churches and chapels.
Nevertheless, the archives of the Established Church
have not been neglected and I have made visits and
given advice to a number of Anglican bodies,
including cathedrals.

For the wider constituency, including most
members of the Religious Archives Group itself,
perhaps my most evident contribution has been the
additional material provided for the group’s
website. Of particular significance are the directory



of locations of principal collections of archives of
religious faiths and denominations, and the suite of
training and guidance material. This includes
training notes on archives for beginners developed
from courses given in 2013, advice on personal
papers and guidance on the formulation of archives
policies. This material complements advice prepared
by colleagues at The National Archives on looking
after the archives of mosques and black majority
churches which are also on the RAG website. I have
also been posting on the group’s blog. Currently
this has a World War I focus highlighting lesser
known aspects of the Great War in religious
archives.

The Religious Archives Group and its website
http://religiousarchivesgroup.org.uk/ is an
important and useful resource for religious archives
in the UK. If you are not already a member, please
do consider joining. Membership is free and carries
no obligations! The website includes a summary of
our 2014 conference, on the theme of ‘Religious
Archives and universities’.

Tim Powell, The National Archives 

Cathedral Archives: 
personal reflections from a national perspective
My first introduction to cathedral archives was as an
undergraduate during a Christmas vacation. There
had been an article on the St Chad Gospels at
Lichfield in the Daily Telegraph and I rang up the
Cathedral Librarian, Prebendary Hill, who allowed
me to come to see them in the company of an art
historian. I was about to begin a term’s study of
Anglo-Saxon history and this certainly awakened
my enthusiasm for the subject. The occasion was
not even dampened by the arrival of the Dean who
questioned whether we should be viewing such a
treasure and ended with him reminding Mr Hill that
‘only scholars should be given access to the
manuscript. I have given orders you know’.
Fortunately, our credentials narrowly passed muster.
We were also shown some of Dr Johnson’s
annotations on Robert South’s printed Twelve
sermons (1694) and evidence of his less than
careful handling which might today have led to his
exclusion as a reader.

Clearly, an ineradicable addiction took hold. Since
then I have spent a good deal of time working with
cathedral archives and religious archives more

generally through my professional work at the
Historical Manuscripts Commission and The
National Archives. This has involved writing entries
for the Commission’s guide to Papers of British
Churchmen (1987), a title which would not pass
muster now; liaising with CLAA by attending its
meetings and conferences; and working to improve
and develop the wealth of archival material held by
cathedral establishments and other members of the
Association. It has entailed advising on and
inspecting the Alcuin Wing at York Minster,
advising on the future care of collections and on
strategic issues at Canterbury, Guildford, Salisbury,
Wells and Winchester, commenting on many
cataloguing and conservation grants, assisting with
development plans for the Archives at St George’s
Chapel, Windsor and seeking to persuade the
central church authorities of the need for a new
Lambeth Palace Library building. Work over a
decade with Exeter Cathedral Library and Archives
to support the inspired efforts of the chapter and
staff there have been pleasingly crowned by
Exeter’s achievement of accredited archive status,
although this will not by any means be an
appropriate goal for all such institutions.

Over the last 30 years, cathedral archives and
libraries have faced a period of unprecedented
challenge and change. Many establishments found
that their accommodation, often last renewed in
the wake of the Pilgrim Trust survey of Church of
England archives undertaken after the Second
World War, had fallen short of exacting new
archival standards. Most have faced the prospect of
renewing and upgrading their facilities. The arrival
of new sources of funding, particularly the Heritage
Lottery Fund, has often presented difficulties in
terms of meeting a public access agenda which had
never been required before. The electronic
revolution offered ways of achieving this through
on-line electronic catalogues and selective
digitisation. Considerable effort and investment is
required to describe collections in line with
emerging national and international standards and
a number of cathedrals still face a considerable task
on this front. There has been a greater realism in
bringing the care of cathedral collections in line with
appropriate standards by forming partnerships with
other institutions which have more extensive
resources and specialist skills. 

Although the challenges of recent years have often
involved intensive efforts to create operations
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which are sustainable in the longer term, I am
convinced that as a whole the cathedral archives of
England at least, are much better placed today than
they ever were before to have a wider impact on
church and society. The use of such records to
support the changed role of their parent bodies
would have surprised the creators of the
administrative and estate material which form the
bulk of cathedral collections. There is a new
awareness of how archives can support the mission
of their owners and the church as a whole in each
diocese at a time when the confidence generated
by growing cathedral congregations has contrasted
sharply with the difficulties experienced in some
other areas of religious life.

The Cathedral Libraries and Archives Association
provides a valuable support mechanism for its
members. It furnishes an important meeting place

for all those bodies, including The National
Archives, working to assist the custodians of this
incredibly rich part of our national archival heritage
which is held in trust by deans and chapters. The
Private Archives Team (and previous advisory teams
which I have been privileged to lead over the last
two decades until my retirement) would have found
it impossible to assist and liaise with more than a
handful of these major collections without
attendance at the Association’s annual meetings
and triennial conferences. My hope for the future is
that the Association might work more closely with
bodies such as the Religious Archives Group and
other heritage institutions to maximise the impact
of its members’ archival holdings and further
develop the appreciation and use of them. 

Norman James, The National Archives
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THE CATHEDRAL LIBRARIES 
AND ARCHIVES ASSOCIATION

The aims of the Cathedral Libraries and Archives
Association are:

To advance education by the promotion,
preservation and protection of cathedral libraries
and archives in the United Kingdom and Ireland 
The provision of appropriate access thereto 

For our webpages, see 
http://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/

Enquiries about membership should be directed to
the Honorary Secretary or Treasurer.
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COMMITTEE CONTACTS

Chairman: 
The Very Rev Peter Atkinson, Dean of Worcester

Vice-Chairman
Canon Ann Barwood, Lay Canon and 
Canon Librarian of Exeter Cathedral

Treasurer: 
Dr Michael Stansfield, Durham University Library.
Email m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk

Honorary Secretary
Ms Judith Curthoys, The Archives, 
Christ Church Oxford. 
Email judith.curthoys@chch.ox.ac.uk

Assistant Secretary
Mrs Katie Flanagan, Brunel University.
Email katie.flanagan@brunel.ac.uk

Committee Members:
Dr Claire Breay, British Library. 
Email claire.breay@bl.uk

Ms Vicky Harrison, York Minster. 
Email vickyh@yorkminster.org

Dr Clare Rider, St George’s Chapel Windsor Castle.
Email clare.rider@stgeorges-windsor.org

Mrs Cressida Williams, Canterbury Cathedral 
Archives and Library.
Email cressida.williams@canterbury-cathedral.org

We aim to produce two issues of this letter each year, in summer and winter. Any contributions should
be sent to the Editor, Mrs Cressida Williams, either by email to cressida.williams@canterbury-
cathedral.org or by post to her at Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library, The Precincts,
Canterbury CT1 2EH, to reach her by 31st October for the winter issue, or 30th April for the summer
issue. She would also welcome comments or suggestions for content.


