CATHEDRAL LIBRARIES
AND ARCHIVES ASSOCIATION
NEWSLETTER, WINTER 2016
WELCOME FROM THE CHAIRMAN
I was delighted to welcome members of the Association to Worcester in September. Reading Charlotte
Berry’s account of it below, we do seem to have packed a lot in. But it was worth it for such a very
appreciative and knowledgeable audience. I hope that it encouraged all cathedral librarians, archivists and
collections managers to feel that they occupy a central and important role in the life and work of the
cathedrals of the British Isles.

The Very Rev Peter Atkinson, Dean of Worcester

CLAA NEWS
CLAA AGM
The 2017 Day Conference (to include the AGM) of
the Association will take place at Canterbury on
Monday 19th June 2017. Further details will be
confirmed in due course, but in the meantime
please make a note in your diary. As well as the
AGM, there will be a series of talks and papers, and
a chance to visit the Archives and Library.
Canterbury Cathedral Lodge is reserving
accommodation on the Sunday night for those
attending; please get in touch direct, emailing
stay@canterbury-cathedral.org

collections and the Cathedral, as well as meeting
old friends and making new connections. The
conference was attended by collections staff from
cathedrals and related organisations across the UK
and Ireland.
The conference ran from 28th to 30th September.
The first evening got off to a good start with a tour
of the Cathedral Library, located on the first floor
and accessed from the west end of the Nave. The
collections have recently been removed and
returned, following extensive building works, so
this was an ideal opportunity to admire the results
and to meet the Librarian and Archivist Dr David
Morrison. Dinner followed, a welcome introduction
to the catering arrangements throughout, taking
place in one of the former reception rooms of the
Guesten, a former Deanery located in the Close
next to the Edgar Tower. The day concluded with a
welcome and introductory session by our host, the
Very Reverend Peter Atkinson, Dean of Worcester,
on cathedral governance. This consisted of a rapid

Cressida Williams,
Canterbury Cathedral

Wild cats in Worcestershire:
impressions of the CLAA Conference
It was Worcester Cathedral’s turn this time to host
the triennial conference in 2016; it offered CLAA
members the chance to become familiar with the
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about the life of Bishop Hurd, to see some of the
gems of the collection (printed and archival) and to
learn about plans for the future.

chronological overview of Old and New
Foundations,
changes
in
mission
and
congregations, and the emergence of new dioceses
in the 1930s. The roles of the Chapter, bishops and
cathedral staff, volunteers and Friends groups were
also considered.

Back at the Cathedral, the AGM followed,
confirming Canterbury as the venue for the 2017
day conference and discussing a possible new name
for CLAA which incorporates object collections.
Suggestions on a postcard please! Thursday’s final
session, after dinner, featured the Rt Reverend John
Inge, Bishop of Worcester, who is a member of the
Queen’s Household as Lord High Almoner. He is
also the Church of England’s lead bishop for
cathedrals and church buildings, and very
flatteringly set the scene by introducing cathedral
libraries as the unknown gems within cathedrals in
their position as the jewel in the crown of the
country’s built heritage. In particular, he recognised
the importance of the role of the librarian/archivist
both individually within each cathedral and
institutionally across the UK as a whole. Outreach
and engagement remain key aspects of promoting
cathedrals and their collections as living buildings
and a means of interpreting the Christian Gospel.
The notions of ‘spiritual capital’ and the dangers of
the ‘amnesiac society’ were also debated at the
end.

Thursday’s programme was full, starting with news
from institutions which offered an astonishing array
of activities and projects throughout the
membership. Jennie Page, former CEO of English
Heritage, former Vice-Chair of the Cathedrals
Fabric Commission for England (CFCE) and now
Chair of the Worcester Fabric Advisory Committee
(FAC), presented the second formal session,
covering the history of heritage legislation, national
bodies and significant reports, in order to put into a
wider context the introduction of the 1991 Care of
Cathedrals Measure and the founding of the CFCE
as a statutory body. We had the opportunity to hear
first-hand about the work of the Commission, its
complex arrangements for appointing its
Commissioners from a range of church and built
heritage representatives, and the rationale for the
remit of the FAC as the in-house decision-making
body for matters relating to fabric. It became clear
that the current system is probably in need of
review, as the role of the cathedral itself has
changed over time since the introduction of the
Measure. Of particular interest to the conference
was the discussion about the place of collections
management and inventories within the current
system, and whether this was fit for purpose.
Delegates agreed that more librarian and archivist
expertise within the CFCE would be welcomed.
Work has now started on updating the guidance on
inventories on the Church Care website, so watch
this space for further details.

The final day started with a visit to the Hive, the
new shared university/local authority library,
archive and archaeology service, housed in a
glowing gold building near to the river, viaduct and
racecourse at the back of the old infirmary building,
now a new site of the University of Worcester. Back
at the Cathedral, the Very Reverend Adrian Dorber,
Dean of Lichfield, presented a session focusing on
the work of the Association of English Cathedrals
which he currently chairs as well as on the role of
the modern cathedral. The AEC was set up in order
to showcase the value of cathedrals to wider English
society and to represent one voice to government.
Representatives
of
residentiary
canons,
administrators and deans make up a pan-cathedral
body and Sarah King is the only employee of the
organisation which was incorporated in 1994. The
AEC’s main function is networking and sharing best
practice. Again the modern and changing role of
the cathedral is a primary concern: cathedrals form
an important sacred space and a common ground
where visitors can come face to face with the holy,
and where the sacred and ordinary can meet. How

The conference delegates were bussed northwards
towards Hartlebury and its Bishop’s Palace, no
longer the residence of the Bishop but still home of
the renowned Hurd Library. The Honorary Librarian
Chris Penney took on the role of tour guide, taking
the opportunity to relate some of the historical
background before arrival at the castle. Apparently
colleagues from Hereford Cathedral had spotted a
big wild black cat in the grounds on a former visit,
but sadly there was no glimpse on this particular
occasion. Tours of the ‘state’ rooms and the Library
itself followed instead, offering the chance to hear
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chat over a cup of tea and cake. In all, a very
welcome programme, with very convivial hosts,
was had in a beautiful riverside setting at Worcester,
and thanks are extended to the Dean, Canon
Theologian and Librarian for their hospitality.

do cathedrals become more accessible whilst also
not losing sight of their love of God and place? An
interesting concept was that of the cathedral as a
borderland, one in which ‘faith tourism’ can help to
support economic regeneration of cities and where
cathedrals as businesses can offer opportunities for
retail, hospitality and reliable loos! In particular, it
was recognised how cathedral collections can
support mission and worship through helping
individual cathedrals to understand their past and
treasures, whilst also offering new perspectives and
narratives on old stories in sometimes surprising and
risky ways.

Charlotte Berry,
Archivist, Hereford Cathedral

CLAA Grants
At the meeting of the CLAA Committee on 18th
March 2015, endorsed by the AGM of 23rd June
2015, it was decided that the Association can
currently afford to offer modest funding to
enterprises that support the stated aims of the
CLAA:

A tour of the Royal Worcester Porcelain Museum,
situated adjacent to the Cathedral in former factory
buildings, came next before lunch. The collection of
porcelain on display was extremely impressive and
comprehensive, even before the Museum moves
into an HLF project to revamp the interpretation
and facilities on offer. A porcelain painter was in situ
to demonstrate his techniques and skill, and audioguides moved everybody around the galleries and
picked out the most significant and noteworthy
pieces.

•

To advance education by the promotion,
preservation and protection of cathedral
libraries and archives in the United Kingdom
and Ireland

•

The provision of appropriate access thereto

The CLAA therefore now invites applications from
fully paid up members of two years or more
standing for sterling grants in areas such as the
following:

The final session of the conference took place in the
Cathedral Library and we were joined by Canon
Theologian Alvyn Pettersen. There were two short
presentations, the first on museums and archives
accreditation (Vicky Harrison of York and Ann
Barwood of Exeter). Here the value of these two
schemes was evaluated in the context of helping to
form priorities for collections management,
governance and access. The impetus of writing
down existing best practice for the first time was
not under-estimated, nor was the benefit of
accredited status in accessing dedicated funding
streams and making grant applications. David
Morrison from Worcester gave the final session,
focusing on the huge success of the recent HLF
Skills for the Future project across Worcestershire.
Although this is now finished, it provided the
Cathedral Library with trainee staff who were able
to put on exhibitions and small displays, run tours,
and help in collection moves, in managing
volunteers and in invigilating the reading room.
The conference culminated with dinner in the
Chapter House, a very satisfactory end to an
excellent conference which offered a full and varied
programme of formal sessions in combination with
fascinating day visits and ample opportunities to

•

Help in defraying the costs of holding
conferences and workshops

•

Support for small projects such as the webpublication of unpublished catalogues

•

Assistance to members in undertaking
essential travel as part of work in line with
the CLAA’s aims

•

The provision of equipment, such as
perhaps book supports, to facilitate access
to collections

•

Assistance with the necessary purchase of
manuscripts and archives to benefit the
CLAA community

•

Carrying out conservation work on
manuscripts and archives or providing
equipment such as data loggers to help in
monitoring environments

Funds will not be made available towards the cost
of commercial publication but will be allocated
where they can be expected to provide the greatest
benefit to the greatest number of people. Often this
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Durham DH1 3RN, or m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk)
to whom completed applications should be
submitted by the end of February for consideration
at the Committee’s spring meeting, and the end of
September for consideration at the autumn
meeting. Successful applicants will be informed
shortly thereafter.

will be achieved by making several small awards,
rather than a few larger awards. Funding levels may
vary from year to year, but it is anticipated that the
Committee will make awards of not more than
£250 each, and of not more than £500 in total each
year.
Applications should comprise: a brief outline of the
project, conference or work; its overall cost; the
grant being sought; the names and addresses of
two referees; details of the addressee for the
cheque. Forms are available from the CLAA website
or by application to Dr Michael Stansfield, CLAA
Treasurer (Durham University Library, Palace Green,

Successful applicants will be asked to submit for
publication in the CLAA newsletter a brief report
(300-500 words) of the use to which the grant was
put.
Michael Stansfield, Treasurer

NEWS FROM MEMBERS
commentary (Expositio super Apocalypsin),
possibly identical with the Berengarius text listed in
the medieval catalogue of the Pontigny library. The
Library’s collections currently consist of 42,251
printed works, books, pamphlets and periodicals,
the earliest printed in 1484.

Armagh Cathedral
Bringing Collections to Light in Armagh
Armagh Public Library, also known as the Robinson
Library, was established by an Act of Parliament in
1773. The Library’s building, including a house for
the Keeper, was designed by Thomas Cooley and
was paid for by its founder, Richard Robinson,
Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of all Ireland
from 1765 until 1794. The Library is the oldest
‘public’ library in Northern Ireland and, with the
Long Room of Trinity College and Marsh’s Library,
both in Dublin, is one of the three most important
heritage libraries on the island of Ireland. What is
remarkable is the survival of the collections, intact,
in the building designed to house them.

Over time, much knowledge surrounding the
collections has been lost. As part of a ‘Transition’
project, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the
Library has not only been updating aspects of its
governance, but also rediscovering the treasures of
its collections—an exciting process, which
continues.
The first discovery concerned the gems. These are
sulphur casts, kept in a cabinet specially
commissioned by Archbishop Robinson. Professor
Tim Wilks, of Southampton Solent University, has
identified these as a rare complete collection of
gems produced by James Tassie (1735–1799). The
collection consists of 3,246 gems made from
sulphur paste, each surrounded with thick goldedged paper, numbered on the outside to
correspond with a catalogue, and mounted within
shallow drawers. The Library also holds the first
edition of the catalogue that accompanied this
collection, A Catalogue of Impressions in Sulphur of
Antique and Modern Gems From which Pastes are
Made and Sold, by J. Tassie (1775), and the later
catalogue by R.E. Raspe, A Descriptive Catalogue
of a General Collection of Ancient and Modern
Engraved Gems, Cameos, as well as Intaglios ....

The core of the Library is Robinson’s personal
collection of 8,000 books, together with gems,
prints, coins, and medals. The collections were
added to over the two succeeding centuries,
notably by the collection of antiquities of Marcus
Gervais Beresford (Archbishop, 1862-1885), and by
books and manuscripts acquired by William Reeves,
who was Keeper from 1861 to 1886. One of the
leading scholars and antiquarians of his day, Reeves’
acquisitions included Swift’s personal copy of
Gulliver’s Travels, and 18 continental manuscripts
which had once belonged to his friend James Todd.
Seven of these volumes contain inscriptions
showing that they had originally been part of the
medieval library in the Cistercian abbey of Notre
Dame at Pontigny, near Auxerre. One of these is
the oldest surviving copy of a Berengarius
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so-called ‘Little Academy’. On the shelves is the
accompanying book, Medailles Sur Les Principaux
Evenements Du Regne De Louis Le Grand (1702).

2 vols, in English and French, 1791. The height of
Tassie's success came when a complete collection,
in cabinets designed by the architect James Wyatt,
was ordered by Catherine the Great of Russia in
1781.

Elenor Ling, from the Fitzwilliam Museum, and Nick
Stogdon have begun to work on the print
collection. This comprises over 4000 prints, from
the 15th to the 19th centuries, including those by
Vouet, Mellan, Goltzius, Hogarth, Piranesi,
Bartolozzi and the Sadeler family. While looking at
Hogarth’s Analysis of Beauty, Nick found a copy of
The Principles of Mr Harrison’s Time-keeper. That
this title is not on the catalogue illustrates the
treasures that may remain to be found. The Library
was last catalogued in the 1990s, much of the work
being carried out by people on an employment
scheme. Although the catalogue is on computer,
there are issues of accuracy, language, and entries
missed where titles have been bound together. As
another example of what still may remain to be
found, another visitor this summer found a very
rare copy of The discoverie of the large rich and
beautiful empire of Guiana. Performed in the yeare
1595 by Sir W Ralegh (1596).

Professor Eddie MacParland, Pro-Chancellor of
Trinity College Dublin, uncovered among the
founder’s books the lost collection of the
Archbishop’s brother, Sir Thomas Robinson, first
baronet (1702–1777). Thomas, an architect and
collector, was a very different person from his
brother. His books reflect his interests in
architecture and include titles by Wren, Inigo Jones,
the Halfpenny brothers, and an Italian first edition
of I Quattro Libri dell' Architettura (1570) (The
Four Books of Architecture), by Andrea Palladio
(1508–1580).
Another ‘collection within a collection’ are the
books surviving from the library of the Second
Viscount Conway (1594-1655) at Lisnagarvey, now
Lisburn. This was thought have been lost when his
house was burnt by rebels in 1641. Brenda Collins,
a local researcher, believes that there may be as
many as 90 surviving books, many stamped with his
heraldic crest. Conway was a connoisseur who sent
agents to Europe to buy books. Two of the books
bear the signatures of John Dunne and Ben
Johnson, both of whom were friends of Conway.

There is much to do; much more, no doubt, to
discover; and much work needed to find the funds
to save this wonderful library for future
generations.
The Very Rev Gregory Dunstan,
Keeper of Armagh Public Library
and Dean of Armagh

The coin collection consists of Roman Republic,
Roman Imperial, British and European coins, as
would befit a fine gentleman’s collection. It was,
however, the sulphur medals that had puzzled the
Library staff for many years. Henry Flynn, from the
British Museum, identified them as 70mm sulphur
casts of medals made for Louis XIV to celebrate his
reign. The quality of the copies suggests they were
struck from original medals attributed to Michel
Molart and Jérôme Roussel, who belonged to the
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Monks’ Dormitory, and the Library has re-opened
to visitors. It is open Monday to Friday, 10.00am –
4.30pm (last entrance 4.00pm). Library visitors will
need to sign in at the Welcome Desk in the Monks’
Dormitory.

Canterbury Cathedral
The successful outcome of the Second Round
application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for funding
the £24.8 million The Canterbury Journey project
was announced in October. This project will run for
five years. It will include conservation to the nave
and western towers, new landscaping, a new
Welcome Centre, revised interpretation for visitors,
improved access to our historic collections, and a
programme of events and activities.

Access to Durham Cathedral’s special collections,
including the Refectory Library’s early printed book,
music, and antiquarian collections, is available by
appointment. Access to Durham Cathedral’s
medieval manuscript collection continues to be
administered by staff at Palace Green Library, until
later in 2017. Materials will be available by
appointment only, Monday to Friday, 9.00am –
4.45pm. Please contact the library at 01913862489, or library@durhamcathedral.co.uk to
make an appointment.

The shield and jupon of Edward of Woodstock,
known as ‘the Black Prince’ (died 1376), have been
lent to the V & A for its exhibition ‘Opus
Anglicanum: Masterpieces of English Medieval
Embroidery’, together with some of the vestments
of Archbishop Hubert Walter (died 1205). These
items will return to the Cathedral in February;
throughout 2017, there will be a number of
activities on the theme of the Black Prince, including
a conference on 16th and 17th November.

The Cathedral’s new Open Treasure exhibition is
also open. The claustral spaces now host an
interactive display showcasing the history of the
Cathedral, the life of St Cuthbert and the many
facets of life in a monastic community. We have
also developed new exhibition galleries which will
allow us to display many of the Cathedral’s
treasured
artefacts
and
manuscripts
in
environmentally controlled conditions.

The Cathedral has been a partner in an HLF-funded
project to open up heritage to the blind and
partially sighted. This project, called ‘Sensing
Culture’, is led by the RNIB, and has brought the
Cathedral together with other heritage institutions
in the South East. The Archives and Library hosted
creative workshops led by local artists, which used
items from the collections and also included tactile
tours of the buildings. These were greatly enjoyed
by all who participated.

You can follow the
Twitter: @BedesBooks

Cathedral

Library

on

Cathedral collections were also used for projects
which featured in the ‘Festival of Ideas: Questions
of Space’ in June. This was a collaboration between
the Cathedral and the University of Kent, during
which university staff and students showcased their
projects within the precincts. One project featured a
copy of a 17th-century map from the collections,
which was enlarged to a size to fit half of the
Chapter House. Also featured was the 18th-century
Canterbury map-maker Christopher Packe.
Cressida Williams,
Archives and Library

Sharp Library, Monks’ Dormitory, Durham Cathedral
©Chapter of Durham Cathedral

Lisa di Tommaso, Head of Collections
Durham Cathedral
We are delighted to announce that the Sharp and
Chapter Library collections have returned to their
base in the Cathedral’s cloisters, based in the
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David presented images of items from the collection
that demonstrated how the archive has been
looked after in its history and also some of the
highlights—for example a fake Anglo-Saxon
charter and the incorrect recording of the death of
Jane Austen.

Guildford Cathedral
On Wednesday 2nd November the Cathedral held
our first Archive Study Day in our ‘Canvas
Cathedral’. Our marquee was filled with over 60
individuals passionate about history, heritage and
archives who were eager to listen to and learn from
our fantastic speakers.

David also brought copies of items that Winchester
has within its collection relating to Guildford
Cathedral, as Guildford Diocese was created out of
Winchester’s Diocese. He brought correspondence
between the architect Sir Edward Maufe and
Winchester regarding stone that was to lie under
the Foundation Stone at Guildford Cathedral.

First up we had a talk from Julian Pooley, Public
Services and Engagement Manager at Surrey
History Centre. He gave us a talk on ‘Making
Archives Matter’. It was a captivating talk about the
wonderful work that Julian and the team up at
Surrey History Centre do, and the varied collections
that they have in the purpose-built building in
Woking. Julian talked about the work that they
have done using the extensive collection of archive
materials from the many mental hospitals that were
in Surrey, using them as a focus for very successful
outreach work within the community. It was also
interesting to hear of the challenges that Surrey
History Centre is now facing and the ways in which
people are now engaging with archives and
collections with the rise of Ancestry and
Findmypast.

Last up was Cressida Williams, Head of Archives
and Library at Canterbury Cathedral. The focus of
the talk was ‘Church Records over the Centuries:
the collections of Canterbury Cathedral Archives’.
The talk was a captivating look at the wonderful
and varied collections at Canterbury Cathedral
Archives, which has the unusual perspective of
being a Diocesan Record Office and the Cathedral
Archives as well as the archives for Canterbury City.
Cressida highlighted some of the key items from the
collection, including another forged Anglo-Saxon
charter alongside many other very interesting items
within the collection, such as an example of a
document signed by William I and his Queen
Matilda. We also learnt of an interesting marriage
record which contained less than complimentary
descriptions of the happy couple!

Next we were treated to a talk from David Rymill
from Winchester Cathedral and Hampshire Record
Office. David’s talk was entitled ‘Glimpses of 900
years of a Cathedral’s history from its archive’. The
talk was a fascinating insight into the relationship
between Hampshire Record Office and Winchester
Cathedral and the work that is now being carried
out.

During the breaks our audience was treated to an
exhibition of items from Guildford Cathedral
Archives including the Royal Consecration
Cushions, early fundraising papers and plans, and
designs from the architect of Guildford Cathedral,
Sir Edward Maufe.

The focus of the talk was the interesting insights
that we can get from the archive and what that can
tell us about the history of the Cathedral, and those
who worked with the archive collections.
Cathedral Libraries and Archives Association Newsletter
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The morning was a resounding success and our
audience went away happy and filled with
knowledge about the fascinating work of archives
and the Cathedral Archivist.
Rebecca Grafton,
The People’s Cathedral Archivist

Lambeth Palace Library
New Lambeth Palace Library Project
The plans for a new library building to house the
National Church library and archive collections
currently housed at Lambeth Palace Library and the
Church of England Record Centre are progressing,
and in September the Library undertook initial
public consultation on its plans. The reaction from
the public and stakeholders has been
overwhelmingly positive to date. Work continues to
finalise the design and details of the building—both
internal and external—with the aim of presenting a
fully costed scheme to the Church Commissioners’
Board of Governors in November for their final
approval.

Should approval be granted, then a planning
application will be submitted in December 2016.
Construction is likely to begin in 2018 and finish in
early 2020, with the new library and archive
opening in late 2020.
Declan Kelly, Lambeth Palace Library

Representative Church Body Library, Dublin
The fact that around 90 people turned up on a wet
Saturday morning for a special event to honour the
career of Dr Raymond (Ray) Refaussé (who retired
from the RCB Library earlier this year) spoke
volumes about the high esteem in which he is held
not only within Church of Ireland circles but the
wider archival profession in Ireland.

At present (October 2016) the archaeologists are
back onsite and hard at work exploring areas that
would be under the footprint of the proposed new
building. On their previous excavation in 2011 they
unearthed some Saxon remains including lead
weights that may have been related to either fishing
or weaving. There is also work taking place to
identify the exact range of the tree roots of some of
the largest trees near the site so that they can be
fully protected during the construction of the new
building.

Having served as Assistant Librarian in the
Department of Manuscripts, Trinity College Dublin,
between 1976 and 1981, Ray was appointed as the
first Church of Ireland Archivist at the RCB Library
in 1981, and, following the retirement of the
Librarian three years later, became the first Librarian
and Archivist in 1984, a position he held until his
retirement in June 2016.
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only within the Church, but nationally in Ireland
too—the profile of the archival profession had been
raised in more recent times ‘thanks to people like
Ray’.

The Library and Archives Committee of the
Representative Church Body, chaired by Dr Michael
Webb, honoured his long and dedicated
contribution by hosting the seminar ‘Keeping the
Records Safe: a career in retrospect’, at which a
stellar line-up of speakers treated the audience to
appropriate, thoughtful and often very amusing
reflections about Ray’s role as Librarian and
Archivist, setting his work in the wider context of
the Church of Ireland’s nuanced and complex
evolution, for which the gathering and safekeeping of records into the custody of the RCB
Library (founded in 1932) remains central.

Dr Kenneth Milne (Church of Ireland
Historiographer), Steven ffeary-Smyrl (Irish
Genealogical Research Society), and Canon Adrian
Empey (former Principal of the Church of Ireland
Theological College) each focused on particular
aspects of Ray’s work in three further presentations.
Dr Milne specifically commended Ray’s output in
the ambitious programme of publishing the
contents of parish registers undertaken by the RCB
Library collections (in 12 volumes), and latterly in
collaboration with Four Courts Press and a range of
key academics—the Texts and Calendars Series
(comprising to date some six volumes) which aimed
to bring little-known sources about the Church of
Ireland to a wider audience. As a member of the
Literature Committee, Ray has also contributed to
the publishing output of more contemporary
aspects of church life, notably through Church of
Ireland publishing and such volumes as the Braemor
Series.

In his warm opening tribute, the Most Rev Richard
Clarke, Archbishop of Armagh, expressed his own
personal debt of gratitude for Ray’s ‘utter
dedication’ to his work at the RCB and for the wider
Church, noting that he had actually served for twothirds of the library’s existence, overseeing its
modernisation with the introduction of a printed
online catalogue and the digitisation of many key
sources.
Two keynote talks followed. In the first, the Rt Rev
John McDowell, Bishop of Clogher and former chair
of the Historical Centenaries Working Group, drew
the humorous analogy between Ray and
Association Footballer Paul Madeley, paying
particular tribute to the elegance and grace with
which the former could produce sources or
information, and ‘no matter how complex the
challenge… made it look so easy’. He went on to
make a strong case in favour of studying the past,
in particular the Church of Ireland’s past, regarding
it ‘as part of our vocation’ to take care of it because
it connects us to ‘both the strange and the familiar
in where we have come [from], enabling us to
better understand who we are’.

Mr Smyrl, a regular visitor to the RCB Library as a
professional genealogist, said that Ray’s particular
efforts to professionalise the archives of the Church
of Ireland in Ireland, including securing an
agreement with the Public Records Office of Ireland
(now the National Archives) that the RCB Library
was the appropriate place of custody for Church of
Ireland parish registers, had already benefited
generations of family historians and would do so for
many more in the future.
Canon Adrian Empey concluded that Ray had quite
simply ‘transformed the RCB Library beyond
measure’, making Church of Ireland records
relevant and available not just for the church ‘but
nationally and internationally’.

In the second, Professor Raymond Gillespie
(University of Maynooth), in putting Ray into some
historical context, examined the role of diocesan
registrars and their deputies, who, in the days
before there was an RCB Library or any
centralisation of records, were the Church’s main
record-keepers. With the exception of the diocese
of Armagh, these—the ‘Rays before Ray’—- kept
the records in their own homes because there was
no purpose-built accommodation for storing church
records. He noted how attitudes to record-keeping
and accessibility have improved enormously not

Concluding the morning, Dr Elizabeth Mullins
(School of History, UCD), who had nominated Ray
for the Distinguished Service Award from the
Archives and Records Association of Great Britain
and Ireland (ARA), commended Ray’s contribution
to the development of professional archiving in
Ireland: ‘We have heard much this morning about
Ray’s work in establishing and developing the
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archives of the Church of Ireland demonstrating the
key professional qualities of pragmatism,
intellectual rigour, and perhaps most importantly
humour’, she said. ‘These traits were evident to me
when I first met Ray in the context of bringing my
class of trainee archivists to visit the RCB Library to
get a chance to practise their palaeographical skills
on early modern parish registers and vestry books.
In a sense facilitating this visit for us each year now
for over 10 years is symptomatic of Ray’s belief that
the role of the archivist is not to provide a bland
heritage experience, but to preserve what he once
called “the real stuff of history for successive
generations”. Ray’s success in this endeavour in
relation to the records of the Church of Ireland is a
lasting professional legacy’.

Dr Alexandrina Buchanan, President of the
Association, who had travelled from Liverpool for
the occasion, together with Ross Higgins, chair of
the Irish Region of ARA, then presented Ray with
the Distinguished Service Award, making him the
first (and worthy) Irish recipient.
Dr Susan Hood,
Librarian and Archivist of the Church of Ireland

Left to Right: Dr Ray Refaussé, Dr Alex Buchanan (ARA),
Steven Smyrl (IGRS), Dr Elizabeth Mullins (UCD),
Dr Michael Webb (Chair of the RCB Library & Archives
Committee), the Most Revd Richard Clarke (Archbishop of
Armagh), the Rt Revd John McDowell (Bishop of Clogher),
Dr Kenneth Milne (Church of Ireland Historiographer),
Canon Adrian Empey (former Principal CITI),
and Prof Ray Gillespie (University of Maynooth).

Left to Right: Dr Elizabeth Mullins (UCD),
Dr Ray Refaussé, Dr Alex Buchanan (President of ARA),
Ross Higgins, Chair of ARA Irish Region

Rochester Cathedral
Rochester Cathedral is now entering the final phase
of its HLF-funded ‘Hidden Treasures, Fresh
Expressions’ project, which sees over 2,400 rare
books and manuscripts returning home from the

University of Kent to a fully refurbished library at
the Cathedral, ready to be re-shelved by their
dedicated team of volunteers.

Left to right: Illuminated letter from Textus Roffensis (c1120s); Soliloquium de quatuor mentalibus exercitiis (c14th century);
De consensu Evangelistarum (c1150); Book of Hours, beginning of the Office of the Dead (c15th century);
illuminated leaf from 15th-century fragments of Psalter and Kalendar.
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individuals and families with a general interest, local
history groups, staff and students from the
university campus, and other library and museum
professionals. A number of our early maps were of
particular interest to attendees from Chatham
Historic Dockyard, and we were able to supply
digital copies of these for them to research how the
landscapes around the dockyard have changed over
the last 400 years.

The cataloguing of the collection has been carried
out by rare book cataloguers at the University of
Kent and has taken approximately 17 months to
complete.
Rochester Cathedral invited the
University to undertake this phase of the project
because of a strong relationship between the two
institutions that was formed some three decades
ago.
Staff at the University were innovative in
developing a way to catalogue the collection that
would not only fully describe each book or
manuscript using the rare book cataloguing
standard DCRM(b) (Descriptive Cataloguing of
Rare Materials (Books)), but that would also offer
clear descriptions to non-academic users. The
motive for this was the desire to make this culturally
significant and truly beautiful collection accessible
to all. A hybrid standard of RDA (Resource
Description & Access) and DCRM(b) was developed
to accommodate these requirements. The collection
is now fully discoverable to a global audience
through the University of Kent’s online catalogue.

Following on from the success of this exhibition, we
worked collaboratively with the Centre for
Medieval and Early Modern Studies (MEMS) at the
University of Kent to host its annual Summer
Festival. This included a workshop led by the lead
cataloguer on the project who talked about
working with the collection and the challenges
often presented by rare books. Additionally, key
pieces from the collection were viewed by over 80
delegates at an open exhibition, one of whom was
able to reveal the identity of a manuscript to us that
is also held by the National Library of the Czech
Republic.

To measure the success of our aims, and to promote
and raise awareness of the collection of the
Cathedral’s Library, we talked to our audiences. A
number of successful outreach and engagment
events took place at the University of Kent and Drill
Hall Hall Library in Medway that have raised
awareness of the collection, inspired research,
formed further collaborations and made the
collection accessible to varied audiences.

We have also arranged talks for outside agencies
such as the Kent Refugee Action Nework where we
were able to introduce 40 young refugees to the
our collection. Our efforts to promote our physical
collection have seen us engage with in excess of
300 attendees, whilst our promotion via various
social media outlets has engaged global
communities.

Our first significant event was a public exhibition at
the Drill Hall Library at the Medway campus. We
welcomed 101 visitors over four sessions inlcuding

A number of research outputs have been produced
including a paper by a postgraduate student from
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Last year we ran a successful oral history project
aimed at engaging current cathedral volunteers
with the archive and recording their own personal
experiences at the Cathedral. Following on from
this we are now interviewing people in connection
with two specific topics: the spire in the 20th century
and World War II. This fits in neatly with the
Cathedral’s overarching theme for next year:
‘Memory & Identity’. Alongside this we are piloting
two small research groups of volunteers to see what
can be discovered from various archive records on
these two themes. We are treating this as a trial to
see what can be discovered by active research
within the Cathedral community rather than by just
relying on outside academics (who are of course still
very welcome!).

MEMS who has researched the work De consensu
Evangelistarum by Saint Augustine. Professor James
Carley (Professor of the History of the Book) has
also written an article which discusses ‘The
Medieval Library of Rochester Cathedral Priory:
survivors and their significance.’ (CILIP Rare Books
and Special Collections Newsletter: issue 103; July
2016).
The future promises to be an exciting one and we
have a lot to look forward to. The strong
relationship between the University and the
Cathedral will continue to grow and evolve. The
fully refurbished Cathedral Library will also
welcome the return of the collection and will open
to visitors in 2017. For more information please visit
our website https://www.rochestercathedral.org/

Together with colleagues in IT and Development we
are also embarking on a project to work towards a
structured and consistent approach to storing
electronic documents on the shared drives—
obviously this is crucial to ensure that key electronic
documents are in due course transferred to the
‘electronic archive’.

Josie Caplehorne,
University of Kent

Salisbury Cathedral
The big change for the archive in 2016 has been the
refurbishment of the main archive facilities.
Completed in March, the reading room and store
were completely redecorated, old wooden shelving
removed and new mobile shelving installed. At the
same time the collection was completely re-boxed,
although much work still needs to be done on
packaging of individual documents within boxes.
The refurbishment, together with the use of a
dehumidifier, now means that the environmental
conditions for the collection are vastly improved.
We are now working on a number of actions for
further improvements in conservation and
preservation having recently undertaken a
benchmark analysis.

Progress continues to be made in assessing and
sorting the current library collection. We now have
a growing reference collection on the history of the
Cathedral and related topics such as Magna Carta
and Sarum Liturgy, which is being Dewey
catalogued and covered with archival book covers.
This has already made finding particular books
much easier. I am particularly grateful to volunteer
Peter Hoare whom many of you may know and
who, fortunately for me, has recently moved to
Salisbury. With Peter’s help we have a much greater
understanding of the importance of the collection
as a whole, and specifically of the challenges ahead.

Progress on re-cataloguing the archive collection
continues and we are fortunate to have Helen
Sumping, an archivist with particular expertise in
Latin, working on a short term contract specifically
on cataloguing. Pending an online content
management system, you can find on the cathedral
website summary catalogues of sections of the
collection as they become available. Please do have
a look.

In the medium to long term the Cathedral is
beginning to plan for a new archive store and
reading room area, possibly occupying part of the
current Works Yard off the Cloisters. This is
obviously a major project. Not only is the new
development likely to include archive facilities, but
also possibly educational and exhibition space, as
well as areas for visitors to view the mason and
glazier workshops. In the short term we are looking
to secure funds for a collections management
system for both the library and archive collections.
Much of what has been achieved to date has been
made possible by the HLF and Sackler Trust grant
received in 2014.

Cathedral Libraries and Archives Association Newsletter

Summer 2016

12

If you ever find yourself in the Salisbury area do let
me know as I’m always pleased to meet with fellow
cathedral archivists and librarians.

Winchester Cathedral
Since 2008 the Winchester Cathedral Archive (as
distinct from the library and manuscript collections)
has been managed under a partnership
arrangement between the Dean and Chapter and
Hampshire County Council, with a number of staff
at Hampshire Record Office, including archivists
and conservators, contributing to its care and
administration. Gill Rushton, Cathedral Archivist
from 2010 to 2014, continued her work with the
Cathedral Archive until March 2016 as Cathedral
Archival Catalogue Manager; I took on the role of
Cathedral Archivist in 2014.

Emily Naish,
Cathedral Archivist

In 2009 the estate records of the Cathedral, and its
predecessor St Swithun’s Priory, were transferred to
Hampshire Record Office, about 15 minutes’ walk
from the Cathedral, and very close to Winchester
railway station; in May 2014, prompted by the
need to clear the South Transept of the Cathedral
for the Heritage Lottery-funded building project,
the rest of the archive, primarily relating to the
running of the Cathedral, was transferred to HRO.
This means that catalogued material can generally
be consulted without prior notice throughout the
usual opening hours of the HRO search room.

Oral history project workers

There are now some 6,500 entries for the Cathedral
Archive on the HRO online catalogue at
http://calm.hants.gov.uk. These include most of
the core series of records such as charters, the
medieval accounts of the obedientiaries (officeholding monks), and the Chapter Books and
accounts of the Cathedral as re-established at the
Reformation. Other series listed on the online
catalogue include numerous documents relating to
the fabric of the Cathedral, notably to the amazing
feat of underpinning the structure by ‘Diver Bill’
(William Walker) and others between 1905 and
1912. A substantial series of the correspondence of
Thomas Dinham Atkinson, Cathedral Architect
1919-44, gives important insights into the
maintenance of the fabric of the Cathedral and the
other buildings in the Close over the course of a
quarter of a century.
Many records relating to worship and music have
been catalogued, including sermons and orders of
service, and documents relating to the choir; papers
relating to the management of events; and papers
of Deans including those of William Clarke (Dean
1666-79), John Bramston (1872-83), George

The archives store
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Worcester Cathedral
It was good to meet so many cathedral library and
archive representatives, from near and far, and to
hear everybody’s news. I would like to thank the
Dean, Peter Atkinson, who kindly organized the
programme for the three days as well as all the
speakers, Susie Arnold, who undertook all the
detailed arrangements including visits, and Suzanne
Byrne and her team, for cooking so many
wonderful meals for us all.

William Kitchin (1883-94), and a particularly
extensive series of papers of (Edward) Gordon
Selwyn (1931-58) including his sermon and lecture
notes, theological works and correspondence.
Other clergy whose papers have been listed include
George Frederick Nott (notably the detailed travel
journals of his uncle John Nott (1751-1825), who
travelled both within Europe and as a surgeon for
the East India Company on a vessel to China, via
South Africa and India, 1775-93), and John
Vaughan, a Canon of the Cathedral from 1903 to
1922 and a writer of religious and botanical books.
Estate records so far catalogued include medieval
and subsequent manor court records and accounts,
surveys, rentals and custumals, and 18th- and 19thcentury maps.

Since the conference I have been busy with library
tours and visits by academics. The University of
Worcester’s art and design students as well as the
research post-graduates from their English and
History departments have also made use of the
collections. In the end, our local heritage group
decided not to apply for the latest round of the
traineeship scheme. Hopefully in the future they
will reapply. In the meantime, I am following up on
some of the ideas raised by fellow librarians,
archivists, and collections managers at the
conference.

Cathedral staff continue to transfer material to the
archive. Recently this has included filing from the
Music Department and additional papers of the
Cathedral Architect, mainly dating from the early
1970s. On the retirement of the Very Rev James
Atwell as Dean this year, a large series of his sermon
and lecture texts was received, mainly in electronic
format, and a large series of photographs from his
time as Dean has also been transferred. Other
material has been donated to the archive by
members of the public, including a set of glass plate
photographic negatives of repairs to east end of
Cathedral in the 1910s—a timely arrival, given the
recent work on this part of the Cathedral

In the last few weeks, I have managed to purchase
24 made-to-measure book boxes for 18th- and 19thcentury Bibles and Books of Common Prayer that
have particularly vulnerable bindings. This was
funded by the Library’s adopt-a-book scheme.
I have also managed to replace the last two card
book cradles with proper foam blocks for library
tours. The moth infestation that started in the
summer seems to be coming under control, but we
are continuing to monitor the numbers caught in
traps.

Items recently made available following
conservation work include four 14th-century court
rolls, and the Treasurer’s account book for 1661-2,
which is likely to be a useful source for anyone
researching the repairs and new building projects
undertaken in the Close in the years after the
Restoration of the monarchy and of the Cathedral
foundation. Digitisation provides another way of
making fragile items available without risk of
damage to the originals, and digital copies of many
of the key records such as Chapter Books,
Treasurers’ accounts and the obedientiary account
rolls are now available on open access in the search
room. Recently-digitised items include the diary of
Dean John Young, 1616-45, a journal recording
everyday matters of concern to the Dean, relating
to the Cathedral and his own activities.

David Morrison,
Cathedral Librarian

York Minster
Collections Development
We were delighted in July to be awarded an Arts
Council England Museum Resilience Fund grant.
‘Cathedral Collections, Unlocking Spiritual Capital’
seeks to develop insight into our collections,
promote new means of access and participation and
share our learning with others.
The project will improve our understanding of
collections significance which will enable us to make
informed decisions around collections development.

David Rymill,
Winchester Cathedral Archivist
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It will also result in a network of experts exchanging
ideas and contributing to a clear research agenda in
an active way. Collections access will help us take
this new understanding of our collection to engage
innovatively with visitors. This will include
invigorating our schools and core visitor offer, and
offering remote access to many of our collections
for the first time. Sharing learning will open up
conversations around how we use our resource but
also how we build this for English cathedrals more
widely. We will continue to work with national
bodies including the CFCE, the AEC and the CLAA
to promote the value of cathedral collections and
influence policy reform. Three members of project
staff are in the process of being recruited and we
are looking forward to a very exciting 18 months.

Library collection as part of her project blog.
Alongside two articles—her own ‘Marking Memory
in John Favour’s “Antiquitie triumphing over
Noveltie”‘ and ‘(Un)binding the Cantiones Sacrae:
the York Minster part-books’ by Dr Bronwyn
Wallace, AHRC Postdoctoral Research Associate
(York)—Dr Law also includes a report of the
‘Remembering the Reformation’ collaborative
workshop (with the Cathedral Libraries and
Archives Network) held in the Old Palace in June
2016. A link to the articles can be found at
http://rememberingthereformation.org.uk/research.
Two exhibitions were installed in the Minster over
the summer. A temporary exhibition at the East
End, ‘The Mystery Plays: Under the Spotlight’, uses
props, from the performances held in the Minster
over the summer, to explore the stories in the plays.
Individuals such as Lucifer ‘the Proud One’, Eve ‘the
Tempted One’ and Abraham ‘the Faithful One’ are
placed under the spotlight, as we ask what the
relevance of these stories is to our own lives today.

Collections Information
Work inputting all Inventory data into CALM
continues for both the collections and the archives.
The Minster has lent one of our 13th-century cope
chests to the V & A for its exhibition ‘Opus
Anglicanum: Masterpieces of English Medieval
Embroidery’. Vicky made the trip down to London
to see it safely installed and will return in February
to bring it safely home. The exhibition showcases
several cathedral items and is well worth a visit.

Chamber 4 in the Undercroft was refreshed and a
new exhibition on the Living Church was installed.
‘Rites of Passage’ explores ways of confronting and
processing the challenges of life and death. The
stories found in our objects are of legacy, memory,
conflict and personal growth, prompting us all to
consider and reflect upon how we remember, how
we celebrate and how we live.

Collections Access
We continue to support Professor Brian Cummings’
Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC)
funded project ‘Remembering the Reformation’. Dr
Ceri Law, AHRC Postdoctoral Research Associate
(Cambridge), has highlighted items in the Minster

Sarah Griffin,
Cathedral Librarian

BOOK AND PAPER CONSERVATION
conservation programme of repair and stabilisation
of its collections which was interrupted by major
building work last year. We are now able to return
to projects begun prior to this.

These two articles on conservation should be of
great interest to readers; similar submissions for
future newsletters would be welcome.
Editor

One of the volumes presented during the library
tour was a register WCM A17 (305x220mm), the
obedientiaries’ account book for years 1520-4 used
by the monks such as the cellarer, precentor and
almoner to record details of daily expenditures. The
accounts shed light on life in a late medieval
monastery shortly before the Dissolution. Part of it,
the entries for the year 1521-2, was transcribed by
Canon James M. Wilson and published by the
Worcestershire Historical Society in 1907.

Conservation at Worcester Cathedral Library
It is several weeks since the participants of the
CLAA conference visited Worcester Cathedral
Library and had an opportunity to see many of the
Library’s treasured manuscripts, documents and
other objects; also some of the most recent
conservation projects which are currently being
carried out. The Library has a long established
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to make them stronger they were locally re-sized by
brushing on a solution of methylcellulose in alcohol
(0.5% solution of Methocel A4C in 80ml IMS :
20ml H2O ), which prevents staining of the paper.






1. WCMA17uppercover
WCM
A17 upper cover



1. WCMA17uppercover



3. WCMA17moulddamagedpaperattheendofthebook
A17 mould damaged paper at the end
WCM
3. WCMA17moulddamagedpaperattheendofthebook




of the book






4. WCMA17localreͲsizingofsoftandmoulddamagedpaper

2. WCMA17insidetheuppercover
2. WCMA17insidetheuppercover

4. WCMA17localreͲsizingofsoftandmoulddamagedpaper
WCM
A17 local re-sizing of soft and mould damaged paper







The text-block is now ready for paper repair which
will be carried out this winter. Distorted pages will
be humidified and pressed between sheets of
blotting paper, and any major tears and losses of
paper will be repai-ed or filled in with Japanese
paper where necessary. Once the text-block is
repaired it will be time to turn attention to the
parchment cover which will be locally humidified
and pressed in a similar way to the paper.
Straightening the parchment will make a lot of
difference to the cover and hopefully it will be
possible to keep its repair to a minimum. The
volume is now housed in a box which provides it
with protection in storage and, with careful
handling, it will hopefully be ready for use for
another 500 years.

WCM A17 inside the upper cover

The text is written on paper folded to form
substantial quires tacketted through a cover made
from re-used parchment and the simple binding is
likely to have been made in house. Although very
tactile and easy to make and use with such a light
cover, these volumes usually suffer from distorted
spines, splaying covers, curling pages and many
tears. In such a state the cover cannot protect the
pages from dust and dirt entering the text-block
and they are usually quite dirty. The pages and
cover in this register were surface-cleaned some
time ago and the volume had been waiting for
attention in its box until this autumn. Many pages
in the second half of the book suffered water
damage in the past, resulting in staining and
softening of the paper with mould damage and loss
of paper support in the last three or four pages.
These pages were too weak to be turned safely, and

Katerina Powell, ACR
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Fashioning the book: restoring access and
function through book conservation
Library and archive conservation has a
characteristically mechanical quality, and book
conservation especially so. Unlike other areas of
conservation, where treatments extend and
facilitate safe handling, storage and display,
bindings have to continue their function as working
protectors and carriers of information. Most of the
damage that is seen in book collections is connected
to their ongoing use and value as objects, whether
as well-loved personal possessions, important
components of special collections or unique archive
items. One of the fundamental skills of the book
conservator is to maintain this functionality whilst
working wherever possible with an object’s
structure to preserve evidence of how and with
what it was originally made. Two recent Bible
conservation projects have demonstrated the
spectrum of this basic principle, and demonstrate
very well the wide variety of approaches available
to me as a library and archive conservator to solve
the same problem—access to the object—but on
different budgets and using varying levels of
intervention. I will show that one size of treatment
does not fit all objects and budgets, and a tailored
approach to the conservation and care of
collections based on condition and intended use
results in a better fit.

Upper board and spine, showing broken sewing structure and
leather and adhesive residues

This extensive use, combined with low-quality
original materials and its large format and heavy
text-block and boards, had caused the sewing to
break down completely and the spine in particular
to deteriorate to a point where there were only
small fragments remaining. The covering leather
was chemically degraded and very friable, with
extensive surface abrasions to both boards. As the
images show, there was evidence of an attempt to
keep the book together using self-adhesive tape;
this is most visible on the endpapers where wide
strips of black plastic-coated bookcloth had been
applied to the inner joints. Although this DIY
treatment is not recommended, it may have been a
blessing in disguise as at least it held the boards
onto the text-block, and without this they may
have been lost or more significantly damaged.
An additional issue was the degradation to the
backs of the sections, causing the paper along the
spine folds to become extensively browned and
vulnerable to cracking and loss, which was
consistent throughout the text-block.

The first example concerns a book that falls firmly
into the well-loved category of object, given its
provenance and original condition. Belonging to the
Gray family, this 1866 copy of The Holy and
Devotional Bible was previously owned by George
Charles Gray, Organist and Master of the Choristers
at Leicester Cathedral between 1931 and 1969. His
memorial tablet can be found in august company at
the east end of the Cathedral, near the tomb of
Richard III. The condition of the book demonstrated
that it had been both well used and enjoyed, not
only as a Bible but also as an important repository
for recording significant family events for the last
150 years.

Outer and inner bifolia of section, showing degraded and
fragile spine
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It is likely that this was a result of contact with the
acidic components in original leather used on the
spine, particularly as the skin started to degrade
over time. This theory is borne out by the significant
browning to the endpapers where they have been
in contact with the turn-ins of the boards.
After taking down of the remains of the sewing
structure and light surface cleaning, the main aspect
of the treatment was to reconstruct the spine folds
using strips of a very thin but strong Japanese tissue
adhered with wheat starch paste. This was applied
to every bifolium of this 900+ leaf text-block, with
each repaired spine fold being weighted and dried
before gathering it into sections ready for pressing
and sewing.

Resewn text-block on the sewing frame, showing the linen
tapes and sewing thread

New linen linings, reinforcing board attachment

It is unusual as a book conservator to get the
opportunity to work on such an extensively
damaged privately owned Bible such as this, as the
work required to return it to functionality was
considerable with the treatment taking
approximately a week. In this case, it was valued as
an heirloom for the present and future generations
of the Gray family, as well as being an important
link with the family’s past. Many branches of the
family came together to support the work, and
social media was used very effectively to keep
everyone involved up to date with the progress of
the work. A Bible Facebook group was set up, and
through this I was able to give as near to a real-time
report as possible to everyone who had an interest
in this important family object, posting images and
information on the treatment actually as it
happened.

Before and after spine fold repair

The text-block was resewn and relined, and the
spine was rebacked in black leather to match the
boards. Goatskin was used to match the grain of
the covering leather, and for strength, rather than
the comparatively weaker sheepskin leather used
for the original binding. A title label was made but,
given the clean simplicity of the new spine chiming
well with the overall look and purpose of the book,
the family rightly made the decision not to use it.
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permanent private hall of the University in 1893
and became a full constituent college in 1996. With
strong Unitarian links, its early years in Oxford are
associated with reformist causes and it was the first
academic institution in Britain to accept female
candidates for the Nonconformist ministry. The
Librarian, Susan Killoran, approached me to look at
a 1542 copy of Biblia Sacra ex Santis Pagnini which
had extensive handling damage and as a result
could not be catalogued. A bookseller’s note tells us
that this edition of Pagninus's Latin version of the
Bible contained revisions that caused him to be
denounced by Calvin as an impious man, leading to
his
subsequent
persecution,
trial
and
condemnation. All the copies that could be found
were used to make a fire, and he was burned alive
with them as a heretic. This copy is one of the very
few that escaped the conflagration—an impressive
provenance.

After treatment images of the upper board,
spine and head edge
Lower board and spine before treatment

Through the conservation treatment, the Bible has
been fully returned to being a functioning book and
it can now be accessed and used by the Gray family
in the way it was intended to be when it was
purchased by their forebears a century and a half
ago.

The binding—a later, likely mid-18th-century,
addition to the text-block—was a full mid-tan calf
tightback with extensive gold tooling to the spine.
The upper board attachment had broken down,
with the board almost detached and the leather
joint totally split. The headcap area of the spine was
lost and, whilst the lower board was attached, the
joint was weak and split at the extreme head and
tail. Although the spine was abraded and partial, it
still maintained good evidence of the highly
decorative original tooling and label, and was
functioning well to support the sections. The upper
endpaper, however, had clung on to the shoulder of
the joint with damaging tenacity, causing
considerable tearing back across the width of the
finely engraved title page. The board could not be

In contrast, the second Bible I have conserved this
year required a very different approach, but still the
primary aim remained the same: to improve access
to an object that was completely unuseable in its
before-treatment condition.
The Bible belongs to Harris Manchester College,
Oxford. Originally founded in the 18th century by
English Presbyterians in Manchester as a dissenting
academy, the college moved to Oxford as a
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opened therefore without a high risk of further
damage to the already vulnerable page.

Title page recto and verso, after treatment

Once the text-block was stable the second priority
was to reattach the upper board. As there is a
double thickness of leather at the head and tail of
the spine of a tightback binding, it is often possible
to lift this area to insert new material to bridge split
or broken joints, and reinforce, or in this case
reinstate, board attachment. A strip of aerolinen—a
strong, 100% linen cloth, faced with toned thick
Japanese paper to match the original spine—was
pasted across the backs of the sections below the
lifted area of the spine, turned in at the head and
tail, and extended onto the boards below the
covering leather. Even with the damaged and
partial tail spine panel, it was still possible to do this
in sections without detracting from the original
appearance of the spine. In this way, the upper
board was reattached and the lower board
attachment
reinforced
preventing
further
breakdown during use. The book can now be
stored, handled and used with care, in accordance
with good library and searchroom practices.
Moreover, the treatment was achieved in under a
day, making the conservation of this impressive
volume very cost effective.

Title page recto and verso, before treatment

Two key areas for decision making surrounding the
treatment of this book were its future use balanced
with the available budget. The main objective for
the college librarian was that the book should be
able to be catalogued and to withstand careful
occasional use and handling. As the book would not
be heavily in demand by readers, the budget for the
repair was limited. From a conservation point of
view this approach was very welcome, as this
intended use could be achieved whilst maintaining
the integrity and character of the original binding,
given its completeness and overall largely stable
condition. A replacement spine was neither
desirable nor necessary, and a minimally
interventive approach was the best option to
achieve the objectives of the conservation
treatment.
Before working on the binding, the first priority was
the repair of the title page. This was achieved by
adhering thin, shaped strips of Japanese paper to
the verso of the page to bridge the tears and realign
the engraving on the recto. This instantly improved
the handling and access to the text-block, and, after
treatment, it is difficult to see that the page had
ever been damaged.

Spine after treatment
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By approaching the conservation of library and
archive collections on an individual item basis, and
through careful assessment of the intended use of
an object with the maintenance of its character and
original structure, the best outcomes can be
achieved for both the object and access to the
information it holds. In library and archive
conservation this tailored approach does not
necessarily mean a couture budget.
The upper board, reattached

Victoria Stevens ACR,
victoriastevensconservation@gmail.com

The figure of £200 for the Church Stock occurs
every year; it appears to be a fixed sum designated
to be put into the reserves. The bequest of £100
from Archbishop Gilbert Sheldon, who died in
1677, is a one-off entry for this year; there are
occasional similar one-off sums for gifts in some of
the later years. The highway money is also recorded
every year and presumably represents revenue from
tolls owned by the Dean and Chapter. Expenditure
on road repairs at Harbledown is also recorded, for
example on 19th April 1687: ‘Taken out of ye Chest
a bagg of Seuenty Seuen pounds eight shillings
towards ye repair of Harbledowne highway
according to order by me’, signed by the Treasurer,
Jean Maximilien de L’Angle (DCc/SC6). Other
transactions regularly recorded are for the stipends
of the prebendaries and for the salaries of the
‘Quire’.

NOTICES OF RESEARCH
In the following article, Dr David Shaw summarises
the findings of some research into 17th-century
accounts at Canterbury Cathedral, which shed light
on the management of finances and also on the
history of an object in the Cathedral’s collections.
Similar submissions for future newsletters would be
welcome.
Editor

Unlocking the Chest: financial record-keeping at
Canterbury Cathedral in the late 17th century
At the St Catherine’s Audit each November, the
Dean and Chapter drew up an account of its wealth
in a single sheet document headed ‘The State of the
Church’. The Cathedral Archives has a continuous
series of these from 1679 to 1712 (DCc/SC1-32;
1680 is missing). Each of the annual statements has
a similar structure. First of all, the amounts available
from the year’s income are listed; the account for
1679 starts:
The Church Stock in 2 Baggs 200 –

00 –

0

Item The late Ld of Canterb. 100 –
Legacy in one Bagg

00 –

0

High way money in 3 Baggs 300 –

00 –

0

More in another Bagg

018 –

12 –

0

More, the high-way money
of this year

040 –

00 –

0

Sum

All of these sums relate to monies paid into or taken
out of the central reserves. The 1679 figures record:
Borrowed out of the Chest & deliuered to the
Treasurer,
Imp[rimi]s to pay the Midsum[m]er Stipends to ye
Deane & Prebends: 195 – 01 – 8
The Treasurer was then responsible for making the
individual payments which would be recorded in
the Treasurers’ Books and signed for by each of the
canons (DCc/TB series). All of these transactions
were for large or relatively large amounts of money
for payments which could not be made out of
current cash-in-hand, or for surplus amounts of
cash-in-hand which needed to be put into the
reserves. It is clear from the many references in
these documents to ‘the Chest’ that there was a
central secure repository for the Dean and Chapter’s

--------------------658 – 12 – 0
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reserve funds. Many of the transactions are backed
up by three signatures, usually of the Dean, the
Vice-Dean and the Treasurer, sometimes
mentioning that one of the signatories was
representing an absent key holder and was armed
with his key; for example, in 1688, we find the
signature of ‘Geo Thorp cum clave vicede[cani]’
(George Thorpe with the Vice-Dean’s key); Dr
Thorpe is signing on behalf of that year’s Vice-Dean
whose key he has been given.

Chests of this sort with multiple locks had been a
common system for securing institutional valuables
since the Middle Ages. An enquiry to the
Cathedral’s Vesturer (head virger) Christopher
Crooks quickly established that the Cathedral does
have such a chest and that it is to be found in the
virgers’ office in the Wax Chamber. Mr Crooks
informs me that it is thought to be an iron chest of
17th-century German manufacture of a sort
(erroneously) known as an ‘Armada’ chest. It seems
highly probably that this is the chest referred to in
these ‘State of the Church’ documents.

This suggests that there must have been a security
system involving a chest with three locks which
required all three key holders to be present to pay
money in or take money out of the reserves. All
three then signed a record on the sheet for that
year’s ‘State of the Church’ reconciliation for the St
Catherine’s Audit. The Chest was already in use in
1662. Dr William Belke, the Treasurer for
1662/1663, records in rough notes at the front of
that year’s Treasurer’s Book (DCc/TB 3):

David Shaw, Volunteer,
Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library

Aug. 25: layd more into ye chest in ye treasury of
my money 180£ viz. one bag 100£ and another
80£ in all 480£

Canterbury Cathedral’s ‘Armada Chest’. © Canterbury Cathedral.
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THE CATHEDRAL LIBRARIES
AND ARCHIVES ASSOCIATION
For our webpages, see
http://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/

The aims of the Cathedral Libraries and
Archives Association are:
•

To advance education by the promotion,
preservation and protection of cathedral
libraries and archives in the United Kingdom
and Ireland

•

The provision of appropriate access thereto

Enquiries about membership should be directed to
the Honorary Secretary or Treasurer.

COMMITTEE CONTACTS
Committee Members:

Chairman:
The Very Rev Peter Atkinson, Dean of Worcester

Dr Claire Breay, British Library.
Vice-Chairman
Canon Ann Barwood, Lay Canon and
Canon Librarian of Exeter Cathedral

Ms Vicky Harrison, York Minster.
Dr Norman James, formerly The National Archives.

Honorary Treasurer:
Dr Michael Stansfield, Durham University Library.
Email m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk

Ms Kate McQuillian, St George’s Chapel,
Windsor Castle.
Mrs Gudrun Warren, Norwich Cathedral

Honorary Secretary
Ms Judith Curthoys, The Archives,
Christ Church Oxford.
Email judith.curthoys@chch.ox.ac.uk

Mrs Cressida Williams, Canterbury Cathedral.

Assistant Secretary
Mrs Katie Flanagan, Brunel University.
Email katie.flanagan@brunel.ac.uk

We aim to produce two issues of this letter each year, in summer and winter. Any contributions should
be sent to the Editor, Mrs Cressida Williams, either by email to cressida.williams@canterburycathedral.org or by post to her at Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library, The Precincts, Canterbury
CT1 2EH, to reach her by 31st October for the winter issue, or 30th April for the summer issue. She would
also welcome comments or suggestions for content.
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