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Welcome from the Editor…

CALCA News…

The Cathedral Archives, Libraries
and Collections Association

WinTer 2021

WeLCoMe to the first issue
since Winter 2019 of the

CALCA newsletter. So much has
not happened over the past two
years, including the events
planned as part of the ‘Year of
Cathedrals, Year of Pilgrimage’ in
2020. However, the updates in
this newsletter from across the
British Isles show that activity
continued throughout lock-
downs and the disruption of the
Covid pandemic. e updates
also show the spirit of resilience
and positivity within our
cathedral community. 

e Annual general Meeting
of the Association held in
November 2021 bid farewell to
two long-standing members of
the committee, Katie Flanagan
and Vicky Harrison. We wish
them both well and thank them
for their service with CALCA. e
AgM welcomed seven new
committee members, who
introduce themselves below. 

e committee hopes you
enjoy reading this newsletter;
comments and suggestions as
well as submissions for the next
issue are always welcomed.

New CALCA Committee Members
Alison Cullingford

IAM deLIgHted to be part of 
CALCA. I am still fairly new to

the world of cathedrals, having
joined durham Cathedral in
2019 as Head of Library and
Collections. I come from a Special
Collections and higher education

collections for which I was
responsible were in three
strongrooms in one building to a
huge historic site with complex
legacy arrangements and
collections in use in church
services, in residences and on
loan to other organisations, not
to mention the requirements of
the Cathedrals Measure!

What I value about working in
a cathedral is the sense of
purpose and meaning in our
work, of caring for collections in
their historic context and
sharing them with wider
audiences. I look forward to
learning more from other CALCA
people and sharing our insights
with you.

background, getting my start in
reader services and cataloguing
at the University of Nottingham.
I have also worked at Manchester
Metropolitan University
(children’s books, book design
and cookbooks!) and, most
recently, at the University of
Bradford (modern archives,
archaeology, pressure groups).
Among various writing ventures,
my best known is probably the
Special Collections Handbook for
Facet Publishing (3rd edition due
February 2022).

Coming into cathedrals has
been a huge learning experience
and I am so grateful to my lovely
team for their support. I moved
from a situation where all the
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dANIeL is the Curator of the 
Cotton Library attached to

St Carthage’s Cathedral in
Lismore. Working closely with
the dean of Lismore, daniel
began an ambitious conservation
and preservation project for the
collection. He successfully raised
funds for this purpose via
multiple grant applications. to
offset the impact of Covid

restrictions on visitor footfall, he
started a Facebook page in
August 2020 which has been an
enormous success. is has had
the unexpected bonus of
allowing the Library to reach and
engage with people all over the
world. A particular triumph in
these difficult times was the
successful fundraising campaign
to buy a rare Bedell Irish
language Bible for the Library in
2020. e campaign involved 
an online appeal, crowdfunding,
sponsorships, grants, endow-
ments and direct solicitations to
donors. daniel had the
opportunity to use his Irish
language skills on tV when news
of the campaign went viral and
tg4 ran an interview on their
news programme.

As might be expected he is
passionate about books and has

far too many. Returning to full
time study has not helped with
the book problem! Fly-fishing
and fly-tying is a favourite
pursuit when time allows. 

daniel is a full-time Anglican
ordinand in training for the
Church of Ireland. His studies are
split between the Church of
Ireland eological Institute and
trinity College, dublin. An active
member of Lismore Union
Parish, daniel is a member of the
Cathedral 2020 Project Steering
group and the Board of
Management of Lismore
Mochuda National School. He is
a former business systems
analyst and has a lifelong
involvement in It and
engineering.

Daniel Fleming

emily naish MARI has been Library 
development officer for

St davids Cathedral in west
Wales since 2018, although she
has been going to the Cathedral
and its Library for most of her
life. Her background is in project
management and development
work. Her passions are books, old
books and Welsh heritage. Mari
has been overseeing a Cathedral
Library development Prog-
ramme to enhance public access
to the collection and to extend
the Library facilities

Mari James

SINCe I was first appointed 
archivist at Salisbury

Cathedral in 2014, I have been
working on improving the care
of, access to, and awareness of,
our archive and library
collections, and more recently,
the object collection too. I very

much enjoy working in a
cathedral environment although,
as I’m sure other members of
CALCA may have experienced,
cathedrals can at times be rather
eccentric! Some of my personal
highlights so far of being at
Salisbury Cathedral include: the

800th anniversary year of Magna
Carta in 2015, sourcing a new
storage location for 120 linear
metres of records previously kept
in a room with RH of up to 90%,
the pleasure of seeing the archive
catalogue records arranged
hierarchically on our new
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collection management system
post import; learning about
medieval manuscripts (I’d
previously only worked with
documents no older than 1832);
our library and archive volunteer
parties, and, of course, the 2019
CALCA triennial conference held
at Salisbury.

I AM an accredited library and 
archive conservator and have

been working in the field of
conservation for over 20 years.
e main area of my work is
conservation treatment of all
kinds of library and archive

Katerina Powell, ACr

eleanor Swire

e Very rev. Dr Sarah
rowland Jones LVO
OBe

materials, from medieval to
modern, and my special interest
is the conservation of medieval
manuscripts and their binding
structures. A substantial part of
my work focuses on
preservation, environmental
monitoring, exhibition work, and
any other aspect of collection
care in a library and archive
context. I divide my work
between my own conservation
practice and the oxford
Conservation Consortium where
I work for two days a week. over
the years I have been involved in
several major conservation
projects in Worcester Cathedral
library and have also carried out
some boxing in the Hereford
Chained Library.

tHe Very Rev. dr Sarah 
Rowland jones has been

dean of St davids since May
2018. She spent 15 years as a
British diplomat with postings
to jordan and Hungary and,
since ordination in the Church in
Wales in 1999, has also spent a
decade in South Africa. Her
doctorate, Doing God in Public,
considers moral rationality
today. She serves on a range of
international Anglican and
ecumenical bodies, including the
Inter Anglican Standing
Commission for Unity, Faith and
order, and the International
Commission for Anglican–
orthodox eological dialogue. 

I joINed Winchester Cathedral 
as the new Curator and

Librarian in September 2021,
having previously worked in
historic libraries and archives
within the higher education

sector. My most recent role prior
to Winchester was in the Pepys
Library at Magdalene College,
Cambridge, home to the historic
collections of the seventeenth-
century diarist, Samuel Pepys
(1633-1703). 

I am very excited to be joining
a community of cathedral
librarians, archivists and
curators, and look forward to
collaborating with the CALCA
committee on a range of projects
and initiatives.
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n Shoes belonging to Canon Adam
Sedgwick. ese, with other items, were
loaned by the Sedgwick Museum of Earth
Sciences. Image © Dr Gudrun Warren.

CALCA Grants

In 2015, it was decided that the 
Association could afford to

offer modest funding to
enterprises that support its
stated aims. 
CALCA now invites applications
from fully paid up members of
two years’ or more standing for
grants in areas such as the
following: 

n Help in defraying the costs of holding conferences and workshops
n Support for small projects such as the web publication of 

unpublished catalogues
n Assistance to members in undertaking essential travel as part of 

work in line with CALCA’s aims
n e provision of equipment, such as perhaps book supports, to 

facilitate access to collections
n Assistance with the necessary purchase of manuscripts and archives 

to benefit the CALCA community
n Carrying out conservation work on manuscripts and archives or 

providing equipment, such as data loggers, to help in monitoring 
environments

Funds will not be made available towards the cost of commercial publication but will be allocated where
they can be expected to provide the greatest benefit to the greatest number of people. often this will be
achieved by making several small awards, rather than a few larger awards. Funding levels may vary from
year to year, but it is anticipated that the Committee will make awards of not more than £250 each, and of
not more than £500 in total each year.

Applications should comprise: a brief outline of the project, conference or work; its overall cost; the grant
being sought; the names and addresses of two referees; details of the addressee for the cheque. Forms are
available from the CALCA website or by application to dr Michael Stansfield, CALCA treasurer (durham
University Library, Palace green, durham dH1 3RN, or m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk) to whom
completed applications should be submitted by 2nd November. Applications will then be considered at the
subsequent meeting of the committee. Applicants will be informed shortly thereafter.
Successful applicants will be asked to submit for publication in the CALCA newsletter a brief report (300-
500 words) of the use to which the grant was put.

Michael Stansfield, Hon Treasurer

CALCA AGM
CALCA’s AgM held online on 

3rd November 2020 was
favoured with three quite
contrasted but informative,
helpful, and fascinating brief
discourses. First janet Berry,
Head of Conservation for the
Cathedral and Church Buildings
division (ChurchCare) for the
Church of england, provided
some succinct and very accessible
guidance on the inventory. It is
always a joy to be reminded that
behind what might sometimes
seem slightly intimidating
paperwork, there is a very
humane administrator
sympathetic to the needs and
concerns of the small as well as
large institutions, and janet did

not disappoint at all! en
Richard Higgins from durham
University Library showed what
can be done through a
collaborative project between
such as cathedral and university,
as long as you can raise the
funding. is also demonstrated
the maxim that if it is worth
doing, it is worth doing well, and
certainly the stunning images of
durham Cathedral’s manuscripts
showed the quality of the work of
Richard’s team in developing this
enviable digital resource. For
something completely different,
gudrun Warren told of the
impact of the recent visit of
dippy the dinosaur to Norwich
Cathedral with the awesome
skeleton filling the nave, drawing
enthusiastic crowds to appreciate

it. An associated exhibition, put
on by the Library, focused on
Canon Adam Sedgwick, a founder
of modern geology, and the
wearer of a seemingly impossibly
small pair of shoes, one of the
highlights of the exhibition.



Newsletter – Winter 2021 • 5

Canterbury Cathedral

Durham Cathedral

News from the Members…

tHRoUgHoUt the pandemic, 
the Archives and Library

staff team was either fully or
part-time furloughed; the team
returned on 1st April 2021,
supported by a grant from the
Culture Recovery Fund. Having
been open between lockdowns in
Autumn 2020, the reading room
reopened on 21st April on a two-
day a week basis. By the end of
october, there had been 290
individual research visits and 22
group visits, many from the
University of Kent and
Canterbury Christ Church
University. We have
accommodated four student
work placements since
September 2020.

roughout the lockdowns,
the department remained 
open online, with enquiries
responded to and remote talks
and teaching sessions delivered.
e monthly ‘Picture is…’ 
web feature continued, with
articles on collections items
relating to Becket running
throughout 2020 and into 2021.
A series of articles on ‘e
History of the Cathedral in 20
documents’ was produced for
the website, and a series on ‘e
History of the Book in 20 Books’
has been started. Some
volunteers continued to work
remotely on cataloguing and
interpretation projects. 

Following an organisational
restructure, the Archives and

Library is now within the
external engagement ‘pillar’ of
the Cathedral. is facilitates
continued close working with the
PR, Visits and Schools
departments, and the
Cathedral’s shop and Lodge
Hotel.

e Canterbury journey
project, which is supported 
by the National Lottery Heritage
Fund, has been extended until
october 2022. e project 
has produced a new display area
in the Cathedral’s Watertower
and Watertower Corridor which
focusses on church plate,
including also the Cathedral’s
Anglo-Saxon pocket sundial.
From the corridor there is a view
into the Howley Library through
a new glass door. It has 
also produced a display area in
the newly constructed Viewing
gallery by the Cathedral’s main
gate, with a collection of 19th-
century miniature models 
of cathedrals. e opening of 
the display area in the crypt 
had been delayed. e project 
has produced web-based learning
resources, and will also produce
digital ‘loan boxes’ based on the
collections. 

e Cathedral is implementing
a new Collections Management
System and digital Asset
Management System. ese
systems will be delivered 
by Axiell and will mean that the
Cathedral’s archive, printed and
object collections can be searched
together.

e Cathedral lent items from
the Archives and Library
collections as well as panels of
medieval stained glass to the
British Museum’s Becket
exhibition, of which an account is
below. We also lent items to the
Becket exhibition at the Beaney
Institute in Canterbury, which
ran over Summer 2021. 

Cressida Williams, 
Archives and Library Manager

Since 2020, durham Cathedral
has undertaken a radical

change management programme
which has tackled many legacy
problems and re-aligned us with
the requirements of the
Cathedrals Measure. Library and
Collections are now part of
Fabric and Collections, which has
brought us together with the
Property team, as a large unit
with responsibility for the active
stewardship of our amazing
heritage. is works well as it
helps us to co-ordinate
conservation works in the
church, for example. e Library
and Collections team is playing
an active part in changing
cultures and mindsets at the
Cathedral, in particular by taking
on work around contested
heritage, digital transformation
and outreach to wider audiences,
especially local communities. 

Library news
durham Cathedral Library has

faced the same challenges as
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Guildford Cathedral

every library over the last year in
trying to re-establish on-site
library services in a Covid-
cautious way. e Assistant
Librarian was back working on
site in july 2021 to set up a
Browse & Borrow service,
bookable online, for our modern
lending collections in both the
Sharp and Chapter libraries. is
is the first time readers were able
to borrow our books since March
2020. For the moment, we are
unable to re-open the modern
Sharp Library for readers to stay
and study owing to ongoing
staffing and access issues with
the library space. However we are
currently exploring a variety of
options for 2022.

We are also about to re-offer
special collections appointments
again in our reading room, but in
arrangement with readers on an
ad-hoc basis rather than for fixed
hours per week. 

our beautiful 17th-century
Refectory Library has also
recently hosted the first in-
person library events since
February 2020. e Cathedral
has been lucky enough to have
Luke jerram’s beautiful artwork
Museum of the Moon installed in
the nave from September to
November, and in support of this
we curated a ‘Library of the
Moon’ from our early printed
collections. our copies of galileo,
Brahe, Flamsteed, and Newton
were on display for a curator-led
talk to a small group of ticket
holders. All four events sold out,
and this has given us plenty of
ideas and encouragement for
new events next year. 

Archives and Collections
our friends at durham

University continue to take great

care of the Archives on our behalf
and have been making them
available via appointment
whenever Covid has permitted.
At time of writing appointments
are available on Wednesdays and
ursdays.

e Cathedral’s Museum re-
opened in july with a new guided
tour-based model. We had to
switch off air handling in the
Collections gallery to ensure
Covid safe conditions. is was
an opportunity to showcase our
magnificent collection of plate.
We hope to resume our normal
three exhibitions per year
pattern in 2022, when we will
celebrate the anniversary of
Bede’s translation to the
Cathedral and the loan of the
Lindisfarne gospels to the Laing
gallery in the autumn. other
collections plans include an
upgrade to Axiell Collections in
the near future, creating an
emergency salvage plan and an
audit of all objects.

gary Butler, Assistant Librarian,
and Alison Cullingford, Head of
Library and Collections

add to the Cathedral’s own
collection which includes
memorabilia and some rare
souvenirs from the past.

is collection is housed in
museum-standard showcases
which from time to time need
servicing. e grant received
from the Cathedral Archives,
Libraries and Collections
Association was most gratefully
received and went towards the
replacement of two locks and the
servicing of the cabinets.

e collection is constantly
growing and the latest addition is
a fifteenth century Italian
Renaissance illuminated
liturgical manuscript bequeathed
to the Cathedral. is
manuscript is a psalter for the
dominican order, includes short
orations and hymns on vellum
and consists of 175 leaves
written in a fine rounded gothic
hand with musical notation.

e introduction of printing
presses led to a decline of
illustrated manuscripts but of
late a growing awareness of these
beautiful miniature works of art
has led to a renewed
appreciation.

our diocese was formed in
1927 and a competition for the
design of a modern cathedral in
the line of great english
cathedrals was won by Sir
edward Maufe. Work started in
1936 and with an interval during
World War II it was finally
finished in 1961.

our exhibition room known as
the treasury was initially funded
by the Friends of guildford
Cathedral and the Worshipful
Company of goldsmiths. It was
opened in 1995 by Ian Pickford,
the prominent silver expert. e

VISItoRS to guildford 
Cathedral are almost

inevitably surprised when they
enter the exhibition room and
expect to see a small display of
20th-century ecclesiastical
artefacts. What confronts them
is a collection of 200 or more
exhibits from the 12th century
onwards and including what may
be the largest collection of
flagons in the country. is
exceptional collection has been
gathered from parishes large and
small throughout the diocese to
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Hereford Cathedral

treasury welcomes visitors from
all over the world as well as
school groups and guide
conducted parties. It has also put
on displays to commemorate
Magna Carta and World War I. 

Roger Heath-Bullock, Curator

already written the captions, so
to take a little of that
information and re-write it as a
Facebook/twitter post is not
that onerous! is enables those
who are not able to come to the
exhibition to share in the objects’
stories and provides a
continuous reminder through
social media of the delights that
are held in the Library and
Archive collections. each month
we have also had a short
(between 3 and 7 minutes)
filmed talk about one of the
objects that replaces the basic
social media post that Friday.
Many posts have attracted
comments, and some shared
memories which all add to the
objects’ stories. Any original
concerns that sharing the objects
via social media would adversely
affect numbers attending the
actual exhibition have proved
unfounded – visitor numbers are
up by about 20% from pre-
pandemic numbers (though
there is no direct proven link
between our posts and the
increase in visitor numbers!). We
hope to continue this increased
social media presence with the
exhibitions next year.

At the very end of last year we
acquired the epexio Archives
Management System and
ingested the records for our main
medieval archives and rolls
sequences. Volunteers are
helping to add information from
the typescript calendar
completed by the National
Library of Wales in 1955. e
database will go public in 2022,
with records for our later
archives to be added in phases.

earlier this year, Cathedral
Archivist elizabeth Semper
o’Keefe came across a reference

that indicated that Robert
Southey had found inspiration
for one of his poems from a
volume in the Cathedral’s
Chained Library. After some
further research, the whole story
was revealed. Southey was the
nephew of Herbert Hill, the
Chancellor of the Cathedral,
which enabled his introduction
to gain access to the Chained
Library. He visited in the autumn
of 1798, and his letters to family
and friends tell of the places he
visited locally, including the
Chained Library. An edition of
his poems from the early 19th
century has a wonderful preface
in which Southey describes his
experiences in the Library (piling
up volumes on the reading desk
and standing on a chair to enable
reading one book on a short
chain!) and the inspiration he
received on the last day of his
visit when he read the story of
the old Woman of Berkeley in
Flores Historiarum. Apparently,
he started writing his poem ‘A
Ballad, shewing how an old
woman rode double and who
rode before her’ that very
evening and finished the poem in
the coach on his way home the
next day. even the illustration
had a Hereford connection as
Southey asked a local artist,
james Wathen, to trace the
appropriate image from the
Cathedral’s copy of the
Nuremberg Chronicle so that a
woodcut could be made to
accompany the new poem in his
book published in 1799. We used
the details discovered to form a
small exhibition in the Cathedral,
linking it also to #onisday for
the day of his inspirational visit,
and National Poetry day in social
media.

So FAR tHIS YeAR we have 
managed to open the

Reading Room every day that we
were allowed to by law. e big
change is that readers must book
in advance, whereas before the
pandemic they could just turn
up. rough the judicious use of
furlough we have avoided job
cuts. We have seen an inevitable
falling off in the number of
visitors to the Reading Room –
fewer researchers are travelling
distances and hybrid teaching in
universities has temporarily
brought an end to group student
visits. However, we have been
able to continue our
collaborations with Hereford
College of Arts.

our current special exhibition
is ‘Lost & Found’ (until 31st
december), which showcases a

wide range of objects across the
Cathedral’s collections that were,
in some way, lost and then found
and returned to or re-discovered
in the Cathedral. Alongside the
physical exhibition, we have
trialled greater social media
engagement: each week featuring
one of the exhibition’s items in a
‘Lost & Found Friday’ social
media post. is is not as much
work as it might sound – we have

n Logo created for the ‘Lost & Found’
exhibition.
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Lambeth Palace – ‘Home at last’, a personal reflection

n e illustration from ‘e Nuremberg
Chronicle’ which caught Robert Southey’s
attention.

n e model in progress.

n e exemplar.

n e model completed.

one project we were able to
realise was led by conservator
and bookbinder Arthur green
greensbooks.co.uk to recreate
one of the 12th-century bindings
from the Chained Library which
has distinctive conjoined
pastedowns. After studying
various examples, an exemplar
was selected and Arthur ran a
workshop in which six students
each made their own copy, using
original materials except for
paper leaves in lieu of
parchment. We have acquired

one of the models Arthur made
himself to use with visiting
groups and in exhibitions.

Library and Archives Assistant
emma Semple will be leaving us
on 11 November to take up a new
job as one of the archivists at the
Herefordshire Archives and
Records Centre (HARC). Her job
here is currently advertised (see
www.herefordcathedral.org –
News and events – Vacancies).

dr Rosemary Firman, 
Cathedral Librarian

date locations listed. With that
work largely completed in August
we welcomed our first readers
into the Library. Since the middle
of August we have been
operating an appointments-only
reading room and are gradually
increasing the days (currently
three per week, tues-urs) to
get back to our four days and one
evening per week.

For the first time in our
history we have a sizeable public
space with an entrance hall and
gallery which from 11th

WItH the library building
competed in the middle of

2020, and the collections move
started in 2020 and then after a
further break finished in May
2021, the problem that we faced
at the start of this long journey –
that of protecting the collections
– had at last been addressed.

A different stage of the journey
is now underway – starting of
course (as readers who have
moved collections will know)
with updating all of the
catalogues that now had out of
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November will be open to the
public (without appointment)
Monday-Friday. ese rooms have
an exhibition space in the form of
four new exhibition cases, three
interactive touch-tables and
screens full of content about the
library, its collections and the
Church. 

our first exhibition is already in
place and highlights some of our
treasures; and there’s a new book
about the collections due next year.
Fundraising is progressing well to
complete our low-light exhibition
rooms which are built and awaiting
a further eight cases once the
money is raised. e exhibition
rooms meet government
indemnity standards so we will be
able for the first time to borrow
and exhibit items from other
collections.

We are looking forward to
discussing with cathedral archives,
library and collections colleagues
how we can work with all of you to
make sure that all of us benefit
from the new facilities here at
Lambeth.

e Library now has different but
exciting and most welcome
challenges which are to realise its
vision for the collections to be
explored and enjoyed by all; making
the collections more widely known
and used than ever before and also
to ensure that this building works
for us all and for the Church.

on a personal note, this all
started for me with the 2004
Church Commissioners
documentary Heritage Review
which recommended that there
should be a single national library
and archive for the Church of
england and that a director of
Libraries and Archives should be
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appointed to deliver it. I arrived
in late 2005 in the role,
optimistically as it turned out, on
an initial five-year term.

Now, in late 2021 I think I can
say that the recommendation of
that review has been achieved.

I wish the Library and the
team all the very best as they
embrace these exciting
challenges and opportunities.
Meanwhile, for me the job I came
to do is done, so I’m now quietly
exiting the stage with a fond
farewell.

declan Kelly
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St Albans Cathedral 

St Davids Cathedral

ALtHoUgH virtually all of the 
medieval treasures of St

Albans Abbey were scattered to
the four winds at its dissolution
in 1539, the Cathedral Archives
nonetheless today houses a
collection which includes items
dating from the 12th century
through to the present day. one
of the greatest challenges facing
the team of volunteers
responsible for the Muniment
Room is managing the
environment. Housed under the
roof of Cathedral at the triforium
level, temperature and humidity
can vary greatly with the seasons.
e generous grant by CALCA for
some data loggers which control
when the heating comes on
means that the vagaries of the
english climate can now be
somewhat controlled in this very
special area within the Cathedral:
we are very grateful!

Rob Piggott, 
Cathedral Archivist

e Crozier’s Journey

It IS good to have the 
CALCA Newsletter to thank

the members of CALCA who have
been helpful and supportive to us
in St davids Cathedral in our first
loan of one of the objects from
our collection to a major
museum. 

e Cathedral and the Church
in Wales were pleased to work
with the British Museum to loan
one of our 12th-century croziers
to its exhibition ‘omas Becket
Murder and the Making of a
Saint’ between April and August
2021. 

e British Museum
approached us as they were
aware that St davids Cathedral
had a collection of bishops’
croziers, rings and chalices
dating from the 12th and 13th
centuries. even before the
murder of Becket, Henry II had
form in St davids and south
Wales. His forces had fought
several skirmishes, mostly
unsuccessful against Yr Arglwydd
Rhys, the Lord Rhys, ruler of
south Wales and, after a series of
alliances also called the first
Prince of Wales. Henry II had
also blocked the Cathedral

Chapter's choice of Bishop,
gerallt gymro/geraldus
Cambrensis. Both Arglwydd Rhys
and gerallt gymro are buried in
the Cathedral. St davids
Cathedral also includes a chapel
to omas Becket, built
originally in the years after the
murder and expanded in the
1340s when medieval
pilgrimages, including to St
david’s shrine, were at their
height. e chapel was restored
and brought back into use in the
1950s after the establishment of
the Church in Wales. e
medieval Welsh annals ‘Brut y
tywysogion’ (Chronicles of the
Princes) also report that on
Michaelmas day (29th
September) 1171, Henry II came
‘on pilgrimage’ to St davids and
gave gifts to ‘the singers to god
and St david’. is is the first
written report of singers in the
Cathedral. Henry II's visit to St
davids as part of his penance
from the Pope, and while on the
way to Ireland, was not widely
known among medieval scholars.
is may be as the ‘Brut’ was
written in medieval Welsh rather
than Latin or english which
would make it more accessible to
many relevant academics. on the
other hand, Brut y tywysogion is
in the Rolls Series which is part
of the collections of many
cathedral libraries. So, we have
advised some of these academics
to seek out their nearest
cathedral library!

e Cathedral Library and
treasury have been able to bring
all these linked threads together
this year to share awareness of
them. is culminated on a busy
Michaelmas day in a series of
special services, talks and tours,
when we were able to use both

n e 12th-century crozier which was lent
to the British Museum for its exhibition.  
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n SGC G.1 e Black Book of the Garter,
open at the introduction to Henry VI’s
reign. © e Dean and Canons of
Windsor.

our library records and our
treasury collection to share so
much of our Cathedral's story
from 850 years ago. is focus
also gave us the opportunity to
take part in the Welsh
government's CAdW open
doors programme for the first
time, jointly with the

neighbouring medieval Bishops’
Palace. Working with the 
dean and Chapter of St davids
Cathedral, as well as with the
Representative Body of the
Church in Wales, we have 
now been able to develop a
protocol covering all the
requirements for any future 

loan agreement for such
circumstances in future. 

Spending much of the last year
or so in 12th-century Wales has
had some advantages over some
parts of 2020. 

Mari james, 
Library Development Officer

St George’s Chapel Windsor – Henry VI celebrated at St George’s Chapel and Eton College

tHIS YeAR, 2021, marks two 
major anniversaries of King

Henry VI: the 550th of his death
passed on 21st May and now the
600th of his birth approaches on
6th december. each year both
occasions are marked in his
burial place, St george’s Chapel,
Windsor Castle, by one of the
Chapel’s quarterly obits. ese
services, which combine a sung
evensong with a comm-
emoration of benefactors, are a
modern amalgamation of the
obit prayers and masses that
were requested by our medieval
supporters and thanksgiving for
those who have given
extraordinary service to the
Chapel in more recent times.

After a reign dominated by ill
health, political conflict and civil
war, Henry VI spent the last few
weeks of his life imprisoned in
the tower of London. e
circumstances of his death are
shrouded in mystery, though foul
play by edward IV, or those close
to him, is strongly suspected. His
body was taken down the ames
by boat and was buried without
ceremony and in relative
obscurity at Chertsey Abbey.

However, the characteristics
which led his rivals to dismiss
him as a weak king were
respected by many. He was

believed to be a lover of peace
and charity who had endured
many years of illness; following
his death he came to be
considered a saint and martyr. As
reports began to circulate of
miracles preformed at his tomb,
pilgrims were drawn to Chertsey.

In 1484, Richard III arranged
for the saintly king’s remains to
be exhumed and removed to
Windsor, where they were buried
in the south quire aisle, adjacent
to the shrines of Master john
Schorn and of the Cross gneth
(believed to be a fragment of the
true Cross). is could be
considered a mark of respect for

a fellow monarch, or a shrewd
ploy to control the proceeds of
the pilgrim trade.

Henry VI’s elaborate shrine
displayed his royal arms and
armour and his hat and spurs,
which were said to perform
miracles. Hundreds were
recorded at Windsor, including
headaches cured and children
saved from choking. An
elaborately worked iron money
box stood to the side of the tomb
and is the only feature which
survives today. e rest of the
shrine was dismantled at the
Reformation and now the burial
site is marked only by a black
marble ledger slab laid in the
1780s.

each year, on the anniversary
of Henry VI’s birth, pupils from
eton College, which was
established by the king in 1440,
cross the river to attend the obit
in St george’s Chapel and to lay
white lilies and roses on their
founder’s tomb.

From 18th November 2021 to
8th May 2022, the Verey gallery
at eton College will display an
exhibition of archival material
which seeks to explore Henry
VI’s life and achievements. one
of the items on display will be the
Black Book of the order of the
garter, which is on loan to the
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College from St george’s Chapel
Archives. is grand, illuminated
manuscript is the earliest
surviving register of the
proceedings of the order of the
garter and includes a beautifully
decorated page with miniature
portrait of Henry VI.

Kate McQuillian, 
Archivist and Chapter Librarian

From 25th to 30th october 2021
(half term week) we held the last
public outreach event for our
NHLF funded project called
Beyond the Library door. e
library was open daily to visitors
for three hours in the afternoon:
over six days we had 1,043
visitors with a further 65 and 46
attendees at two talks on
Saturday 30th. ere was also a
popular book themed children’s
trail around the Cathedral: one of
the successes of the project has
been a stronger relationship
between the Library and
education teams. ere have
been many other successes
particularly the acquisition of a
collection management system
for the book and archive
collections, huge progress in copy
specific book cataloguing, a
volunteer book cleaning
programme, and the usual range
of outreach events. e project
has also meant that for the first
time in the Cathedral’s history
there has been an archivist and a
librarian on the staff at the same
time. e book cataloguing is led
by dr Anne dutton.  Although
the external funding for the
library cataloguing has now
ended, Anne and a small team of
retired librarian volunteers are
carrying on this vital work.

Another, relatively recent,
development is the digitisation,
funded by private donations, of a
number of manuscript books:
our 10th-century Salisbury
Psalter by Cambridge University
Library (alongside repair and
rebinding work), and the
digitisation of four manuscripts
by dIAMM (digital Image
Archive for Medieval Music).

over the last year we’ve
worked closely with colleagues in
marketing and visitor services to
produce new interpretation
panels on the cathedral floor for
self-guided visitors. Many of
these panels draw on
information from the archive as
well as images. Via a QR code
visitors can also ‘visit’ the library
and find out more about the
archives. ese new panels
alongside two new permanent
display cases have not only raised
the profile of the collections in
the cathedral community but,
perhaps more importantly, are

enhancing the visitor experience. 
Limited staff resources have
unfortunately meant that work
on the Inventory has slowed
considerably. However, we have
acquired the objects module of
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Wells Cathedral

our collection management
system meaning that all three
collections can now be
catalogued (according to the
relevant standards ie MARC,
ISAd(g) and Spectrum) and are
searchable on one system.

emily Naish, 
Cathedral Archivist

WeLLS Cathedral’s Librarian, 
Kevin Spears, used the

2020 lockdown and furlough
period to write another book.
is was inspired by the
descriptive bibliography he
completed which looked at the
115 books in the Cathedral’s
Library printed before 1555.

Following his interest in the
early humanist printers in 15th-
century europe, he realised that
many of them were motivated to
print copies of what remained of
the greek and Roman classics to

ensure that they would never be
lost again. Some 75% of the
classics did not survive after the
fall of the Roman empire. His
book traces the reasons why so
many were lost; how the Roman
classics survived in monasteries
in western europe whilst many
of the greek scientific and
medical discoveries came to us
via Arabic scholars working in
Baghdad before the 10th
century. e greek works found
their way back to europe via
Islamic Spain and Sicily and were
an integral part of the 12th
century Renaissance which also
brought us the newly founded
universities. It was only in the
Italian Renaissance that the
greek literary canon was
translated and printed. After
tracing the perilous passage of
the classics through history,
there are two chapters on the
early scholar printers and the
difficulties that they faced in
producing their often
astonishingly beautiful books.

e new book is available from
Amazon at £9.99, as well as in
Kindle format.

Kevin Spears
Librarian

tHe Cathedral Library and Archive has been closed for most of the pandemic. Roof problems began in 
the autumn of 2019. I reported water ingress around each of the buttresses that come into the rooms.

e existing roof was unable to handle the quantity of water coming onto it from the main roof, resulting
in water soaking into the stonework and thence into the Library.

After initial repairs had failed to make a difference, it was realized that a major overhaul of the library
roofs was needed. In November 2020 the Cathedral was the recipient of a grant from the government’s
Culture Recovery Fund. e Cathedral was awarded over £241,000 which, along with match funding from
the Kildare trust, has enabled essential repairs to the Library to be carried out, including the Ante-Library
and the conservation storeroom.

It also enabled the Works team to correct the unstable Ante-Library flooring and to make enhancements
to the fire escape arrangements, as well as to improve facilities for library staff and volunteers. After 1300
years, the Library will finally have clean running water and drainage! e storeroom has been insulated,

Worcester Cathedral
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York Minster

new heaters and a new fire door installed and windows set into the Ante-Library roof were removed.
Specialist craftsmen have repaired all the windows in the main Library, improving the temperature and
humidity in that room. 

In November 2021, the Cathedral received a further grant of over £300,000 from the Culture Recovery
Fund, which will be used to continue essential repairs to the main Library’s roof that it was not possible to
repair with the first grant. is second phase of the work will prevent further roof leaks in the main Library.
to keep disruption to a minimum for library staff and visitors they will construct a scaffold roof above the
existing Library roof. It will provide temporary protection for the workmen and enable the lead roof to be
re-laid. ey will also improve rainwater disposal locally and install a latch-on man-safe system to the roofs. 

I was furloughed for most of the pandemic. during that time, the volunteers and I maintained daily social
media posts and wrote a weekly blog article, both of which have seen a steadily growing audience,
particularly once a link to the blog was given in the Cathedral’s weekly e-newsletter
https://worcestercathedrallibrary.wordpress.com/ e aim has been to create in-depth articles that
are a source for guides, welcomers and staff and to attract visitors or researchers with as wide a variety of
topics as possible.

Since returning to work, I have been working in a temporary office, dealing with the normal series of
requests and enquiries. Library tours, researchers and volunteers are still not allowed into the library.

david Morrison, Cathedral Librarian

tHe pandemic has impacted the work at York Minster’s old Palace Library significantly. It has brought 
many challenges but also some opportunities and the team have worked together through this difficult

time. one positive is that the Collections and Learning teams have combined to form the Heritage and
Participation team which is pulling together expertise across the departments and enabling us to deliver a
busy 2021 programme. As part of our new programme, three new exhibitions have opened in York Minster:

Light, Glass & Stone: Conserving the St. Cuthbert Window – exploring the story of the life and
miracles of one of Northern england’s most significant saints and creating the rare opportunity to see at
close range original stained glass panels removed from the window as part of the conservation project. e
exhibition was co-curated by Helen Rawson and dr Katie Harrison, the leading expert on the window,
which was the subject of her Phd. dr Harrison and Professor Sarah Brown of the University of York and
York glaziers trust have delivered public talks on the window and its conservation, available via the
exhibition homepage https://yorkminster.org/whats-on/event/light-glass-stone-conserving-the-
st-cuthbert-window/ Until jan 2024.

Grinling Gibbons: Monuments to Glory – the most celebrated woodcarver of the 17th century, gibbons
spent his early career training in York, later returning to produce three monuments in York Minster. It is
part of the national celebrations of gibbons’ life and work, ‘grinling gibbons 300: Carving a Place in
History’. Until Aug 2022.

Heart of Yorkshire: Creativity & Culture in York Minster’s Collections – a celebration of artistry,
creativity and craftsmanship in a particularly difficult year for creative industries. It featured library,
archival and museum material associated with York and Yorkshire and was designed to draw back local
audiences over the summer. It proved popular with visitors, with a reported average dwell time of 30
minutes leading to queues! originally on display in the Chapter House, this exhibition is currently being
reworked for the treasury space. Until April 2022.

Some of our projects have been supported by the Culture Recovery Fund which also allowed us to
welcome back families and young people with a summer programme of crafts in the park. In recent months
we’ve been kept busy with a major store move as wider plans for the precinct take shape. We’re now looking
to the future and planning for Advent, 2022 and beyond, aiming to welcome schools, communities and
visitors back with an enhanced and exciting programme.
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We were delighted to work
with a local artist to engage
hundreds of children to make
origami cranes which included
messages about their experiences
of CoVId and their hopes for the
future. e Kibo Cranes
installation contained nearly
2,000 origami birds and hung
proudly in the central tower for
the children to see. 

e Friends of York Minster
have funded a project to enhance
the catalogue records of the
Minster’s incunable collection.
We have nearly 150 books
printed before 1501 in our
collection and, although they
were all catalogued, the records
needed updating and expanding.
Freelance library consultant ed
Potten was engaged just as the
pandemic started so it hasn’t
been an entirely straightforward
journey. However, with an
extension or two the project was
completed. It has allowed us to
identify the books that were at
the Minster during the medieval
period, and who their donors
were.

If you would like to look more
closely at some of the records
that ed has produced please go to
york.ac.uk/library and put ‘York
Minster incunabula’ in the
catalogue search box. Further
Friends funding is allowing us to
carry out conservation work on
one particularly rare and
damaged item.

due to the pandemic the
Library was not able to offer its
normal seminar programme.
Instead, we moved online as far
as possible, recording videos and
creating resource packs. is
worked so well that we will
continue using these as we
return to face to face teaching. 

Work on the grand organ was
completed this year by Harrison
& Harrison, and the Minster has
returned to its full voice as we
prepare for Advent and
Christmas. our new Head of
Heritage dr Helen Rawson took
up her post in March 2020. at
same week we closed as part of
the Minster’s CoVId response,

and the team moved to working
from home. Clare Cumming, the
Vestment Keeper, retired in july
2020. Under a restructure in
Autumn 2020, the Minster’s
Learning team joined the
department. e Head Broderer
and the volunteer broderers
moved to the Music and Liturgy
team. We were pleased to
welcome back Heritage and
Participation officer
(Collections) Kirsty Mitchell and
HPo (Learning) Alex o’donnell
from their maternity leaves in
Summer 2020 and Summer 2021
respectively, and we wish Kirsty
well as she prepares for her
second new arrival later this year.

Many team members were
furloughed in line with the
government scheme in 2020 and
2021. As staff returned from
furlough, the enquiries, research
and appointment service
resumed in summer 2020 until
the November lockdown. e
Library re-opened again for pre-
booked appointments in May

n Kibo Cranes installation under the Central Tower, with the newly restored Grand
Organ.

n One of the incunabula – Le Blason des
Toutes Armes - printed in 1495.
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n Exhibition layout of miracle window NIII, late 12th – early 13th century, © e Chapter, Canterbury Cathedral.

this year. e staff are currently
on ‘hybrid working’ with a mix of
on site and working from home,
which is slowly lifting as the
restrictions have eased. In
october 2021, the old Palace
welcomed our 150th user of the
reading room of the year.

We look forward to the New
Year and delivering an engaging
and exciting new programme in
2022. 

Natalie toy, 
Heritage Assistant

Other News…
Thomas Becket at 
The British Museum

tHe exhibition omas 
Becket: murder and the

making of a saint was held at the
British Museum from 20th May
to 22nd August 2021. e
exhibition explored Becket’s
remarkable life, death and legacy
through roughly 500 years of
history, starting with his birth in
1120 and ending with attempts
to suppress his cult during the
tudor dynasty. originally
planned to open in late 2020 to

mark the 850th anniversary of
Becket’s martyrdom on 29th
december 1170, it was delayed
due to the pandemic. Amongst
the 100-plus objects on display,
we were fortunate to be able to
showcase the collections from
three cathedrals: Canterbury, St
davids and Westminster. It is
thanks to their generous loans
that we were able to bring
Becket’s story to life through
such vivid material. 

From St davids Cathedral, we
borrowed an incredibly rare
survivor, a 12th-century gilded
copper-alloy crozier head found
in the tomb of a 13th-century
bishop. Westminster Cathedral
lent an important example 
of Opus Anglicanum, an
embroidered mitre which was
kept for centuries at Sens and
has historically been connected
with the saint. ese were shown
together in a case exploring
Becket’s ascendancy to becoming
Archbishop of Canterbury.
Canterbury Cathedral
contributed a number of
incredible exhibits, including
evocative carvings from the
12th-century cathedral interior,

several charters bearing well-
preserved seals, and an entire
early-13th century stained glass
window from a series depicting
Becket’s miracle stories made to
surround the saint’s shrine. e
stained glass was the centrepiece
of the exhibition and was shown
entirely at eye-level, the first
time it has ever been displayed in
this way. 

e exhibition was very
favourably received, with much
press attention focusing on the
glass. For example, e Daily
Telegraph described the window
as ‘glorious’ and ‘the absolute
highlight of the exhibition.’
despite the limitations brought
about by the pandemic we
received over 52,000 visitors.
Additionally, circumstances
meant that the entire events
programme had to be presented
online. to date these have been
watched by over 90,000 people,
many more than would have
been physically possible if these
had been in-person events at the
Museum. 

our sincere thanks go to all
members of the CALCA who
helped to support the exhibition,
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be it through loans, images for
the publication, assisting
research or with other aspects of
the project’s development.

dr Naomi Speakman, 
British Museum

The Cathedral Libraries
Catalogue available online again

e Cathedral Libraries
Catalogue (CLC) started in 1943
when the Bibliographical Society,
with support from the Pilgrims
trust, employed a cataloguer to
prepare entries for the catalogue.
Its scope was books in Anglican
cathedrals printed up to the year
1700. e first work was done at
Worcester Cathedral in March
1944. After 12 years the project
came to a stop with half a dozen
libraries still to be catalogued;
another library was completed in
1966 but the project did not
really get underway again until
the late 1970s.

Volume one was published in
1984 by the Bibliographical
Society and the British Library. It
gave a summary listing of all
english-printed and english-
language books in the english
and Welsh Cathedral libraries
printed before 1701, about
26,000 in total, arranged by StC
and Wing entry numbers. e
data from this volume were

supplied to the english Short-title Catalogue project (eStC) and can
be found on its database at http://estc.bl.uk.

Volume two (Continental printed books to 1700) appeared in two
physical volumes in 1998 listing all the books printed outside great
Britain before 1701. ere are nearly 26,000 entries, each giving a
long short-title entry with author, title, imprint, notes and locations,
with page and/or signature collations where available. e
Bibliographical Society made the MARC data for this volume available
to the Consortium of european Research Libraries (CeRL). e records
were converted to MARC21 and added to the Consortium’s Hand-
Press Books database (HPB, now called the Heritage of the Printed
Book database). e records were also made available to jISC for
adding to the CoPAC database, which meant that they were freely
available for searching.

When CoPAC was replaced by the new jisc Library Hub discover
service, the Bibliographical Society and CeRL asked jisc if the data
could be made available again. In june 2020 it was announced that the
records had been uploaded (see
https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/about/libraries/cathedr
al-libraries-catalogue.html 

A full history and description of the project is to be found on the
Bibliographical Society’s website
http://www.bibsoc.org.uk/Publications/CLC/Overview As well
as the introductions to both volumes, there are links to pdf files of the
printed contents of Volume two (Continental books to 1700): the
index of printers, the index of printing and publishing towns, and the
alphabetic catalogue itself letter-by-letter.

e printers index shows the range of materials which the catalogue
represents for the printing historian, from major figures such as Aldus
Manutius, the estienne family and Christophe Plantin to minor
jobbing printers of small provincial towns, and from major
commercial centres such as Venice, Antwerp and Amsterdam to the
small protestant university towns of North germany and the Baltic
whose university theses are represented in hundreds in the Catalogue.

david Shaw, 
Editor-in-Chief, e Cathedral Libraries Catalogue, Canterbury

We aim to produce two issues of this newsletter each year, in summer and winter. Any contributions
should be sent to the editor, Cressida Williams, either by email to cressida.williams@canterbury-
cathedral.org or by post to her at Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library, e Precincts,
Canterbury Ct1 2eH, to reach her by 31st october for the winter issue, or 30th April for the summer
issue. She would also welcome comments or suggestions for content.

is edition of the newsletter was designed by 
e Fitzwalter Press 01953 455146  fitzwalterpress@gmail.com
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THE CATHEDRAL ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES AND COLLECTIONS ASSOCIATION

tHe CAtHedRAL ARCHIVeS, LIBRARIeS ANd CoLLeCtIoNS ASSoCIAtIoN is for anyone responsible for and
working with historic collections – books, archives and objects – in the cathedrals and related

organisations of great Britain and Ireland to provide for the development of best practice in and the
exchange of information about all aspects of the care, development and promotion of those collections, to
secure their continuing educational role within the wider mission of their governing bodies.

For our webpages, see http://cathedrallibrariesandarchives.wordpress.com/
enquiries about membership should be directed to the Honorary Secretary or treasurer.

Committee Contacts
Chairman:
e Very Rev. dr Philip Hesketh, dean of Rochester

Vice Chairman:
e Very Rev. dr Sarah Rowland jones, dean of St davids Cathedral

Honorary Treasurer:
dr Michael Stansfield, durham University Library. email m.m.n.stansfield@durham.ac.uk

Honorary Secretary:
judith Curthoys, e Archives, Christ Church oxford. email judith.curthoys@chch.ox.ac.uk

Committee Members:
dr Claire Breay, British Library.  email: claire.breay@bl.uk 

Simon Carter, Head of Collections – St Paul’s Cathedral.  email: simonc@stpaulscathedral.org.uk

Alison Cullingford, Head of Library and Collections, durham Cathedral. 
email: alison.cullingford @durhamcathedral.co.uk

dr Rosemary Firman, Hereford Cathedral.  email: Rosemary.Firman@herefordcathedral.org

daniel Fleming, Librarian, Lismore Cathedral. email: CottonLibraryLismore@outlook.ie 

Mari james, Cathedral Library development officer, St davids Cathedral. 
email: library@stdavids cathedral.org.uk 

dr Norman james, formerly e National Archives.  email: stalbans2015@gmail.com 

Kate McQuillian, St george’s Chapel, Windsor Castle.  email: Kate.McQuillian@stgeorges-windsor.org

emily Naish, Archivist, Salisbury Cathedral.  email: e.naish@salcath.co.uk 

Katerina Powell, Conservator.  email: katerinapowellconservation@gmail.com 

eleanor Swire, Curator and Librarian, Winchester Cathedral.  
email: eleanor.swire@winchestercathedral.org.uk 

Cressida Williams, Canterbury Cathedral Archives and Library.  
email: cressida.williams@canterbury-cathedral.org

n Caption for image used on front cover. GC XI.G.1. Grant of Great and Little
Ogbourne to the Abbey of Our Lady of Bec by Matilda of Wallingford, to be used for the
clothing of the monks there. Undated, but before 1147. © St George’s Chapel, Windsor.


